
Keeping  
the faith

By Alicia Lüdi-Schutz
Places of worship were ordered to shut as 

of midday on Monday, but St. Petri Lutheran 
Church, Nuriootpa had already closed its 
doors, making the decision to suspend 
services last week.

As minister of the largest Lutheran 
church in the district, Pastor Adrian Kitson 
said the governing council and staff ’s 
decision wasn’t about whether they could 
“escape the number” by saying “if we have 98 
people we’re fine”, it was about community 
responsibility.

“It doesn’t matter about who is legal to 
gather, it’s actually how do you stop the 
spread of the virus - that’s the issue,” said 
Pastor Adrian. 

“We made the decision based on how can 
we help? How can we serve? How can we 
keep our people, especially our vulnerable 
and elderly, safe? We don’t want to be part 
of the problem.

“We’ve said, you self isolate, but let’s 
not have relational distance, let’s not have 
‘social’ distance, let’s just have ‘geographical’ 
distance! I like that distinction,” said Pastor 
Adrian.

“We are going to serve by Worshiping 
Small.”

So, in a rare occurrence in the church’s 153 
year history, there was no Sunday service. 
Instead, Pastor Adrian recorded a “virtual 

worship” which was made available online 
through their website and on DVD.

Plans to live stream are also underway 
with Pastor Adrian set to lead Sunday 
services from the church as though there was 
a congregation in the pews in front of him.

“We are upgrading our video capacity,” 
he said, explaining how he would like 
households to gather around their smart 
televisions or watch the services on their 
digital devices.

“Hopefully from April...we’re saying 9.30 
Sunday mornings - tune in!

“We are encouraging folk to actually use 
this digital stuff on Sunday morning still, so 
technically, we are worshipping together, not 
physically, but we are worshipping together 
in our homes.

“For those who are not digital, and there 
are plenty in our Barossa community, we 
are burning DVDs.”

Funeral services  have also been impacted 
by the government imposed restrictions.

“We’ll have very small, private ceremonies 
with the promise we can record it and then 
we can also do a memorial service later when 
the threat is over.”

Despite the necessary changes, Pastor 
Adrian said he was proud of the St. Petri 
community and how they were “adjusting 
and adapting” to the situation.

“They’ve gone in wholeheartedly. There’s 

ladies making phone calls to 50-60 people 
a week, asking can we help you? Do you 
need us to deliver things like DVDS or 
church bulletins. It’s very encouraging and 
I think that will be the case across the whole 
community because the Barossa is like that 
anyway.”

Whilst Pastor Adrian said leading a 
“digital” church service will be like “playing 
footy without a crowd”, he is getting used 
to the idea and has been intrigued by the 
response so far.

“I’ve already received requests for the link 
from New Zealand, from the US and from 
people around here I’ve never met and don’t 
know!” he said.

He is planning for the Easter services to 
be made “a bit more special” as the church 
continues to serve through the challenging 
times ahead.

“We reckon this is an opportunity for 
people to connect together in ways they 
probably haven’t for a while and I think the 
positive is that we are going to have  some 
really strong relationships as a result of  
this,” said Pastor Adrian.

“In times of crisis, the relationships 
are what counts the most and I think by 
not worshipping at all publicly, it’s really 
helping people know each other and be  
supportive. 

“I think that’s the good bit about it.”

Places of worship might be closed, but that hasn’t stopped St. Petri Lutheran Church’s  
Pastor Adrian Kitson from spreading God’s word.


