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From our President Jenny 

“This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in 
it.”  Psalm 118:24 
Each day, every day is a gift - a gift granted through God’s grace.  How grateful I 

am to see evidence of God’s care and mercy over these last few weeks.   

Undoubtedly, the Covid-19 pandemic is having a huge impact on our lives 

affecting jobs and workplaces, retail, education, sport, recreational activities, 

travel, visits with family and friends, attendance at gatherings and meetings, funerals, weddings and church 

services.  Despite these impositions, we can be thankful that both the Federal and State Governments had the 

foresight in  introducing restrictions and protocols to keep us safe and prevent wide-spread community 

contagion.  With the hardship and isolation of lockdown conditions, we need not fear.  In the hymn, “Be Still 

My Soul”, where Katherine von Schlegel wrote the poignant lyrics and Jean Sibelius the hauntingly 

beautiful music, we can be assured that the Lord is on our side.  As the Psalmist says in 46:10, “Be still and 

know that I am God.” 

By now, you are all aware of the impact this has had on the activities of the LWV and Tas with the 

cancellations of the Convention, Retreats, Zone Fellowship Days, Guild and Fellowship meetings. Certainly, 

not being able to meet and fellowship together is difficult and isolating. Let’s not be deterred but rather take 

comfort in God’s Word. “I will strengthen you, I will uphold you with my righteous hand.” Isaiah 41:10b.  

Remember, each day is a gift in which we can bless others.  

I thank you all for keeping in contact with each other. In Romans 10:12, Paul encourages us with these 

words, “Be devoted to one another in love. Honour one another above yourselves.” Having so many 

different ways nowadays of maintaining contact has made it easier. There is the 

usual -  prayer, phone calls, text messages, emails, letters and cards, chatting in 

person from a distance, and also the social media platforms of Facebook, 

FaceTime, Messenger and Zoom. How wonderful that we can continue to show 

each other love, care and appreciation even though we cannot physically be 

together.  

We can rejoice and look for blessings each day knowing that all our worries and 

fears can be taken to God. Why? Because 1 Peter 5:7 says that God cares for us. 

In John O’Brien’s poem “Said Hanrahan”, the recurring line about the gloom of 

an impending drought is, “We’ll all be rooned,” said Hanrahan, “Before the year 

is out.”   

However, we need not be gloomy, we are Christian women still united in God’s 

love. The recurring line for our lives is: “This is the day that the Lord has made, 

we can rejoice and be glad in it!”   

God’s blessings to you all. 

Jenny Gellert, President of the LWV & Tas. 
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     Devotion by Pastor Adrian Kramer, LWV Spiritual Advisor 

“Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every Word that comes from the 

mouth of God.” Matthew 4:4 

“If you were going to be marooned on a deserted island, what three things would 

you take?” How long has it been since you were asked or considered this 

hypothetical question? And if you were to answer it now, what three things would 

you include? Shampoo, my pet cat and a sharp knife? A roll of canvas, a needle and 

a water bottle? An axe, matches and my wife?  

Well, there is no need to imagine what you would take, because you are marooned 

in your home and have been for the last couple of months. So, how are you going, 

isolated from your friends and family and your normal routines? Are you thriving? 

Are you struggling? Or are you managing to just get by?   

In your own home, you are, of course, not limited to just three things. You have most 

of the comforts you want and are either restocking the fridge and pantry, or having 

someone do it for you. But to thrive as people we need more than a certain number 

of calories. We need to be with our loved ones and close friends.  

Jesus says there is something more important for us 

than human contact and bread: Him and His Word. We 

“shall not live by bread alone, but by every Word 

that comes from the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4). 

Our life is from Jesus, He created us (Jn 1:3). He gave 

His life on the cross in exchange for our life, which the 

Ten Commandments demand be taken from us, 

because we are sinners. Jesus gives us breath and 

forgiveness.  

And all this is revealed to us in the written Word. Sin and forgiveness, rebellion and 

mercy, faith and unbelief, judgement and pardon are literally on every page. At 

times we may scold the Old Testament people for their stupidity. But then we realise 

that we are as foolish as they. We need God’s love in Christ as much as they did.  

If you haven’t been madly turning the pages of your Bible over the last 8 weeks, I 

encourage you to get into it. It will feed your faith like nothing else can. Start at the 

beginning. Start with the Gospels. Stick your finger in the middle somewhere and 

start there. It doesn’t matter where, it’s all good stuff.  
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Read the Word. Chew on it. Pray it. Some of it will stick in your throat. That’s okay, just 

trust that is coming to you from your heavenly Father, who has your eternal welfare in 

mind. Start reading with a friend and ring each day to chat about what you have read 

over a cuppa. Ring your pastor and chew his ear off with questions about animal 

sacrifice or why we don’t hear about the other wife of Abraham? 

In these days when we cannot have communal worship or the Supper of our Lord, we 

still have the Word and our Baptism. And if we have those, we have all we need to 

survive isolation and come out of it with a stronger faith, and a better understanding 

of the story of salvation. Your growing faith will make you hungrier to receive Christ’s 

body and blood in the Divine Service when we gather in our own churches again. It 

will also make you more thankful for all the blessings our Lord mercifully grants us. 

And we have so much to thank Him for.  

Let’s pray.  

Gracious Lord, thank You for making us Your own 

children and for protecting us through this 

pandemic. Grant Your Holy Spirit to stir up our 

faith to spend this time in the study of Your Word 

and prayer, that reading about Your love for Your 

wayward children, our faith and trust in You and 

your salvation through Christ would be more 

resilient. Amen 

 

NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE   
 

Please forward articles to the 

Newsletter Editor  

by  Friday 14th AUGUST 2020 

See the crosses made for Good Friday.  

See the coconut tomb open for Easter Sunday.  

Jenny Gellert’s creative way to celebrate our 

most holy weekend of the year, at the time of 

serious lockdown, 
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Warm Christian greetings to all dear Lutheran Women of Victoria and Tasmania!   

What a strange reality we find ourselves in at this time!  Probably now more than 

ever, we are in need of the encouragement and wisdom underlying the subject “Women of Strength” 

which was to be our Retreat theme for this year.   

In my devotion this morning, I was reminded of the importance of building on Jesus, our Rock.  He is 

the One who gives our lives stability and purpose, no matter the circumstances we find ourselves in.  

God’s Word is overflowing with precious promises to shore up our faith and hope during uncertainty, 

struggle and seclusion.  While many in our world may find themselves adrift in seas of fear and 

confusion, we anchor ourselves to the truth that we are not alone. Our loving Heavenly Father is with 

us in our particular circumstances and will make provision for all our needs. I do hope you are finding 

this a reality in your lives at the moment, and are able to recognise God’s grace and mercy in 

different ways every day. 

I encourage you to take advantage of the many resources available to help and nurture you as we 

navigate this season.  For those of you with internet access look for our Facebook page “Lutheran 

Women’s Retreats – Vic/Tas” ask to join, and then share with your friends.  The LCA is producing an 

excellent series of daily devotions particularly pertinent to our current situation.  These can be found 

on their website under Church @ Home.  Print versions are also available. Some of you may be 

joining in with worship services via Zoom or YouTube.  For those in Melbourne and Geelong areas 

able to do this, tune in to Channel 44 on Friday’s at 1pm to view services from St Paul’s, Box Hill on 

TV. 

In the meantime, I encourage you to stay 

connected to one another. Pick up the 

phone and check in with someone, meet 

up for coffee if you can.  Share your 

stories and support each other in your 

faith.  And our loving Heavenly Father 

bless and keep you all. 

Your sister in Christ, 

Merrilyn Koch 

 

 

So encourage each 

other and build each 

other up, just as you 

are already doing.  

1 Thessalonians 5:11 

  Encouragement from Merrilyn Koch, President, LWV/T Retreat Committee  

Libby says: “Please join us for a time of prayer, 

learning and reflection on how God speaks to us 

through women of strength in the New Testament. 

Using their stories, we will explore our stories and 

support each other to seek and explore God’s 

voice and strength in our own lives and the lives 

of those we know and love.” 

“Women of  

Strength”  
“I am the Lord’s servant,” 

Mary answered. “May Your 

Word to me be fulfilled.”  

Luke 1:38a 
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Retreat Bible Study News for 2020 

2021 Retreats 

Topic: Women of Strength 
Join us at one of these venues 

Tandara [May] 

Knox [Metro] [June] 

Wangaratta [North East] 

[July] 

Rainbow [Western] [July] 

Launceston [Tasmania] 

[August] 

Araluen [September] 

20th March 2020  

Dear Sisters in Christ,  

 It is with regret that I write to inform you that the LWV/T Retreat Committee has decided to cancel 

our Retreat program for 2020. Taking into consideration the latest directives from the Australian 

Government around social distancing it is not feasible to conduct retreats in the way we would 

wish. In addition, we feel that the Bible study material currently being prepared by Libby Jewson 

under the theme “Women of Strength” is of such value and benefit that we would like to see it 

reach the widest possible audience, so that many women are able to be blessed by these sessions.  

To this end, we are planning to switch the whole program to 2021 with the same venues and 

comparable dates as advertised this year. Watch this space! – as we continue to stay in touch and 

update you on future plans.  

 We know the One who holds us and our future in His everlasting, ever-loving arms, and we are 

called to be His agents of peace and assurance in these times. Check in on each other – phone, call, 

meet up for coffee. Share your stories and encourage each other in your faith.  

You are the Father’s precious daughters, loved and delighted in by Him!  

Grace and peace,  

Merrilyn Koch  

PRESIDENT, LWV/T RETREAT COMMITTEE  

 Let us think of ways to motivate one 

another to acts of love and good 

works.  And let us not neglect our 

meeting together, as some people 

do, but encourage one another, 

especially now that the day of his 

return is drawing near.  

Hebrews 10:24,25 

  

Corona-Smilus! 

 I’ll tell you a coronavirus joke now, but you’ll have to wait two weeks to see if you got it.  

 You know what they’re saying about 2020. It went viral faster than anyone thought it would. 

 What types of jokes are allowed during quarantine? Inside jokes!  

https://www.reddit.com/r/Jokes/comments/fk86wf/let_me_tell_you_this_coronavirus_joke/
https://www.reddit.com/r/dadjokes/comments/flfhhv/well_2020/
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  Devotion by Dee Simons, LWV Committee Extra Member 
 

[Submitted for publication at the start of Term 2 at the end of April.] 

I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to 

this land. I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you. Genesis 

28:15  

It’s amazing how quickly our lives can change. Only six short weeks ago I was sitting in my busy 

office at the Good Shepherd College Senior Campus, tending to the needs of students, teachers, 

parents and anyone else who entered our doors. My time was primarily spent meeting the 

necessities a busy office demands.  And all this, amid the sounds of children’s chatter echoing down 

the distant hallway, hurried footsteps of staff as they head to make their next class, the mechanical 

sounds of the photocopier, the churning of the paper shredder – an active, vibrant place. 

So if you had told me six weeks ago that this vibrant flowing river would be slowed to 

a trickle, I would never have imagined the cause to be something my eyes could not 

see! And if you told me six weeks ago that the office entrance door would be locked 

or that one of my top priorities would be ensuring the hand sanitiser bottle remains 

full - I would have laughed out loud! And if you had informed me six weeks prior that 

at the beginning of each school day, I would be greeting students with a smile as I 

performed a mandatory temperature check on them, I definitely would have thought 

you were nuts! 

My personal family life is much the same, for instance, if you had told me six weeks ago that my 

family would be proxy congregational members of the Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Adelaide each 

week, and that my lounge room would be our place of worship, and my couch the pew, I again 

would have never believed it. So much change in so little time is unsettling, emotions go up and 

down as we try to navigate this new territory.  

So when I become like a grumbling Israelite trekking through this strange unknown desert, these 

beautiful confessional services are like Manna. In times of unease, God’s Word is magnified. 

Everything else fades into the distance of irrelevance as I hold on to the only source of comfort and 

truth. The beautiful old familiar hymns that I would once sing with thoughts wandering - have now 

become more precious as I read each verse. Words jumping out, the living word put to music - 

prayers placed in song.  There is no greater comfort knowing just who is in control and by whom I 

am being led.  

Hard to believe it was less than six weeks ago when we remembered a time perceived by the 

disciples as their darkest hour of fear and uncertainty, bearing witness to the events of Calvary.  

However, God in full control, had a perfect plan, turning that dark Friday into a Good Friday. Today 

we know that God’s plan will never be swayed during these uncertain days of sickness, fear and 

even death. His truth is still certain, His plan is still good and His promises remain steadfast.  

Prayer. 

Heavenly Father,  

You said that we are in this world but not of this world. As we witness all the fear and 

uncertainty around us, fill us with Your peace, remind us of our Baptism and Your 

promises to us through Jesus our Redeemer. In these changing times, comfort us with 

the knowledge that Your promises never change and that Your plans are secure. Fill us 

with Your Holy Spirit Lord, teach and nurture us in Your Word of Truth and keep us in 

that Truth. In Jesus’ Holy name we pray – Amen! 
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Greetings to all, 

In the last couple of weeks I personally have enjoyed church ‘hopping’. My 

Sundays have been blessed by worshipping in various congregations in Australia. 

I have even been to Canada and America! All of these at no cost, just the time 

to sit and listen on the internet. 

These times have been challenging!  We all feel the void in not being able to 

attend our places of worship, commune together and physically greet each 

other. 

We as an executive of LWA also have not been able to meet. This, with the 

cancellation of conventions throughout Australia, has shown me that personal 

contact is still important to us. Thanks to our progressive technology, phone 

calls, Zoom meetings and text messages are all possible at most times. We 

continue to move forward in our planning of LWA Convention in 2021, to be held 

in Horsham from the 24th – 26th Sept, prior to Synod to be held in Melbourne. We 

would love you all to attend. Mark it in your calendars, now!  

Our magazine committee have been working hard, contacting all distributors 

within all the guilds that subscribe to the Lutheran Women’s magazine. We 

wanted to ensure that we all kept connected and that none would be 

disadvantaged with not receiving the magazine on time and in their homes. You 

will get this through the post unless your guilds have indicated that they will 

personally see that all members receive their copy. We hope that you will 

continue to be encouraged through the studies/ devotions and personal stories, 

as our theme for this year has been ‘In everything, give thanks’. Who would 

have known last year when planning this, what God had put in our hearts and 

thoughts? GOD IS GOOD! 

We give praise for funds that have been given 

so far for all projects; we know that guilds may 

find difficulty in raising funds due to their 

inactivity. Please continue to pray and uphold 

all aspects of Lutheran Women, and our 

projects as God continues to bless you for ALL 

your prayers. 

May you all be encouraged from the words of 

Matthew chapter 6. 

Peace and grace, 

Wendy Habel 

 

Matthew 6:8,33 

Your Father knows what you need before you ask him… 

...But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and 

all these things will be given to you as well.   

Report from Wendy Habel, LWA President 

LWV  54TH CONVENTION   

2nd MAY  2020                                                            

Hosted by 

SHEPPARTON LADIES 

GUILD 

ST PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

54 POPLAR AVE., SHEPPARTON 
 

REGRETFULLY 

CANCELLED 
 

THEME: “LIVING WATER”   

John 4:14 
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WIMMERA MALLEE 

ZONE RALLY 

Thursday 27 August 2020 

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 

Horsham Road, Dimboola 

Theme: Lord, Teach us to Pray 

Matthew 6:5-14; Luke 11:1 

REGRETFULLY CANCELLED 

Secretary, Leonie Hateley 

Ph. 03 53 871 472 

 

2020 LWV Executive 
 
President: Jenny Gellert, 112 Shady Lane, Mailors Flat 3275  

Ph. 0429 327 366   jennyagellert@gmail.com  

Acting Vice President:  Annie Gellert, 805 Yarram Gap Rd, 

Willaura 3379  Ph 5354 1517; 0488 541 517  

geoffgellert@bigpond.com  

Secretary: Val Tischler, 7256 Coleraine-Edenhope Rd, 

Edenhope 3318  Ph. 03 5585 7226 ; 0427 048 511 

tischler.valerie.j@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Kerry Nolte, 65 Shakespeare St,  

Hamilton 3300  Ph. 03 55725472 ; 0429 725 473   

kerrynolte@hotmail.com  

Assistant Secretary: Julie Hedt, 2 Delville St, Horsham 3400  

Ph. 0429 810 740  juland4@bigpond.com 

Extra Member: Judy Wiebusch, 1/17 Molesworth Drive, 

Highton 3216 Ph. 03 5243 4450   

judywiebusch@hotmail.com 

Extra Member & Acting Newsletter Editor: Anne Hill, 12 

Fyfe Street, Hamilton, 3300   Ph. 03  5572 2727 ; 0419 036 

123     bjalhill@bigpond.net.au 

 Extra Member: Dee Simons, PO Box 113, Dunkeld, 3294  

Ph. 0448 772 429   office@gsc.vic.edu.au (during school 

days)   bdsimons@bigpond.com (school holiday time)                                                                                                                    

Spiritual Advisor: Rev Adrian Kramer,  

2 Bedggood Court, Sebastopol 3356  Ph. 03 5336 2088,   

0439 849 407    adrian.kramer@lca.org.au  

LWV Stamp Receiver: Shirley Jorgensen,  

20 Thornley St, Horsham 3400  Ph. 0457 587 858 

      2020 Retreat Committee 

President: Merrilyn Koch, 2 Mariners Drive, Surrey 

Downs, S.A. 5126,  Ph. 0429 077 559   

merrilynkayekoch@gmail.com 

Secretary: Christine Modra, 24 Moore St, Colac 3250 

Ph. 0419 291 661   mrsmodra@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Suzanna Bowman,  

36 South Parade,      Blackburn 3130,  Ph. 0427 802 226   

bowtools@iinet.net.au                                                                                                        

Extra Member: Vacant 

Extra Member:  Vacant 

Western Zone Fellowship Day  
in conjunction with the celebration of  

75th anniversary of Ladies Guild,  
at Trinity Lutheran Church,  

261 Koroit Street, Warrnambool,  

REGRETFULLY CANCELLED 

Theme: "Walk in the light  

of the Lord."   

 

 

    Annie would love to hear from you! 

    LUTHERAN WOMEN  

REPORTER: 
 
 

  Reports for Lutheran Women  

  magazine can be sent to: 

Annie Gellert 

805 Yarram Gap Rd,  

Willaura 3379   

Ph 5354 1517; 0488 541 517  

 geoffgellert@bigpond.com  

mailto:office@gsc.vic.edu.au
mailto:bdsimons@bigpond.com
mailto:bowtools@iinet.net.au

