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General Introduction

… whatever … read this bit first…

The fundamental question:

What is God’s call on our lives and on our congregations, schools, aged care facilities and other missions, ministries and agencies?

We are not just looking for the best of human wisdom or the latest insight from business or scholarly research. We want to hear God.

We begin to answer that question by listening to God in three different ways

1
Listen to God speaking through his Word

2
Listen to God speaking through each other & those who walked the way before us
3
Listen for God at work in the world 

As Christians we never start with a blank sheet of paper. God always takes the initiative. He speaks, we listen and respond. It is not our task to redefine what the church is. God has sent his church into the world with good news. Nor is it our job to decide what the good news is. In fact, we don’t have a mission; we can only join God in his mission.

God gives the gift of leadership, but he doesn’t just speak through bishops, church presidents, pastors and other leaders. He speaks through all members of the church. As Isaiah says, “A little child shall lead them.” [Is 11:6]. We all sit beneath the Word of God, at the feet of Jesus. Of course, we would be foolish to think we are the only ones who do this, or that those who have wrestled with the faith before us have nothing worthwhile to say to us. But we need to begin by listening afresh to the Word of God. That is sometimes difficult when we think we already know what it says. We are helped in listening to what the Word is saying to us today by also listening for what we can learn from our sisters and brothers, including those to whom God has given much and who have thought deeply about it, whether they are in our group, in other places in our world or have gone before us.
The LCA is currently engaged in strategic planning. At this stage it is very much a work in progress. Fifty leaders gathered in Melbourne early in 2010 for 48 hours of intense reflection and planning. An overarching theme was identified and expressed in brief mission and vision statements:
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Our Mission/Purpose

(God’s free grace in Christ makes us who we are)

We exist to connect with our world so that people everywhere may know Jesus and his love

Our Vision

We will be a church that with joyful hope receives, lives out and passes on the gospel

Five key areas were then identified. This is part of the context in which we as the SA/NT district will seek the mind of God for our lives and God’s mission among us and through us. The five key areas were reported in The Lutheran of June 2010 [the square brackets contain later wordings and comments]:
1
Helping God’s people develop a stronger faith [Nurture spiritual depth]

2
Developing a proactive mission culture in the LCA [Build our proactive missional culture]
3
Increasing leadership capability and capacity [Nurture leadership and capability at all levels]
4
Improving communication [Improve communication and engagement]
5
Becoming better stewards with our assets and resources so we can better support our ministry and mission activities [Leverage our assets and resources to support ministry and mission]
The Purpose

what we are trying to achieve

The purpose is not to develop a strategic plan document for District Church Council or for the LCA SA/NT District as a whole.
The purpose is to initiate a process in our congregations and other communities where through Bible study and listening we develop new maps to guide us on our journey as we participate in God’s mission to our local communities and further afield, including overseas with our partner churches. As in Acts 1:8 we begin locally. If we are engaged in mission in our locally communities we will naturally also want to work with Christian sisters and brothers in Aboriginal ministry and in other countries. 
The Process

how we plan to listen

We have provided a resource that assists the people of our church to gather in groups to pray; reflect together on the Word and the wisdom of those who have gone before; to listen to others and to our world and pray some more; and then to feed back to the SA/NT District what they have heard from God about his calling on our lives and our Church.
When we began developing this resource we had the following concerns in mind:
· Letting the Word of God speak afresh and not presuming we have already plumbed its depths.
· The reality that we don’t know what the future needs to look like; as the great explorers of old, we will need to develop new maps while on the journey.
· Bringing the wisdom of the past, including our confessions, to the table.
· The reality that God is already speaking to his people today.
· That it be a guided bottom-up, not a top-down approach.
· Identifying the stories and other feedback that will be most useful for the whole Church and devising means to collect, analyse and disseminate it.
· To focus on the first two key areas in the LCA’s current planning process (spiritual depth/missional culture), with some emphasis on the third (leadership) and fourth (communication).
· The assumption that when all the people of God are able to be part of the process there will be greater buy-in and ownership.
· Developing a process that involves practical action and actually begins to build the qualities it identifies. 

Words to Leaders
each study takes four or more sessions

1. Pray at the beginning, at points along the way, and at the end.
2. We have provided four studies. You can use them in any order you wish. It is intended that you stay with each study for at least four meetings of your group.
3. This is all about listening to God as he speaks to us today through his Word, through each other including those who have gone before us and through the world. It is all about listening! Listening takes time, so you need to slow things down. Begin by having someone read the text out loud slowly, pausing for 15-20 seconds (or longer) at significant points to let people take it in and jot down a few thoughts (there is space beside the text). It is good to use other translations as well. A different way of saying things sometimes sparks new thoughts. Eugene Petersen’s paraphrase The Message is especially helpful in this regard. Also read the text slowly and work in pairs when you do part 2 of each study.
4. The first session: It doesn’t matter whether you get to part 2 (listening to those who went before us) in your first session (it might be best if you don’t), but make sure you talk about part 3 (listening in the world) and decide what you will do before you meet again. Do this at each meeting. Everyone has a copy of the report form (part 4) Explain this at your first session and encourage people to jot down things along the way. [see point 8 below.]
5. The second and subsequent sessions: Start each session in a particular study by once again reading slowly the text in part 1, dividing into pairs and listening to one another. Immerse yourself in the same text each time and you will be surprised how much more you will hear as you listen to the Word and each other.

6. The Questions: The goal is not to find answers to particular questions. We have provided questions for parts 1 + 2 of each study. They are emergency rations. Only use them if you have to. You might decide not to print them for all members of the group. [This is a Word document so you can adapt as needed.] Let people listen, and see where that leads you.
7. Part 3: Listen for what God is doing in his world today. Talk with non-Christian friends, neighbours and workmates. Listen to the media. Include Aboriginal and overseas communities in your listening. How does this text relate to the world? What opportunities is God giving us? How do we engage with what God is doing to prepare people to hear the gospel? When we listen for what God is doing in the world we don’t hear about salvation and Jesus Christ. God brings that message through his Word. But God is at work in the world preparing people to hear the gospel.

8. Part 4: Finally, as a group, put together what you have learned that may be of help to others in our Church and email the feedback to mission@sa.lca.org.au so that it may be collated and fed back to all the groups that are meeting to listen to God. You register to receive the feedback by sending in your first response! You might need to unpack the categories on this form a bit for the group. We have used some ‘classic’ strategic planning headings and then focused on two of the LCA’s key planning areas.
Some Resources:


How to Read Slowly by James W Sire. Harold Shaw Publishers, Wheaton Illinois, 1989.


Dwelling in the Word from Church Innovations. Luther Seminary, Minnesota, 2011. See website… http://www.churchinnovations.org/ and follow the links to “Steps for Dwelling in the Word”. We have drawn from their insights in preparing these materials.
Words to Participants
take time, don’t rush
You are about to begin a journey. One that will bring blessing to your whole Church.

Take your time. Read slowly. We suggest that you work on each study over at least four sessions, reflecting on it together and asking questions of the text, each other (including those who walked The Way before you) and the world (your friends and workmates, as well as what you hear in the media). 
There is stuff for you to do between sessions. You will share what you learned when your group gathers again. At the end of each study (not after each session of a study) you will be asked to send a summary of what you have heard to mission@sa.lca.org.au so that others may also hear from you and your group and together across the SA/NT District we may begin to find a new direction as we respond to God’s calling on our lives.

This is Bible Study with a difference. Don’t try to get quick answers. Bathe the process in prayer. Try to come at it as though you have not seen it before, with fresh eyes. Listen with fresh ears. Ask, “What does this mean? For me? For my congregation? For my Church? For the world?” The goal is not just to get a new understanding, but to let God shape our imagination, attitudes and ultimately our actions. We need to work at listening to God; in his Word, in his people and in his world. And that takes time.

What is God calling us to do? is the key question, not What is God calling us to think? Are we being called to start a new mission initiative or a fresh expression of church? What will we do differently as a result of our listening to God?
This is a new/old approach to finding new direction and a sense of calling for our Church. In times past we might have engaged in traditional strategic planning, asking a group of leaders to listen to God and join in a process that would produce a document that the rest of us would then be asked to approve. That is good, but we think at this time we need a process that involves all the people of God, or at least as many as are willing to put in the time and effort. Rather than getting leaders together and producing a document, we want to hear from all the people of God. 
Whatever we do we need to make it a process of listening to God. We are Christians after all. We do not just want the latest insights from the world of business or scholarly research.  We want our lives – and our Church – to be shaped by God and his Word. Nothing else will do! Good news for all people! God bless your listening! To God the Glory! 
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Study 1
Study 1 / Part 1
Luke 10:1-12
Pray together. Then we suggest that you begin by asking someone to read the text below out loud from the NRSV. Do it … S L O W L Y … and leave 15-20 seconds or longer of silence after each section so that you have time to jot down, in the column next to the text, the thoughts as they come to you. If necessary repeat the process. God bless your listening! Make notes.
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1After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to every town and place where he himself intended to go. 2He said to them, "The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest. 3Go on your way. See, I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves. 4Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the road. 5Whatever house you enter, first say, 'Peace to this house!' 6And if anyone is there who shares in peace, your peace will rest on that person; but if not, it will return to you. 7Remain in the same house, eating and drinking whatever they provide, for the labourer deserves to be paid. Do not move about from house to house. 8Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome you, eat what is set before you; 9cure the sick who are there, and say to them, 'The kingdom of God has come near to you.' 10But whenever you enter a town and they do not welcome you, go out into its streets and say, 11'Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we wipe off in protest against you. Yet know this: the kingdom of God has come near.' 12I tell you, on that day it will be more tolerable for Sodom than for that town. 
This approach may take a bit of practice, so don’t worry too much if it takes a little while to get the hang of it. It is worth the effort!

Begin by listening to one another. Split into pairs (best with someone you don’t know very well, if that is possible) and tell each other what you heard in the text. Take 7-10 minutes or more.
· Did anything strike you as particularly important or grab your interest? 

· Did the text raise any questions in your mind? 

· Listen carefully (feel free to take notes); your job will be to report back to the whole group what your partner said. 

Pray and talk about it in the whole group.

Take time. Don’t rush the process. Over the weeks you will be blessed many times over.
Some questions you might find helpful to get the conversation going:

[Only use these questions if you need to. Always begin by listening to the Word and to each other. The questions are only “for emergencies” when you need to get people thinking and talking.]
It is easier to read Luke 10 in Church than to live it during the week. How would you begin to live out of this passage? What difference would it make to your life?
How ripe for harvest are the fields in which you live, work, shop and play?

Pray then go. [v2-3] Why? What role does prayer play?

Why go in pairs? What might this say about working with Christians from other traditions?

How light can you travel? [v4] Why does Jesus make the disciples dependent on those to whom they minister? How would you feel?
We are called to be hospitable. Here we are told to accept hospitality from others. 
What is the significance of that for us?

Today we mostly invite non-Christians to join us on our turf – our church buildings and homes. Jesus sends the disciples out into potentially hostile territory. What does that say to us? How would it look practically? How would we keep all our church programs going?

A blessing is not a pious wish or even a prayer. It is a word that brings that of which it speaks. The disciples are to bring a blessing of peace. What is the significance of v6?
Study 1 / Part 2

Listening to those who walked the path before us
We hear from the Formula of Concord, Article II on Free Will in the Lutheran Confessions:

FC SD II Free Will 68-70; Kolb 557f
 Because in this life we receive only the first fruits of the Spirit and our rebirth is not complete but rather only begun in us, the struggle and battle of the flesh against the Spirit continues even in the elect and truly reborn. For one can detect not only a great difference among Christians—one is weak, another strong in the Spirit—but within each Christian, who is at one moment resolute in the Spirit and at another fearful and afraid, at one moment ardent in love, strong in faith and hope, and at another cold and weak.
However, if the baptised act against their conscience, permit sin to reign in them, and thus grieve the Holy Spirit in themselves and lose him, then, although they may not be rebaptised, they must be converted again….
For … it is true that in a true conversion there must be a change—new impulses and movements in mind, will, and heart. As a result, the heart acknowledges sin, fears God’s wrath, turns away from sin, acknowledges and accepts the promise of grace, has good, spiritual thoughts, Christian intention, and diligence, battles against the flesh, etc. For where none of these things takes place or exists, there is no true conversion. … God comes to us first, out of his immeasurable goodness and mercy. He causes his holy gospel to be preached, through which the Holy Spirit desires to effect and accomplish this conversion and renewal in us. Through the proclamation of his Word and meditation upon it he ignites faith and other God-pleasing virtues in us so that they are the gifts and the activities of the Holy Spirit alone. Moreover this doctrine is


Some questions you might find helpful to get the conversation going:

[Only use these questions if you need to. Always begin by listening to the text and to each other as in part 1 of this study. The questions are only “for emergencies” when you need to get people thinking and talking.]
When Jesus sent out the seventy none of those to whom they went had received Christian baptism. That is not the case today – even though fewer people are baptised than previously. There are still many who now have no connection with the church but who were baptised at some point in their lives, often as infants. How does that change things?
The Formula of Concord says those who have lost their faith after being baptised need to be converted again. Does that surprise you? How would you speak with a baptised non-believer about baptism?
Each Christian may at one moment be “ardent in love, strong in faith and hope, and at another cold and weak.” Is that you? Many non-Christians believe that Christians think they are perfect or at least better than everyone else. How would you respond?
In what ways might “the baptised act against their conscience, permit sin to reign in them, and thus grieve the Holy Spirit in themselves and lose him”? Should we be concerned that this has happened to us? Or to people we love?
This passage says both that in true conversion there must be a change of heart and life and that Christians can be weak, cold and afraid at times. How would you answer the world’s claim that Christians are hypocrites?
Where does the power for Christian living come from? 
How does that relate to our will and decision making processes?

What else did you glean from this Christian voice from the past?

Study 1 / Part 3

Listening to God’s World

· The texts and voices we have listened to say something about a way of living and the things that are to shape and inspire the lives of Christians. As we listen to the world do you get any hints that God has placed a desire for such a life in those you are listening to? Give examples if you can.
· It is easy to condemn the world for its twisted values and excesses, yet the Bible tells us God loves the world so much that he sent his Son to die for it. Try to look behind that which is less than what God wants for his creation to see the desires and unfulfilled dreams that lurk beneath. Do they present an opportunity for sharing the gospel when the time is right? Many pursue sex when they are searching for intimacy. Many seek to be part of a gang when they simply want a sense of being accepted and belonging. What other examples come to mind?
· Now go back to the texts we have considered and what we have learned from them for our own lives. Where do they meet the aspirations of the world? Might they point to a God-given desire in our non-Christian friends and workmates? What does this say about how we try to share our faith with non-Christians? What about our overseas mission partners? Some discussion starters and thoughts follow.
Plan to physically actually go in pairs into your community. Work out who will go where so that you cover key places and people. Each pair to decide when they will do it before the next group meeting when you will report back what you have found.

As you go know that Jesus is present in you. Pray as you walk. Take time to talk with people. Be gentle, not pushy. Listen for what God is doing. When they welcome you they welcome Jesus. Bring peace. Accept hospitality. Report back to your group next time you meet.
Ask yourself the questions: What needs healing in your community? What needs the touch of the Kingdom of God? What brings rejoicing to your community?  Report back next time.
Do you meet any baptised unbelievers?

Who will you listen to? Where will you begin? Don’t presume you already know. Do some research. Talk with those who are in a position to know. Who are they in your community?
In what ways are we also sent to overseas countries? What have you learned from the LCA’s Board for Mission concerning their work and how you can support it?
What else have you learned as you have listened for what God is doing in the world?

Study 1 / Part 4

Sending Feedback

Please send you responses to the following questions to mission@sa.lca.org.au or mail them to The Department for Mission, LCA SA/NT District, 137 Archer Street, North Adelaide SA 5006.

you don’t need to write something under each heading
just send us what you think is important for the whole Church to hear
What has your listening to God speaking through his word, his people and his world shown you about our

1
Mission – that is, our purpose; why God has put us here in our communities.

2
Vision – the picture of what the future should look like that pulls us into the future.

3
Values – the underlying convictions that push us towards the future.

4
Increase Spiritual Depth goal – the 2-3 priorities we need to focus on at this time.

5
Build Missional Culture goal – what would this look like & what are the next steps?
Remember to state the text you have studied and to identify your congregation/school etc and group name, the number of participants and the date.
Study 2
Study 2 / Part 1
Philippians 3

Pray together. Then we suggest that you begin by asking someone to read the text below out loud from the NRSV. Do it … S L O W L Y … and leave 15-20 seconds or longer of silence after each section so that you have time to jot down, in the column next to the text, the thoughts as they come to you. If necessary repeat the process. God bless your listening! Make notes.

1Finally, my brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you is not troublesome to me, and for you it is a safeguard.

2Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware of those who mutilate the flesh! 3For it is we who are the circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God and boast in Christ Jesus and have no confidence in the flesh--4even though I, too, have reason for confidence in the flesh. If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.

7Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 10I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 11if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.





12Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 15Let those of us then who are mature be of the same mind; and if you think differently about anything, this too God will reveal to you. 16Only let us hold fast to what we have attained.

17Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to the example you have in us. 18For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; I have often told you of them, and now I tell you even with tears. 19Their end is destruction; their god is the belly; and their glory is in their shame; their minds are set on earthly things. 20But our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. 21He will transform the body of our humiliation that it may be conformed to the body of his glory, by the power that also enables him to make all things subject to himself. 1Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.


This approach may take a bit of practice, so don’t worry too much if it takes a little while to get the hang of it. It is worth the effort!
Begin by listening to one another. Split into pairs (best with someone you don’t know well, if that is possible) and tell each other what you heard in the text. Take 7-10 minutes or more.
· Did anything strike you are particularly important or grab your interest? 

· Did the text raise any questions in your mind? 

· Listen carefully (feel free to take notes) your job will be to report back to the whole group what your partner said. 
Pray and talk about it in the whole group.
Take time. Don’t rush the process. Over the weeks you will be blessed many times over.
Some questions you might find helpful to get the conversation going:

[Only use these questions if you need to. Always begin by listening to the Word and to each other as in part 1 of this study. The questions are only “for emergencies” when you need to get people thinking and talking.]
Paul uses strong language. He calls people “dogs” [v2] and uses words like “excrement” or “dung” [v8] (modestly translated ‘rubbish’ in the NRSV). Why is he so upset? What is at stake? What do you think would upset him about us today?

Describe the sort of life Paul is advocating here in regard to issues many people face today such as insecurity, stress, guilt, alienation, addiction and anger. 
Is this an attractive way to live?
What “confidences of the flesh” might be diverting our trust from God these days? 
How does legalism influence the church today? What are you going to do about it?

What does this text say to you about discipleship? What difference does it make whether we base our understanding of discipleship on obeying the law or a believing the promises? What is at the heart of walking with Jesus through our lives today? What motivates you in your Christian life?
Are you more like a pioneer (always pushing on) or a settler (settling down)? [v12] 

While Jewish legalism was one source of opposition to Christ [v2-3] what type of opposition is behind vs18-19? How is this opposition manifest today? 
In contrast, what is to characterise the “citizens of heaven”? 
Where does the power for Christian living come from? [v21] 
When we struggle and fail should we therefore simply try harder?

What else have you gleaned from this text?
[Some questions adapted from the Serendipity Bible for Groups]

Study 2 / Part 2

Listening to those who walked the path before us

We hear from the Augsburg Confession and from the pen of Martin Luther. Remember to read out loud slowly! Make notes.
AC VI     Concerning the New Obedience
It is also taught that such faith should yield good fruit and good works and that a person must do such good works as God has commanded for God’s sake but not place trust in them as if thereby to earn grace before God. For we receive forgiveness of sin and righteousness through faith in Christ, as Christ himself says [Luke 17:10]: “When you have done all [things] . . . , say, ‘We are worthless slaves.’ ” The Fathers also teach the same thing. For Ambrose says: “It is determined by God that whoever believes in Christ shall be saved and have forgiveness of sins, not through works but through faith alone, without merit.”

Excerpt from Luther’s Preface to St Paul’s Letter to the Romans [1522]
Faith however is a divine work in us which changes us and makes us to be born anew in God, John 1[:12-13]. It kills the old Adam and makes us altogether different people, in heart and spirit and mind and powers; and it brings with it the Holy Spirit. O it is a living, busy, active, mighty thing, this faith. It is impossible for it not to be doing good works incessantly. It does not ask whether good works are to be done, but before the question is asked, it has already done them, and is constantly doing them. ... Faith is a living, daring confidence in God's grace, so sure and certain that the believer would stake his life on it a thousand times. This knowledge of and confidence in God’s grace makes men and women glad and bold and happy in dealing with God and with all creatures. And this is the work that the Holy Spirit performs in faith. Because of it, without compulsion, a person is ready and glad to do good to everyone, to serve everyone, to suffer everything, out of love and praise to God who has shown him this grace. Thus it is impossible to separate works from faith, quite as impossible as to separate heat and light from fire. 


Some questions you might find helpful to get the conversation going:

[Only use these questions if you need to. Always begin by listening to the text and to each other. The questions are only “for emergencies” when you need to get people thinking and talking.]
The 6th article of the Augsburg Confession [1530] spells out the relationship between faith and ‘works’. This is the cornerstone of our faith and something we should “feel in our bones”. How does this shape who you are and how you live?
How do we “worthless slaves” [AC VI] avoid having an I am no good ... I will never do anything worthwhile type of attitude? What is being said here?
John Wesley said he was converted while listening to a reading of Luther’s Preface to the Letter to the Romans. It came, unexpectedly it seems, at 8.45 on the evening of 24 May 1738 at a meeting in London. He wrote about it in his Journal:

In the evening, I went very unwillingly to a Society in Aldersgate where one was reading Luther’s preface to the Epistle to the Romans. I felt my heart strangely warmed: About a quarter before nine, while he was describing the change that God works in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone, for salvation; and an assurance was given me that he had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death. I began to pray with all my might for those who had in a more especial manner despitefully used me and persecuted me. I then testified openly to all what I now first felt in my heart.
What impact did Luther’s words have on you? Was your heart warmed? 
Was it as dramatic for you as it was for John Wesley? 
How do you testify as to what you believe in your heart?
Luther says “faith is God’s work in us”. Faith in God’s promises brings a different sort motivation and power to our lives. How do we cooperate with the Holy Spirit in being part of what God is doing in the world?

How do we get more of “this knowledge of and confidence in God’s grace [which] makes men and women glad and bold and happy in dealing with God and with all creatures”? 
Do you think it is something your non-Christian friends might also want? Why?
What else did you glean from these Christian voices from the past?
Study 2 / Part 3

Listening to God’s World

· The texts and voices we have listened to say something about a way of living and the things that are to shape and inspire the lives of Christians. As we listen to the world do you get any hints that God has placed a desire for such a life in those you are listening to? Give examples if you can.

· It is easy to condemn the world for its twisted values and excesses, yet the Bible tells us God loves the world so much that he sent his Son to die for it. Try to look behind that which is less than what God wants for his creation to see the desires and unfulfilled dreams that lurk beneath. Do they present an opportunity for sharing the gospel when the time is right? Many pursue sex when they are searching for intimacy. Many seek to be part of a gang when they simply want a sense of being accepted and belonging. What other examples come to mind?

· Now go back to the texts we have considered and what we have learned from them for our own lives. Where do they meet the aspirations of the world? Might they point to a God-given desire in our non-Christian friends and workmates? What does this say about how we try to share our faith with non-Christians? What about our overseas mission partners? Some discussion starters and thoughts follow.
What false “confidence in the flesh” do you see in your community? What makes people feel secure in their lives?

What has the LCA Board for Mission shown you about the faith of overseas Christians?

What have you learned from that?

What goals do people “press on to make their own”? What do they prize? Does it deliver or disappoint?

What do you hear from non-Christians that is at least a hazy reflection of heaven and the Creator’s love and makes you rejoice and give thanks to God?

Did you hear anything that suggests an openness to “know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings”?

How does Luther’s statement on faith intersect with the aspirations and dreams of people in your community?

What else have you learned as you have listened for what God is doing in the world?

Study 2 / Part 4

Sending Feedback

Please send you responses to the following questions to mission@sa.lca.org.au or mail them to The Department for Mission, LCA SA/NT District, 137 Archer Street, North Adelaide SA 5006.

you don’t need to write something under each heading

just send us what you think is important for the whole Church to hear
What has your listening to God speaking through his word, his people and his world shown you about our

1
Mission – that is, our purpose; why God has put us here in our communities.

2
Vision – the picture of what the future should look like that pulls us into the future.

3
Values – the underlying convictions that push us towards the future.

4
Increase Spiritual Depth goal – the 2-3 priorities we need to focus on at this time.

5
Build Missional Culture goal – what would this look like & what are the next steps?
Remember to state the text you have studied and to identify your congregation/school etc and group name, the number of participants and the date.

Study 3
Study 3 / Part 1

Matthew 25:31-46
Pray together. Then we suggest that you begin by asking someone to read the text below out loud from the NRSV. Do it … S L O W L Y … and leave 15-20 seconds or longer of silence after each section so that you have time to jot down, in the column next to the text, the thoughts as they come to you. If necessary repeat the process. God bless your listening! Make notes.

31"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to those at his right hand, 'Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.' 37Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?' 40And the king will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.' 41Then he will say to those at his left hand, 'You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, 


naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.' 44Then they also will answer, 'Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?' 45Then he will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.' 46And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."



This approach may take a bit of practice, so don’t worry too much if it takes a little while to get the hang of it. It is worth the effort!
Begin by listening to one another. Split into pairs (best with someone you don’t know well, if that is possible) and tell each other what you heard in the text. Take 7-10 minutes or more.
· Did anything strike you are particularly important or grab your interest? 

· Did the text raise any questions in your mind? 

· Listen carefully (feel free to take notes) your job will be to report back to the whole group what your partner said. 

Pray and talk about it in the whole group.

Take time. Don’t rush the process. Over the weeks you will be blessed many times over.

Some questions you might find helpful to get the conversation going:

[Only use these questions if you need to. Always begin by listening to the text and to each other. The questions are only “for emergencies” when you need to get people thinking and talking.]
What do you do when a stranger asks you for money?

In what practical ways are you and your congregation involved in providing food, drink, clothes and hospitality to those in need? How do you care for the sick and visit prisoners?

How might we learn to see Jesus in the hungry, thirsty, naked, and those who are strangers, sick or in prison?

Why are the righteous not aware of doing those things?

“Jesus is both the giver and the recipient.” Explain.

How would you counter the idea that this passage teaches salvation by works?

What makes the ‘sheep’ at God’s right hand righteous?

Study 3 / Part 2

Listening to those who walked the path before us

We hear from a Statement adopted by the Lutheran Church of Australia’s Commission on Theology and Inter-Church Relations in 2003. Remember to pray. Read out loud slowly! Make notes.
1.10The triune God rules over all our entire world and entire universe but in doing so operates in two different ways. Lutherans speak of the kingdom of the right hand, the kingdom of grace or the realm of the church where God operates through the means of grace, through word and sacrament. We speak also of the kingdom of the left hand, the kingdom of law that is the realm of the state. On the one hand, the two kingdoms or ways in which God operates in this world have different purposes, carry out different functions and operate in different spheres and with different kinds of power. For this reason they need to be distinguished.
1.11On the other hand, the kingdoms are connected and related to each other since God is the one ruler in both kingdoms. Though dealing with the world in different ways—with two different hands—there is one loving and caring God. A holistic approach to care ministry honours God as it points to the fullness of his own glory and of the life he offers to all, as well as reflecting the nature of Christ’s own ministry. Programs of Christian care grow out of the right hand work of God in the church, but they exist in the world in partnership with governments and other charitable organisations.
1.12It is important to stress that also non-Christians participate in God’s ministry of mercy. The Lutheran teaching on vocation reminds us that we are all ‘masks’ of God, God’s agents in the world as we function as parents, people in government, citizens, workers, carers, entertainers or whatever. God runs the world through us; we are God’s hands. In this we are asked to act justly and for the good of all. Non-Christians who have compassionate hearts can participate in the 



church’s ministry of mercy as much as non-Christians can be recipients of its care.
1.13Our affluent and materialistic Australian society creates its own needy who are easily forgotten in the rush for wealth and the good life. Every human being has value by virtue of being made in and reflecting the image of God the Creator. Meeting human need requires no justification, for to be compassionate is to be truly human. Christians know this because they know Jesus Christ, God’s mercy in human form.
1.14The church’s ministry to all people must be holistic. To minister only to the spiritual needs of people or to seek to save their souls only, is to deny the created unity of the human person and to fail to draw conclusions from the reality of the incarnation of Christ and his ministry in human history. It is to deny the importance of the body in God’s plan, from its creation to its resurrection. Spiritual needs cannot be divorced from physical, psychological and material needs. What is spiritual is not immaterial.
1.15The church’s ministry of mercy is truly Christian if it is inspired, motivated and empowered by the mercy of God in Christ, is inclusive, asks for nothing in return but the joy of serving those in need, and thus brings glory to God who is the source of all ‘grace, mercy and truth’. God calls the church to bring good news to the poor, to stand in solidarity with them, to give a voice to the voiceless, and to pursue liberation for those who are oppressed. Like its Lord, the church ministers to the poor and needy.


One Loving God: Two Hands – Saving and Caring. A statement on the theology and practice of Lutheran Community Care Australia, LCA 2003. Paragraphs 1.10 – 1.15
Some questions you might find helpful to get the conversation going:

[Only use these questions if you need to. Always begin by listening to the text and to each other. The questions are only “for emergencies” when you need to get people thinking and talking.]
In the past people have often talked about a ‘social gospel’. What did they mean by that? What does this statement say about that?
In what ways do community care and evangelism work together? 
What distinctions need to be made?

What makes a person worthy of our assistance?

Should the Church be involved in justice and liberation issues? If so, how? If not, why not?

The statement talks about having a “holistic” approach [1.11, 1.14]. 
What does that mean practically for you as a disciple of Jesus?
In what ways are you a ‘mask’ of God or God’s agent in the world [1.12]? 
How does that change how you think about what you do?

In what ways are you involved with Lutheran Community Care, Australian Lutheran World Service and similar organisations?

Study 3 / Part 3

Listening to God’s World

· The texts and voices we have listened to say something about a way of living and the things that are to shape and inspire the lives of Christians. As we listen to the world do you get any hints that God has placed a desire for such a life in those you are listening to? Give examples if you can.

· It is easy to condemn the world for its twisted values and excesses, yet the Bible tells us God loves the world so much that he sent his Son to die for it. Try to look behind that which is less than what God wants for his creation to see the desires and unfulfilled dreams that lurk beneath. Do they present an opportunity for sharing the gospel when the time is right? Many pursue sex when they are searching for intimacy. Many seek to be part of a gang when they simply want a sense of being accepted and belonging. What other examples come to mind?

· Now go back to the texts we have considered and what we have learned from them for our own lives. Where do they meet the aspirations of the world? Might they point to a God-given desire in our non-Christian friends and workmates? What does this say about how we try to share our faith with non-Christians? What about our overseas mission partners? Some discussion starters and thoughts follow.
Who are the marginalised in your community? Are they always financially poor?

Are there any gaps in your community’s care for people in need?

What is already being done by your community in providing food, drink, clothes and hospitality to those in need? How does it care for the sick and visit prisoners?
Even non-Christians are agents of God who participate in God’s work in the world when they do good to others. How might that insight help you to connect with others?
What is our responsibility for Aboriginal and overseas communities? 

How will you act on that?
What are other churches doing? Could you work together with them?

How can you be open about who you are as a Christian without forcing it on others?

What else have you learned as you have listened for what God is doing in the world?

Study 3 / Part 4

Sending Feedback

Please send you responses to the following questions to mission@sa.lca.org.au or mail them to The Department for Mission, LCA SA/NT District, 137 Archer Street, North Adelaide SA 5006.

you don’t need to write something under each heading

just send us what you think is important for the whole Church to hear
What has your listening to God speaking through his word, his people and his world shown you about our

1
Mission – that is, our purpose; why God has put us here in our communities.

2
Vision – the picture of what the future should look like that pulls us into the future.

3
Values – the underlying convictions that push us towards the future.

4
Increase Spiritual Depth goal – the 2-3 priorities we need to focus on at this time.

5
Build Missional Culture goal – what would this look like & what are the next steps?
Remember to state the text you have studied and to identify your congregation/school etc and group name, the number of participants and the date.

Study 4
Study 4 / Part 1

2 Corinthians 5:14 – 6:2
Pray together. Then we suggest that you begin by asking someone to read the text below out loud from the NRSV. Do it … S L O W L Y … and leave 15-20 seconds or longer of silence after each section so that you have time to jot down, in the column next to the text, the thoughts as they come to you. If necessary repeat the process. God bless your listening! Make notes.

14For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have died. 15And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them. 16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 20So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 1As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain. 2For he says, "At an acceptable time I have listened to you, and on a day of salvation I have helped you." See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! 
This approach may take a bit of practice, so don’t worry too much if it takes a little while to get the hang of it. It is worth the effort!

Begin by listening to one another. Split into pairs (best with someone you don’t know very well, if that is possible) and tell each other what you heard in the text. Take 7-10 minutes or more.

· Did anything strike you as particularly important or grab your interest? 

· Did the text raise any questions in your mind? 

· Listen carefully (feel free to take notes); your job will be to report back to the whole group what your partner said. 

Pray and talk about it in the whole group.

Take time. Don’t rush the process. Over the weeks you will be blessed many times over.

Some questions you might find helpful to get the conversation going:

[Only use these questions if you need to. Always begin by listening to the text and to each other. The questions are only “for emergencies” when you need to get people thinking and talking.]
What does an ambassador do and with what authority? 
What difference does being Christ’s ambassador make to you?

What is Paul’s motivation for evangelism [v14]? What is yours?      [Be honest if you can! (]
What motivates you to share your faith? What holds you back?

Do you feel like a new creation? Why/why not? 
What does being a new creation mean to you?

v21 speaks of God’s ‘joyful exchange’ (Luther). What do we lose? What do we gain?
How are we reconciled to God? How would you explain this to a non-Christian?
We work together with God to bring the gospel to others? What does God do? 

What is our responsibility?

Study 4 / Part 2

Listening to those who walked the path before us

Luther's Theology of Reconciliation and Identity: Mission Theology for the 21st Century. 
A Paper prepared by Edward H Schroeder for the International Association Mission Studies Conference in Budapest in August 2008.
Luther a Mission Theologian? Yes, Indeed. Ever since 1892 when Gustav Warneck declared that Luther had no mission theology, Luther has had a bad rap among missiologists. Too bad. Big mistake. "Reconciliation" is at the centre of his Mission Theology. Simply stated: Luther saw 16th century Europe – though perhaps already 99% "churched" (as we say today) – as a mission field, HIS mission field, by the "accident" of God having placed him in the middle of it. 

Now that 21st-century Europe [and Australia] – as once-upon-a-time "churched," but now no longer – is patently a mission field, Luther is a resource not to be spurned in today's mission to the formerly-Christian western world. 

For Luther it was not widespread atheism nor the presence of European Muslims that identified Europe, or any land, as a field for Christian mission. With his reformation "Aha!" came the realization that a mission field is any place where people are trusting "other" gospels, that is, gospels clearly different from the Christ-gospel proclaimed in the New Testament scriptures. 

Luther came to see that alternate gospels were in circulation inside (not outside) the Christian church of his day. Is it any different today? 
The "missional theology" arising from this reformation heritage and practiced in the 16th century offers resources not to be spurned for mission in the 21st century. I want to summarize this reformation teaching, the foundation for Luther's mission theology:
1. It is not belief in God (theism) that is the goal of Christian mission, but faith in the Christ gospel, humans "hanging their hearts" on God's promise in the crucified and risen Christ. 

2. Everybody trusts some gospel in that everyone "hangs their heart" somewhere, and for many of us, we hang it in many different places, as we soon see when we review what it is, what ALL the things are that we fear, love, or trust – even in just one day! Atheists and nihilists and secularists are in their own way heart-hangers too. 

3. The Christ gospel is a promise, not a "teaching." That, too, was a segment of the Reformation "Aha!" for, because it is a promise, you don't accept and "believe" it in your head but you trust it, you hang your heart on it. 

4. "Other" gospels are also promissory. The radical claim of the "Good News" promise is that it is both "good" and "new" in comparison with any other promise. 

5. Going along with the promissory Gospel is the reformers' constant use of the verb "offer." The gospel is offered as a promise. It becomes effective; it achieves the goal intended by the promisor, when the offer is trusted. The reformation mantra "sola fide," by faith alone, is in a sense a no-brainer. Faith is trust, and promises only "work" when they are trusted. What gives faith its clout is not the strength of the person doing the trusting, but the power in the promise being trusted. 

6. So what is that power in the promise being trusted? Luther's understanding of reconciliation is a good place to start. 
Taken from Ed Schroeder’s paper with minor editing. 
You will find the full paper at http://www.crossings.org/thursday/2008/thur062608.shtml 
A brief additional comment:
The promise of God to Abraham and the patriarchs, to Moses and the prophets, is fulfilled in Jesus Christ. The phrase ‘promise(s) of God’ is found in both old and new testaments, and especially in Paul’s writings. This is the promise that God will reconcile us to himself through the forgiveness of our sins for Jesus sake. (2 Cor 5) This promise meets head-on all the other ‘promises’ that the people of our world trust: the consumerist promise (buy this and you will be happy and fulfilled – perhaps even sexy); the cosmetic surgery promise (a little nip & tuck and eternal youth – and happiness – is yours!); the wealth promise (money can buy anything!); the security promise (invest and insure and nothing can hurt you!); the status promise (take this job and you will get the recognition you deserve!); the religious promise (sincerely try to be a good disciple of Jesus and obey him and it will go well with you!).... I am sure you can think of many more examples. The promises of God require faith, faith alone. Repentance is turning from these other promises to the promise of God; from false faith to true faith. Notice that this is not primarily a moral turnaround. Since the false promises are all around us (in both the world and the church), so is our mission field. That is how the New Testament church saw their mission field. Interestingly Luther also considered so-called ‘Christian Europe’ a mission field. 

Some questions you might find helpful to get the conversation going:

[Only use these questions if you need to. Always begin by listening to the text and to each other. The questions are only “for emergencies” when you need to get people thinking and talking.]
What was Martin Luther’s Reformation “Aha!”?
“The gospel is a promise, not a teaching.” What does this mean to you?

How might the idea of “other promises” help you to share the one promise that doesn’t let us down with those who do not yet know Jesus?

In what sense are “other promises” also trusted? 

Is everyone a person of ‘faith’ in one way or another?

Explain how religion can become its own false promise. 

Is that a problem in the church today?

What gives faith its power? Expand on your answer. Why is this important?

Have another look at 2 Corinthians 5:14 – 6:2. 
Identify the gospel promises in that passage.
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Listening to God’s World

· The texts and voices we have listened to say something about a way of living and the things that are to shape and inspire the lives of Christians. As we listen to the world do you get any hints that God has placed a desire for such a life in those you are listening to? Give examples if you can.

· It is easy to condemn the world for its twisted values and excesses, yet the Bible tells us God loves the world so much that he sent his Son to die for it. Try to look behind that which is less than what God wants for his creation to see the desires and unfulfilled dreams that lurk beneath. Do they present an opportunity for sharing the gospel when the time is right? Many pursue sex when they are searching for intimacy. Many seek to be part of a gang when they simply want a sense of being accepted and belonging. What other examples come to mind?

· Now go back to the texts we have considered and what we have learned from them for our own lives. Where do they meet the aspirations of the world? Might they point to a God-given desire in our non-Christian friends and workmates? What does this say about how we try to share our faith with non-Christians? What about our overseas mission partners? Some discussion starters and thoughts follow.
Make a list of other promises that you hear in your community and world and bring it with you to share at the next meeting of the group.

What sort of things are people looking for when they trust other promises? 

Can you hear their heart’s cry?

As you hear “other promises” make a note about how you might speak the promises of Christ into that context.

What have you learned about how we should communicate the Christian gospel today?

How might your congregation better communicate to its community?
Think of overseas countries and the work of the LCA’s Board for Mission. What can you do to better support this work of the gospel in faraway places?

What else have you learned as you have listened for what God is doing in his world?

Study 4 / Part 4

Sending Feedback

Please send you responses to the following questions to mission@sa.lca.org.au or mail them to The Department for Mission, LCA SA/NT District, 137 Archer Street, North Adelaide SA 5006.

you don’t need to write something under each heading

just send us what you think is important for the whole Church to hear
What has your listening to God speaking through his word, his people and his world shown you about our

1
Mission – that is, our purpose; why God has put us here in our communities.

2
Vision – the picture of what the future should look like that pulls us into the future.

3
Values – the underlying convictions that push us towards the future.

4
Increase Spiritual Depth goal – the 2-3 priorities we need to focus on at this time.

5
Build Missional Culture goal – what would this look like & what are the next steps?
Remember to state the text you have studied and to identify your congregation/school etc and group name, the number of participants and the date.
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