Notes on the Readings

2 KINGS 5:1-14: Naaman, a general in the Syrian army, had the much feared and disfiguring disease of leprosy. Arameans (Syrians) had long been raiding the borders of Israel. The little servant girl not only had compassion on her mistress's husband, but faith that God's prophet could help. A series of diplomatic bungles was capped by Naaman's perceived slight from the prophet. However, the mere word of God's representative eventually proved efficacious when Naaman was willing to trust that word. The power of the true God was made evident in a miracle cleansing.

ISAIAH 66:10-14: From the many powerful motifs surrounding our reading in this last chapter of Isaiah, it can be seen that the prophet is speaking also about the last times. God would certainly bestow uncountable blessings through the prosperity of a restored and rebuilt Jerusalem after the return from captivity. The prophet's words stretch out far further than this, though. We can apply this picture of Jerusalem as a doting mother also to God's care of us by the spiritual nurture he gives through the New Testament church. However, the heavenly Jerusalem will bring all of God's servants into the perfect security of intimate communion with him forever.

GALATIANS 6:(1-6)7-16: For those who are led by the Spirit, there can be no harsh and censorious judgment of a lapsed fellow Christian. The law of Christ is the law of Christian love, which works from within with a compassionate concern for the sinner. Pride has no place in sharing such burdens - any Christian can fall. Valid and loving concern also looks after the material wellbeing of full-time workers in the gospel. Paul finally urges his readers to beware of falling into the hypocritical trap of thinking that an outward ritual act, such as circumcision, can have any saving effect alongside of Christ's saving work. There is only one thing in which a Christian can take pride, and that is the gift that is bestowed from outside of us in what was accomplished by our Lord Jesus Christ.

LUKE 10:1-11,16-20: There was urgency for preparation of the people in towns throughout Judea where Jesus purposed to go. To help speed his own ministry, Jesus sent out the seventy/seventy-two disciples to announce that the kingdom was near. Their commission to heal was further evidence of the Messiah's coming. The rejection of the message which the Lord was so eager to spread was obviously a serious matter. However, the disciples were not to be discouraged. Their joy upon returning was based on the evidence of success before their eyes. While the Lord also rejoiced, he voiced a deep truth. The disciples were not to be impressed by the spectacular so much as the fact that they were secure under God's grace. 
