Notes on the Readings, Proper 16c
Jeremiah 1:4-10: The calling of a prophet. The eternal all-knowing and almighty God knows the course of events that will unfold from beginning to end. Thus even prior to his conception, Jeremiah was shaped in detail to be the agent and mouthpiece of God. His words were not to be his but God's. His doubts and objections were overcome by God's assurance that though he would not escape trial and difficulty, God would be beside him to deliver him. Nations would come under Jeremiah's prophetic office. The word of God would be initially destructive as it worked ultimately to restore repentant people to God-pleasing obedience and blessedness.

Isaiah 58:9b-14: Isaiah was speaking directly here to people in times when evil had flooded in. Where people centre their prime attention on the pursuit of self-aggrandisement, riches and lust, their social conscience and care for the poor are forgotten. Isaiah addressed the nation with the reminder that the measure of physical care and relief directed in compassion towards the helpless and underprivileged would be given back more than amply by the Lord, even by material blessings. However, no one was to think that to be the sole concern in his call to reform. A return to steady, constant but sincere and joyful worship of the Lord on the designated day of worship would bring the highest blessings in the order that only God can give. Love to humanity flows from love to God.

Hebrews 12:18-29: At Mount Sinai God revealed himself by means of terrifying phenomena. Smoke, earthquake, blazing fire, trumpet, and the voice of God paralysed the people (and even Moses) with fear. Christians, in contrast, have come to a vastly different mountain. The heavenly Jerusalem, built on the heavenly Mount Zion, reverberates with the joyous sounds of heavenly celebration. Angels, perfected saints and God himself loudly rejoice in what the blood of Jesus has accomplished. No one should ever think, however, than an accomplished salvation permits an easy-going or casual response. The Lord who shook Sinai will shake the earth when it passes away in the final judgment. The word of God survives everything else to reveal the new order. Christians accordingly will thankfully worship the Lord with a holiness befitting the higher law of love.

Luke 13:10-17: The woman's affliction caused by a spirit had crippled her for 18 years in such a way that she could not assume straight posture. The word of Jesus set her free. The fact that she was able to praise God did not prevent the synagogue ruler's criticism that the Sabbath rules had been broached. Jesus' reference to the critics' hypocrisy could not be answered. People were moved by kindness to give their animals drink on the Sabbath, but the same kindness could not be extended to a suffering fellow believer. Rules which normally serve a God-given purpose need also to be placed under the higher law of love.
