The LCA provides this sermon edited for lay-reading, with thanks to the original author.
Sermon for Proper 13B

The text: John 6:24-35
In today’s Gospel reading, Jesus says something pretty amazing: “The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.”
Whoever believes in Jesus has everlasting life. That’s us, isn’t it? We believe in Jesus, don’t we? 

It sounds too good to be true. Just by believing we have eternal life. The Jews themselves tried to clarify with Jesus in this passage. They asked him, “What must we do to do the work that God requires?”  That is, ‘what will it take on our part to have eternal life?’

Jesus comes back with a brilliant answer: ‘The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent’.

Simply by believing in Jesus we have eternal life. It’s too good to be true, yet it is true. And it is true for us.

What a privilege it is to know this. Most of us know it so well our eyes glaze over when we hear it again and again. It’s all we’ve known. Yet how many do not know it, or how many have let it go and left the faith. How many people doubt, really doubt, their salvation and the power of God?

Yet this message is the very essence of what it means to be alive. Jesus says it himself, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.” Spiritual fulfilment, the goal of millions of people world-wide—wonderful, intelligent, well-meaning people—is ours right now. We know Jesus. We have spiritual satisfaction because you regularly receive the bread of life. Whatever doubts and troubles you may face, Jesus has made sure that we have never starved, never faded away. He has kept us going and our faith is alive because of him.

But what an even greater privilege this is when we realise how we have come to believe in Jesus and know him.  After today’s text, in verse 44, Jesus says, “No one can come to me unless the Father draws them”.

The original Greek for the word “draws” can mean ‘to drag’. It’s questionable whether, here in John 6, there is a sense of magnetism, or gentle attraction. Rather, God has dragged us into a relationship with him. Jesus told a parable about this very fact. He said:

“Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake and caught all kinds of fish. When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then they sat down and collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away. This is how it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come and separate the wicked from the righteous and throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” (Matthew 13:47-50).

For we were once dead in our transgressions, and unable to know Jesus by our own strength. Luther explained it this way, in his explanation to the third article of the Creed: “I believe that I cannot, by my own understanding, come to Jesus Christ or believe in him. But the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, and sanctified and kept me in true faith.”

We might wonder why the rest of the world hasn’t also been dragged in. But in our natural condition we humans disbelieve and reject the message of salvation in Christ. It is by miraculous grace that the kingdom of God is constantly at work in the world, like a great big trawler dragging its net through the ocean and all sorts of “fish” are getting caught up in it all. Heaven’s above! Thank goodness that a Christian can name the exact date and place where the net dragged them securely into the catch of fish in the boat! That exact place and date is written on every Christian’s Certificate of Baptism!

What we can confidently say is that we have been saved. We have eternal life. We know the bread of life. And God decided that it would be that way. God drew us, hauled us, lifted us into a relationship with him. He dragged our hungry and frail bones to tables laden with bread. We have been brought to Jesus and allowed to feed on him. This is the food that strengthens us to do the work that God requires—to believe in Jesus, the One he has sent as the Saviour of the world. Amen.

