Prayer of the Church- Advent 4, Year A

Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. (Philippians 4:6)

Let us pray.

Father in Heaven, we give you thanks for sending your Son to be with us. Bless your church in these weeks, so that all people may know Immanuel through forgiveness in his name. 

Lord, in your mercy: 
hear our prayer.
The advent of your Son confronted kings and astounded the people. Touch the conscience of all our leaders and citizens, so that goodness prospers, evil is curbed, and the light of truth dispels all falsehood.

Lord, in your mercy: 
hear our prayer.
Thank you for protecting us in trouble and adversity. Sustain all who continue to serve us in this festive season: the police, the medical services, emergency services, and all whose hours are long and whose work is arduous or dangerous.

Lord, in your mercy: 
hear our prayer.
We thank you for our families and friends: bind us together in mutual affection and help us to overlook our grievances. And teach us hospitality, that in welcoming others, we may welcome you.  

Lord, in your mercy: 
hear our prayer.
 (other prayers may follow)

Almighty God, we thank you for sending your promised Son, Jesus Christ. Help us, as his brothers and sisters, to imitate him, so that when he comes again we may be ready to greet him with joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.
