Notes on the Readings
Isaiah 1:1,10-20: The countryside of Judah lay devastated by the Assyrian army, yet the nation seemed to be asking for more retribution from the hand of God. The reference to Sodom and Gomorrah reduces Jerusalem and Judah to a level of moral revulsion. While it was obvious from the detailed list of rituals that people were in fact involved in the temple worship, yet Isaiah proclaims that both offerings and the offerers were rejected. The Lord found them an abomination because of their moral behaviour and the absence of true social concern for the poor and helpless. In that light, Isaiah's appeal to the nation to return to the Lord in true repentance is most moving. If scarlet sin can be made as white as snow, then there is certain assurance of forgiveness. However, repentant obedience receives grace, while rebellion invites the further retribution of God.

Genesis 15:1-6: This is the fifth revelation given by God to Abram concerning future blessing to the world through an heir. In view of Abram's and Sarai's advanced age and their trust that the promise would come true, they had tried different strategies to 'make it happen' according to their own understanding. The Lord had borne with these emergent problems but now he provided new courses to support Abram in his faith. He showed Abram the stars with the promise of equally numerous descendants, not just one! With this assurance Abram simply believed in tranquil obedience. We are told that 'God counted (reckoned) it to him as righteousness'. That is an act purely on God's part, ie to count Abram's obedient faith as 'righteousness', not an attainment reached by Abram himself.

Hebrews 11:1-3; 8-16: Faith deals with things future and invisible. Just as the whole creation came into existence from nothing by the power of the divine word, just so, faith is sure of the fulfilment of God's promises for the future and the reality of things which we cannot see. Abraham is cited as a supreme example for his trust in a future unfolding both physical and spiritual blessings that were absolute impossibilities from a human perspective. God's gift of the heavenly homeland came to those believers of old who maintained their trust, just as it will come to us who live in the assurance of things hoped for with the conviction of things not seen.

Luke 12:32-40: The Lord here consoles his followers with the thought that though they are a small group in a large and threatening hostile world, they are still his little flock to whom the Father will give the kingdom. Yet their faith will inevitably be tested. Therefore material possessions should be kept in their place and shared when the need presents itself, for heavenly treasure lasts eternally. The return of the Lord also tests believers' faith. Because of its delay, the temptation is to grow spiritually lazy. The obedience of constant readiness goes with a vital and live faith in the reality of the future heavenly life that we cannot as yet see and the fulfilment of the promises for which we hope. The Lord has already saved his servants through his redemption from sin. Let us be eagerly waiting when he knocks. 

