Surprise! Surprise!

(There are 10 characters who would have to be slightly older children. Young children could act some of the scenes or be angels or animals. Songs are suggestions only)

Pictures of events on screen or children act out the parts. 

Narrator:
Let me take you back to a time when there was no Christmas. 

December 24th was just like any other day…nothing special going on.

No reason to celebrate. Another year nearly finished and nothing much has changed. Here in Nazareth the Romans are still giving us a hard time. The only light at the end of the tunnel is that promise God made seven hundred years ago that he would send someone to get us out of this mess we’re in.

That was so long ago. Surely he hasn’t forgotten? Maybe one day he’ll surprise us.

SONG

COME, LORD JESUS, COME (AT 20).

Zechariah:
My name is Zechariah, and I’m a priest. For years my wife Elizabeth and I  

prayed that God would give us a child, but we gave up because we thought we were too old. But one day when I was in the temple I got the surprise of my life! More of a shock really. An angel suddenly appeared and told me that Elizabeth would have a son and we were to call him John. I was so amazed



that I questioned whether this was possible at our age. Not a good idea. The



angel said that because I didn’t believe him I wouldn’t be able to speak 



until after the baby was born. So I couldn’t even tell anyone my good news!

Elizabeth:
I am Elizabeth, Zechariah’s wife. If he was surprised, how do you think I 



felt?  Pregnant at my age! But our son was to be a special part of God’s  

plan. It was his job to tell everybody that the Messiah was coming soon. He 

became known as John the Baptist, because the people who took him 

seriously were sorry they had acted so badly and wanted to be baptized.


Mary:
Surprised! I was flabbergasted! There I was in Nazareth preparing to marry my fiancé, Joseph, when suddenly an angel appeared with an amazing message for me. I was to have a baby….. God’s son! How could this be? I didn’t understand, but the choice was simple. If this was what God wanted me to do, how could I refuse? I was honoured. There were many more surprises in store for me, not all of them happy, but they were obviously still part of a plan.

SOLO (OR CD) MARY’S SONG

Joseph:
Surprised? You could say that! I wasn’t sure what to think. My future 

wife went off to visit her cousin, Elizabeth, and came back pregnant. I was going to call off the wedding, but then, another surprise. One night when I was asleep, I also had a visit from an angel. He said it would be alright to go ahead and marry Mary. The baby really was God’s son, and we were to call him Jesus, which means ‘The Lord saves’.  So I married her. That wasn’t the only surprise visit I had from an angel, but more of that later. 

Innkeeper:
I own this hotel in Bethlehem. It sure was busy that night, what with all those people arriving from all over the place for the census. My place was completely booked out. I was surprised when this young couple turned up looking for a room. I couldn’t turn them away because she was about to have a baby. All I could offer them was the stable out the back; not the best place to give birth, but it was all I had. I was too busy to keep an eye on them. I wonder what happened to that baby.

CAROL
AWAY IN A MANGER

Shepherds:
It was so cold that night! We were huddled around the fire trying to keep warm when all of a sudden there was this flash of light – it lit up the sky. 

Can you imagine our surprise when an angel appeared?  We were terrified!


But the angel said, “Don’t be afraid.” Easier said than done. Then he told us he had good news about a baby boy who had just been born in a stable in the town. The Saviour, no less! 


Next thing the sky was full of angels singing “Glory to God in the highest.” That convinced us this was something special, so we left the sheep to look after themselves and raced off to find the baby. There he was, sleeping in the feed box on some hay, just as the angels had said. 


Mary and Joseph were very surprised when we told them how we found out about their baby. Mary took it all in and wondered what it meant. After we left we told everyone we met what we had seen that night. I don’t know why ordinary people like us were the first ones to be told and the first to visit this special baby, but I certainly never forgot that night. 

CAROL
WHILE SHEPHERDS WATCHED

Simeon:
I’m Simeon, and I spend a lot of time at the temple here in Jerusalem. A long time ago I received a personal promise from God that before I die I would see the Saviour. One day a young couple came into the temple with a baby about six weeks old. I knew straight away that this child was the one I had been waiting for. I took him in my arms and held him up.  My eyes filled with tears of joy as I thanked God. Now I could die a happy man. I think everyone in the temple was surprised by my antics, but I knew this child was the promised Prince of Peace. 

Anna:
I am Anna, the prophetess. I was in the temple that day too. In fact I was there every day. I saw what Simeon did and I knew, as he did, that this child was the one our people had been waiting for. I couldn’t help bursting into songs of thanksgiving that I had looked into the face of the Redeemer. What a day!

CAROL
UNTO US A CHILD IS BORN

Wise men:
We had read about the promise God made in the ancient scriptures, so when we observed a new star in the night sky we were convinced that this was the sign that the new King had been born. We were very excited, and set out on our long journey, not quite knowing where we were going, but anxious not to miss this momentous event. 

It seemed to us that the obvious place to look for a king was Jerusalem, but when we arrived there no-one seemed to know anything about it. King Herod summoned us to his palace to ask us when we thought this king had been born. His advisors had told him that according to the prophet Micah he was to be born in Bethlehem. And surprise, surprise, the star that had led us to Jerusalem suddenly reappeared and led the way to the house where they were living. 

What a joy when we finally found the boy with his mother. We knelt down and worshipped him and gave him the gifts we had brought. Herod had asked us to go back and tell him where the boy was so he could worship him too, but we didn’t trust him. Anyway an angel warned us in a dream that Herod was planning to kill him, so we went home another way.

CAROL
AS WITH GLADNESS

Joseph:
I had another surprising visit from an angel to warn us that Herod was out to kill Jesus, so we fled to Egypt until we were told it was safe to return to Nazareth. Jesus grew up there and learnt to be a carpenter.  When he was thirty years old he left home and began the work he had been sent to do. 

PASTOR’S MESSAGE
God is full of surprises. No-one expected the Saviour of the world to be born in a smelly stable to poor parents.
CAROL
JOY TO THE WORLD

