NOTES ON THE READINGS

JEREMIAH 29:1,4-7: After besieging and eventually sacking Jerusalem, Nebuchadnezzar took the greater part of the residents to Babylon (v1). Jeremiah reports in verse four that it was the Lord who deported them. The people were devastated that they had lost their identity and also their God. False prophets among them played on this and predicted that just a short stay in Babylon would see them home soon. Jeremiah knew God had in mind a far deeper chastening than that. He therefore wrote a letter to the exiles from Jerusalem to counter this disturbing influence. He counselled them to submit to God's will, to establish homes and families as if they were permanent residents, to become model citizens in the foreign community, and to pray for their new government and community as that which was given them by the Lord for their protection and welfare.

2 KINGS 5:1-3,7-15c: Naaman, a general in the Syrian army, had the much feared and disfiguring disease, leprosy. Arameans (Syrians) had long been raiding the borders of Israel. The little servant girl not only had compassion on her mistress's husband, but faith that God's prophet could help. A series of bungles was capped by a perceived slight from the prophet. However, the mere word of God's representative eventually proved efficacious when Naaman was willing to trust that word. The power of the true God was made evident in a miracle cleansing.

2 TIMOTHY 2:8-15: 'Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of David' presupposes the whole history of Israel culminating in the everlasting kingship of King David's descendant. Even if preaching the gospel results in imprisonment or even death, the gospel itself cannot be suppressed. It will therefore bring salvation to those whom God had in mind when he shaped his plans of election back in eternity. Remaining true in the faith and confessing the faith means reigning with Christ in glory, for God is faithful to his promises. So that all this may transpire according to God's gracious purpose, Timothy is urged not only to warn against empty and meaningless disputes, but also to be very careful in conscientious presentation of the true exposition of Scripture.

LUKE 17:11-19: Some lepers, excluded from regular society but living together for mutual support, were certain Jesus could cure them. Approaching him, they begged him from a distance to have mercy on them. Jesus' command to show themselves to the priest called for faith that they would be healed. Anyone cured of leprosy was required to be declared cleansed by a priest according to Levitical law. All could have returned to thank Jesus upon realising they were whole. Jesus' disappointment that only one returned, a Samaritan at that, shows that godliness is sometimes more apparent outside the formal church than within it. This Samaritan was the only one who both witnessed to the power of God in the miracle as well as giving thanks. The pronouncement, 'Your faith has saved you', indicates that he was not only cleansed bodily, as were the other nine, but that salvation now lay with his soul.

