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Proper 15 C
LCA Worship Resources - Year C, Time after Pentecost
SunDay between 14 AND 20 AuG (Proper 15), year C

2019 - 18 August (10th Sunday after Pentecost)
2022 - 14 August (10th Sunday after Pentecost)
2025 - 17 August (10th Sunday after Pentecost)
2028 - 20 August (11th Sunday after Pentecost)
2031 - 17 August (11th Sunday after Pentecost)
2034 - 20 August (12th Sunday after Pentecost)
2037 - 16 August (12th Sunday after Pentecost)

Note: For explanations and suggestions on the various resources provided, see the documents 'General notes and resources' and 'Time after Pentecost' in the 'General and seasonal' folder.


LITURGY

SENTENCE
See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder for suggestions on using a Sentence.

Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, 
let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, 
and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, 
looking to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.  
(Heb 12:1,2a NRSV)

OR, use one of the general Sentences in the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (COLLECT)
Traditional
Almighty and merciful God, 
since you give your faithful people grace 
to offer you true and acceptable service: 
Grant that we may so faithfully serve you in this life 
that we fail not finally to obtain your heavenly promises; 
through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, modernised traditional
Almighty and merciful God, 
it is your gift 
that your faithful people serve you well. 
Help us to run without stumbling 
and reach what you have promised. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, alternative
(Let us pray that all people may find their fulfilment in Christ. [silence])
Almighty and merciful God, 
you have fulfilled our human longing 
for justice and peace 
in the coming of your Son as a human being. 
May he shine in our lives, 
so that all who see us 
are drawn to him 
as their only Saviour. 
For he lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  
Amen.

OR, new 
(Let us pray for endurance. [silence])
Jesus, our guide and our goal,
keep our eyes fixed on you.
Encourage us to persevere in running the race
that you have set before us,
and strengthen us to overcome all obstacles.
For you live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

FIRST READING AND PSALM
Note: There are two sets of first readings (with accompanying Psalms) given for the Sundays after Pentecost: (a) a new semi-continuous set, and (b) a set related thematically to the gospels (as in the earlier form of the lectionary). It is intended that either one of these two sets be used throughout and that they not be mixed.

1a
Isaiah 5:1-7 The song of the vineyard
Psalm 80:1,2,8-19
Antiphon: 
The vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel.  
(Isa 5:7a NRSV)

OR, 1b
Jeremiah 23:23-29 The word of the living God is active
Psalm 82
Antiphon: 
Rise up, O God, and judge the earth (; for all the nations belong to you)!  (Ps 82:8 NRSV)

SECOND READING
Hebrews 11:29 - 12:2 The great cloud of witnesses

ALLELUIA VERSE (Jer 23:29 NRSV)
Alleluia, alleluia.
My word is like fire, says the Lord, 
and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces.
Alleluia.

GOSPEL
Luke 12:49-56 Jesus the cause of division
(Begin: 'Jesus said:')

PRAYER AFTER THE GOSPEL
This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Thank you, Lord Jesus, 
for calling us to follow you. 
Help us to put you first in our lives. 
Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER
Living God, 
keep us faithful and committed to you. 
Help us willingly to give of ourselves 
and our possessions 
for use in your kingdom. 
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Call to prayer
Let us look to Jesus, the great pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who even now has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God. Let us come before God's throne to ask for everything we need.

The regular response, OR
For ___, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

Suggested intercessions
*	for the church, that it may read the signs of the times and remain steadfast in the confession of the truth
*	for peace among the nations of the world
*	for harmony among husbands and wives, parents and children
*	for those families where differences in faith have caused divisions
*	for those who suffer for their faith, especially those undergoing imprisonment or torture
*	for every Christian, that we may run with perseverance the race that is set before us

Concluding prayer
Father in heaven, you have surrounded us with a great cloud of witnesses in the saints who have gone before us. Help us to follow their example of faith, always praying to you for all our needs, because you have promised to hear us in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

PREFACE
It is indeed right and good, 
Lord God, holy Father, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
(On this day)* 
he overcame death by his resurrection 
and opened up for us 
the way to eternal life with you. 
And so, with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we adore and praise your glorious name:

* The words 'on this day' are used only on Sundays.

COMMUNION INVITATION
For a choice of communion invitations, see the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Communion invitation', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
See the service order for a standard post-communion prayer. Alternatively, use the third prayer of the day (as listed above) at this point. It may be modified as follows.

Almighty and merciful God, 
you fulfilled our human longing 
for justice and peace 
when your Son came as a human being. 
As we have received his body and blood in this sacrament, 
may he shine in our lives 
so that all who see us 
may be drawn to him 
as their only Saviour. 
For he lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Keep your eyes fixed on Jesus.
Thanks be to God.  OR  In the name of Christ. Amen.


HYMNS AND SONGS

FOR THE READINGS
Please note:	* =	Modernised version available
	G3, G4 . . . =	Guitar chords available in the Music Package 3, 4 . . . 
	GS =	Guitar chords in the Supplement to LH

First reading (a): Isaiah 5:l-7
LHS
337	God, from all eternity* (alt tune 276, G5)
571	Almighty Lord, before Thy throne G9 (alt tune 183, G6)
AT
301	Prayer of peace
TIS
160	Father all-loving and ruling in majesty
416	Great God, your Spirit, like the wind

First reading (b): Jeremiah 23:23-29
LHS
197	Lord, keep us steadfast in Thy word* G5
294	O God, unseen yet ever near* G6
457	Mighty God, we praise Thy name G6
822	God has spoken by His prophets G6
824	Your Word, O Lord, is gentle dew (alt tune 415, G3)
850	O Father, my Father GS
AT
6	O Father, my Father
239	Listen to him
TIS
127	Holy God, we praise your name
158	God has spoken by his prophets
428	Help us, O Lord, to learn
436	Lord, keep us steadfast in your word
567	God of all power, and truth, and grace

Second reading: Hebrews 11:29 - 12:2
LHS
137	Triune God, be Thou our stay G9
339	Praise to Thee and adoration* G4
346	Forth in Thy name, O Lord, I go G5
352	Fight the good fight with all thy might* G4
392	How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord G6
403	Lord Jesus Christ* G5
807	Lift high the cross GS
AT
203	Keeping my eyes on you
367	My heart is fixed on you
502	Patiently waiting for you
TIS
351	Lift high the cross
392	At the dawning of salvation
462	Now we come, our heavenly Father
470	Rejoice in the Lord's saints, today and all days
565	Author of faith, eternal word
571	Forth in your name, O Lord, I go
578	How firm a foundation, you people of God
594	Fight the good fight with all thy might
609	May the mind of Christ my Saviour
643	I want to walk as a child of the light

Gospel: Luke 12:49-56
LHS
197	Lord, keep us steadfast in Thy word* G5
260	Lord Jesus Christ, with us abide* G3
803	Peace with the Father G7
AT
185	Jesus, Son of God and man
TIS
436	Lord, keep us steadfast in your word
466	Peace with the Father

Psalm 80:1,2,8-19
For musical settings of Psalm 80:1,2,8-19, see Music Package 9. TIS 42, O shepherd of Israel, is a version of Psalm 80:1-3,7,14-15,17-18. Note that the hymns 'O come, O come Immanuel' (LH 2, TIS 265), 'The king of love my shepherd is' (LH 391, TIS 145), and 'Saviour, like a shepherd lead us' (LH 604*), as well as the song 'Help, O Lord, the thrown away' (AT 272), are partly based on Psalm 80.

The following paraphrase of Psalm 80:1,2,8-19 may be sung to the tune Nativity (LH 627, TIS 204) or Evan (LH 68(ii)). If reproducing this version, please put 'Words (c) David Schütz' at the beginning or the end of the psalm.

Shepherd of Israel, hear us now;
you once were Joseph's guide.
Enthroned on cherubim, shine forth:
stir up your saving might.

From Egypt you have brought a vine,
and, by your mighty hand,
you cleared a place, and planted it.
It grew and filled the land.

It covered mountains with its shade,
the cedars with its leaves.
Its tendrils reached the river bank,
its branches reached the sea.

Why have you broken down its walls,
so all may pluck its fruit?
The forest boar has ravaged it,
and cattle eat it too.

Turn now again, O God, and see
the vine that you have sown.
May those who burnt and cut it down,
now pay for what they've done.

Give blessing to the one who sits
with you at your right hand;
and give strength to your chosen one,
the promised Son of Man.

Give us again your gift of life,
and we will praise your name.
Restore us, God, and let your face
shine on us once again.

PSALM 82 
For musical settings of Psalm 82, see Music Package 9.

The following paraphrase of Psalm 82 by David Schütz may be sung to the tune Aberystwyth (LH 302, TIS 211(i)). If reproducing this version, please put 'Words (c) David Schütz' at the beginning or the end of the psalm.

In the council of the great, 
God sits in the judgment seat, 
calling nations to admit 
to the sins that they commit.
'How much longer will you keep 
justice from the low and weak?
Aid the cause of wrong no more, 
save the needy and the poor.'

No-one knows or understands
what our God in judgment plans;
other judges all seem blind,
but our God declares his mind:
'Acting like the gods, most high,
you, as mortals, still will die!'
Rise, O God, give judgment true;
all the earth belongs to you.


NOTES ON THE READINGS

See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Notes on the readings', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

ISAIAH 5:1-7: Right through history God had done a lot of work to fashion a nation of people (Abraham's descendants) to shine to his glory amidst the darkness of fallen humanity. Isaiah here compares God's love to a husband's love for his wife and God's work to the care a vigneron freely lavishes on his vines. Thus God tended this people. Can anyone understand, then, the capricious sinfulness of God's people? While you would expect right to prevail in Israel and Judah, yet you would find only innocents' rights trampled on, even with bloodshed. While you would expect holy obedience after all that work of God, yet all the evidence you would find would be despair from the downtrodden. Sour grapes indeed, as the Lord surveyed his vineyard.

JEREMIAH 23:23-29: The Lord, in these words of Jeremiah, denounces the dreams and visions with which false prophets were misleading people of Jerusalem and Judah. They acted as if the God of the universe were quite unaware and of no account. As their dreams and visions were merely their own produce, they were no better than lies. Their messages, pitched to public popularity with neither truth nor moral fibre, caused people to forget God. God's word, faithfully delivered, is more likely to break and shatter human vanity than to please. What an awesome answerability the word from God creates!

HEBREWS 11:29 - 2:2: The writer touches on the faith of heroes of the faith from the Exodus to Maccabean times. He shows how the faith of certain judges, prophets, kings, exiles and martyrs drove them forward, never allowing them to give up their loyalty to the Lord. For all their confidence, obedience and endurance, they did not receive the clear message of the fulfilled messianic redemptive promises as we have. Yet their perfected place which God has accorded them amongst his people is not apart from ours. They are like a crowd of spectators cheering us on, and lending their experiences to us as we run our Christian race. We need to shed every hindrance and keep our eyes solely on Jesus, who having run the race himself for us for our salvation awaits us at the finishing line.

LUKE 12:49-56: Jesus' disciples were not to think that his preaching and work would bring a period of peace and universal love. Strife would come as the gospel would meet with bitter enmity. Christ himself would have to go through a terrible outpouring (baptism) of suffering. His gospel would bring dissension and division even within families. Human hypocrisy allows people to be expert in preparing for the ordinary things of life. However, when it comes to applying God's word to the times, the same eagerness is absent.


VISUAL

VISUALS FOR THE READINGS
Pictures or visual symbols could be displayed on banners or the overhead screen during the readings. For instance, the first reading from Isaiah could be illustrated by a picture like that in the TEV Bible for Isaiah 5:1-2.


DRAMA

'MEGA DRAMA'
See a drama for the day in Mega Drama resources (Openbook Publishers), originally included in these worship resources when they were released on disks.

dramatising the READINGS
The readings can be read by more than one person to make the dramatic meaning of the text clearer. For instance, the first reading from Isaiah could be read by two readers: narrator (vv 1,2,7), the friend/beloved (vv 3-6).


CHILDREN

'COME AND SEE JESUS'
The Come and See Jesus curriculum published by Openbook Publishers has a wealth of material and ideas that may be adapted for use in worship. Please note that a new edition of this material is currently available for the Revised Common Lectionary.

This week's story is 'Abram and Lot (Genesis 13 and 14)'. Material for this story may be found in 
Original Edition, Year C, Semester 2, 13 Pentecost
OR
Revised RCL Edition, Year C, Semester 2, Proper 15

