Prayer of the Church, Ascension

Our Lord and brother, Jesus Christ, has been raised to the right hand of God. Let us pray to him that he would intercede for us and for all the world before our Father in heaven.
Gracious God, we pray for those who exercise authority in our country, especially our Prime Minister [insert name], and all those involved in federal, state and local levels of government. Strengthen them in difficult times, and guide them to make good decisions that honour your will to provide for all people.
Ascended Lord,

hear our prayer.
Show your mercy to those caught in sin that they may know the freedom which forgiveness brings. Help us to share your love with a world in desperate need of your grace and forgiveness.

Ascended Lord,

hear our prayer.
Hear the cries of those who are treated unjustly, and release those who are unfairly imprisoned. Let your peace and freedom reign, especially in lands ruled by oppressive regimes!

Ascended Lord,

hear our prayer.
Show your favour to the poor, and grant them justice. Help society everywhere make provision for people in difficult circumstances.  Be with all those facing unemployment and all kinds of hardships, and give us eyes to see and hearts to care for them.  

Ascended Lord,

hear our prayer.
Loving God, we especially pray for those who bear intolerable burdens of illness, grief, or anxiety. Bring healing, comfort and peace. Bless all those who care for the sick, and strengthen and protect them that they may continue as your blessing to those unwell.
Ascended Lord,

hear our prayer.
Lord Jesus Christ, our great High Priest, you ascended into heaven, to your Father and our Father, to your God and our God. Always remember us, and never cease to represent our cause before the throne of God, with whom you live and reign, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
