A, PROPER 25

Prayer of the Church- Proper 25, Year A
Since God has gathered us together to be his holy people, let us pray that we may love him with all our hearts and all our souls and all our minds, and let us pray for our neighbours as we pray for ourselves, responding to the words Lord, in your love with hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father: thank you that you are our Lord, the God of love, and that because of your love for us we have significance and purpose, as well as forgiveness through Jesus.  We pray for all Christians, that we may be guided by the Spirit to fulfill the law of love, and that we may enjoy the blessings of a loving relationship with you and with others.

Lord, in your love…hear our prayer.

Raise up faithful people to speak your word with truth and clarity, dear Father.  Preserve us from confusing the law with the gospel, and help us depend on Christ and not on our own performance.

Lord, in your love…hear our prayer.

Bring the gospel of your love through Jesus to those who live in hatred of you and of their neighbours.  Protect victims of abuse and violence, and bring peace to homes, cities, and nations.

Lord, in your love…hear our prayer.

Feed the malnourished and starving, dear Lord.  Have mercy on those who are impoverished, and give success to groups that serve those in need, and in particular we name our own Australian Lutheran World Service.

Lord, in your love…hear our prayer.

We place into your hands all the activities and people of this congregation, dear Father, praying that you will bless our life together.  In particular, give health and strength to (insert names) and especially give them strength of faith in Christ.

Lord, in your love…hear our prayer.

Our life is short, and we soon return to dust.  Give us confidence in the final resurrection of the dead, and of the return and rule of Christ.  Sustain those we know in particular need and whom we now name in our hearts... (brief silence).

Lord, in your love…hear our prayer.

Lord, only you can satisfy our needs and the needs of all people. We commit ourselves and our neighbours into your loving care, trusting that you will continue to provide everything we need from day to day. In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.
