The LCA provides this sermon edited for lay-reading, with thanks to the original author.
Sermon for the Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 18), Year C

The Text: Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18

PS 139:1O LORD, You have searched me

    and You know me.

2You know when I sit and when I rise;

    You perceive my thoughts from afar.

3You discern my going out and my lying down;

    You are familiar with all my ways.

4Before a word is on my tongue

    You know it completely, O LORD.

5You hem me in--behind and before;

    You have laid your hand upon me.

6Such knowledge is too wonderful for me,

    too lofty for me to attain.

13For you created my inmost being;

    You knit me together in my mother's womb.

14I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made;

    Your works are wonderful,

    I know that full well.

15My frame was not hidden from you

    when I was made in the secret place.

  When I was woven together in the depths of the earth,

16Your eyes saw my unformed body.

  All the days ordained for me

    were written in your book

    before one of them came to be.

17How precious to me are your thoughts, O God!

    How vast is the sum of them!

18Were I to count them,

    they would outnumber the grains of sand.

  When I awake,

    I am still with you.

Today modern science shows something of the intricate nature of human life with 3D colour ultrasounds and videos of a child’s development in their mother’s womb. We can see the formation of the ears and eyes after just 3 weeks, and a heart beating at 22 days. After 6 weeks we can see fingers and toes forming. At 11 weeks baby can wiggle those fingers and toes and smile and frown and suck their thumb. At 13 weeks baby’s ears can pick up vibrations and so is comforted by the constant sound of their mother’s heartbeat. 

Thousands of years before such advancements in science and technology, King David penned Psalm 139, in which he confessed that before David knew God, God knew him. David’s frame was not hidden from God when God wove him together in the ‘secret place’. God is with him always, and has been in control of every aspect of his life since the very beginning, even appointing all the days for David to live before one of them has even come into being. There is nothing in David’s life that is unknown to God. God knows when David sits down and when he gets up again. He knows all of David’s thoughts. Every morning when David ‘goes out’ and every evening when he lies down, God is with him and also every moment between. God is familiar with all of David’s ways and even knows what he will speak before a word is even on David’s tongue. God surrounds David with his presence, ‘hemming him in’ as it were, even being with David as he knit him together in his mother’s womb. This is what King David found so comforting―that even though he was pursued, attacked and persecuted―that the God and author of life would keep him safe. It is also such a beautiful image of God’s love for each person and how high he regards all human life.

The intricacy and delicacy of human life generally, and especially in the womb, is one of those areas of knowledge that David says is too wonderful for him; too lofty for him to understand. If only society today would not seek meaning and purpose from what it purchases and instead recognise that human beings are fearfully and wonderfully made by the hands of a loving and all powerful Creator and Redeemer. The western world is addicted to accumulating more and more ‘stuff’, about purchasing an experience, an identity, a value and a purpose. Society creates meaning through what it buys rather than deriving meaning from God’s Word. Advertising bombards us with the temptation to believe we never have enough; that we should never be satisfied with what we have, and that we need to throw the old away and get the latest and best; that if we don’t go and get what we want, when we want, then we won’t find happiness. That kind of attitude has intruded into the area of relationships and sexuality. Partners become accessories that society says we should pick and mix according to what we feel like, when we feel like it. When they don’t fulfil our desires as we expect, then we do away with them. 

This attitude has even intruded into the area of parenting. Unborn children are under threat from parents who are in the market for designer babies. In recent years a couple in Victoria was left devastated when their newborn daughter died shortly after birth. Overcome by grief they became determined to add a baby girl to their family and in trying to do so since had 3 boys. Trying again to have another daughter through the IVF procedure, twin boys were instead conceived, and their parents were so determined to have a girl that they decided to abort them. They said “it had been a traumatic decision to make, but we could not continue to have unlimited numbers of children.”
 This couple’s grief at their newborn daughter’s death is heart-wrenching. But even sadder is that they now have 3 dead children.
Where did this happen? Europe? America? No. Right here, in Australia. At that time the Victorian government had passed legislation to decriminalise abortion up to 24 weeks of age after then Premier John Brumby announced: 'Our existing laws are out of step with community sentiment.'
 We know the political push at the present time to decriminalise all abortion, for any reason, at any stage of pregnancy. This is so sad for two reasons—the first being the abortion itself. The second that our Government, and others that followed, introduced laws ultimately defining the value of human life based on what society wanted, rather than on God’s view of life. 
In 1920 two German physicians Karl Binding and Alfred Hoche published a book called The Permission to destroy life unworthy of life
. With this publication they argued that “empty shells of human beings” such as those with brain damage, psychiatric conditions and other mental and emotional disorders were simply disposable. They argued that money spent to care for (quote) “meaningless life” could be used by those socially and physically fit. It was just a matter of determining which lives were worthy of life. We should demand an answer to this question: who dares to decide that? And what is the criteria?

History shows that this thinking led to brutal Nazi experiments and death camps, forced sterilization programs, and radical “eugenics” movements throughout Europe and the United States, which aimed to improve the genetic composition of the population through promoting higher reproduction among people with desirable traits, and reduced reproduction among people with less desirable traits—in other words, breeding a superior race. It’s hard to believe how people could be so evil. While the world is rightly appalled at the atrocities of the Nazi regime it is largely ignorant of the fact that the victims of abortion far outweigh the numbers of those who perished under Hitler. A year after the 2008 Victorian legislation was passed in Australia, 70, 000 abortions were performed in Australia that year alone. 
Today’s Psalm shows us that the value of human life does not depend upon what someone is able 

or unable to do, or what they look like, or the problems they might encounter. Human value and worth and dignity is not dependent on what kind of work we do or the salary we earn. It is not dependent on race, gender, religion, social standing, popularity, the colour of our eyes or hair, the shape of our body or the number and attractiveness of the partners we have. It is not dependent on whether we have the latest fashion in our wardrobe, the kind of car we drive or the size of the house we live in, or how many flat-screens we possess. Human value and worth and dignity depends solely on what God says about us, because he is the author of life.

And that is good news for us. We are carefully, intentionally, and personally made by God as complex beings. David’s personal confession of faith that God is with him always, and has been in control of every aspect of his life since the very beginning is the reality that we share in too. God has always cared for us without any help from us. He has appointed all the days of our lives before one of them even came to be. He knit you together in your mother’s womb. Your frame was not hidden from God when he weaved you together in this secret place. Before you knew God, God knew you. He loves you as part of the highest point of his creation. Even if it seems that sometimes God couldn’t understand what you are going through, or if it feels like the Lord isn't around, the God who neither slumbers nor sleeps is with us through the night and when we awake. There is nothing you are experiencing that is unknown to him. God knows when you sit down and when you get up again. He knows all your thoughts. Every morning—in your ‘going out’—and every evening—at your lying down—God is with you. God is familiar with all your ways and even knows what you will speak before a word is on your tongue. God surrounds you.

That should be a truly comforting thing for us to know. God is ever present and completely in control of our lives. There is nothing outside of his knowledge or care. We can commend our lives and cares to him, confident that he will always do what is best for us. He has ordained all our days. God’s power controls our life and in his grace and wisdom he has a wonderful plan for your life. Yet when we realize that God knows everything about us that can also be a fearful thing. When I realize God knows my secret sinful thoughts and attitudes, the unloving words before they are even on my tongue, when I sit and rise and all my sin in between, it can be a frightening thing.

Yes, God knows absolutely everything about us...and he still loves us. He loves you so much that he sent his Son into the world. Jesus also became an embryo, for you. Miraculously conceived by the Holy Spirit, the true Son of God became human with that first cell division, then another and another. His heart began beating at 22 days. God was with him in his mother Mary’s womb, knitting Jesus together in that secret place. All the days on this earth were ordained for Him before one of them came to be. He was given the names ‘Immanuel’ which means ‘God with us’ and ‘Jesus’ which means ‘God saves’. He has saved you by taking your frail and sinful human flesh upon Himself. The hands that knitted you together in your mother’s womb were stretched out on a Cross, were pierced with nails. His blood was shed there instead of yours, the precious blood that is the cleansing flood of forgiveness. Every human being is a human being for whom Jesus Christ died. He came to seek and save the most fragile of humanity: the embryo in the petri dish, the child with Down’s Syndrome yet to be born, the young woman who is brain damaged, the elderly man with Alzheimer’s disease have all been bought with a price—and so have you. Through faith in him alone, the faith you received when God gave you new birth in the waters of baptism, you are declared by God to be righteous.

This costly price Jesus paid to make you his own means that he has freed you to live under him in his Kingdom and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. What are you going to do to stop society’s slide into moral oblivion? The society that our children and grandchildren are growing up in, that says “Do whatever you want to do...and that’s OK”. God has knit you together in your mother’s womb with eyes and a heart and mouth, and then made you a new creation in Christ Jesus, so that now you are able to look on society through the eyes of Jesus, loving with a gentle and sorrowing heart as he does, using your lips to teach the faith to your children, your grandchildren, speaking his words to make a stand for the unloved, the frail, the vulnerable and giving them the hope of the gospel, that Jesus Christ will not snuff out a smoldering wick, but came into our self-destructing world to save such as these. 
Amen.
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