Sunday Word & Prayer – 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 20C)

GOD WELCOMES US

We come to God 

There is one God; and one mediator between God and human beings,

the human being Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all.  

(1 Tim 2: 5, 6a composite) 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

Amen.
We confess our sin and God forgives us

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other.

We confess to you, almighty God,
before the whole company of heaven,
and to each other,
that we have sinned in thought, word and deed,
by our own fault.
Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake,
forgive us all our sins,
and bring us to eternal life. Amen.

May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins.

Amen.

We sing – LHS 12 Comfort Comfort ye My people OR Comfort, comfort - Hymnsing
We pray Psalm 113

Praise the Lord.
The Lord raises the poor from the dust. (Ps 113:4a NRSV alt)

Praise the Lord, you his servants;
    praise the name of the Lord.
Let the name of the Lord be praised,
    both now and forevermore.
From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets,
    the name of the Lord is to be praised.

The Lord raises the poor from the dust. 
The Lord is exalted over all the nations,
    his glory above the heavens.
Who is like the Lord our God,
    the One who sits enthroned on high,
who stoops down to look
    on the heavens and the earth?

The Lord raises the poor from the dust. 
He raises the poor from the dust
    and lifts the needy from the ash heap;
he seats them with princes,
    with the princes of his people.
He settles the childless woman in her home
    as a happy mother of children.

The Lord raises the poor from the dust. 
Praise the Lord.

The Lord raises the poor from the dust.
We pray 

The Lord be with you

And also with you.

Let us pray that we serve only God. [silence]
Faithful God,
your Son teaches us
that we cannot serve two masters.
Keep us from being led astray
by greed or possessions,
and help us to dedicate our lives to you
as our one true treasure.
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

GOD SPEAKS TO US

We listen to God’s word

Old Testament Reading

Hear the word of God as it is written in Amos 8:4-7  

(after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord





        
Thanks be to God
Epistle Reading

Hear the word of God as it is written in 1 Timothy 2:1-7

(after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord





         
Thanks be to God
Gospel Reading

Hear the gospel of the Lord as it is written in Luke 16:1-13

(after the gospel)

This is the gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Lord Jesus, thank you

for all the good things you have given us.

Lead us to use our gifts wisely

in serving you and helping others.

Amen.

We sing Hymn 141 Father of Heaven whose love profound OR Hear Our Prayer - Emu Music
We listen to the address

We confess our faith using Luther’s Explanation to the First Article of the Apostle’s Creed
I believe that God has created me and 

everything that exists.  

God has given me 

my body and soul, 

my mind and sense 

and all of my abilities, 

and still takes care of them.

God also gives me everything 

I need from day to day - 

things like food, clothes, 

home and family, work, and money.

God protects me from danger 

and keeps me safe when I am in trouble.

God does all this only because 

he is my kind and loving Father; 

I certainly do not deserve it.  

All I can do is thank, praise, 

serve, and obey God.

This is most certainly true.

GOD RECEIVES OUR OFFERING

We sing – LHS 372 We give Thee but Thine own OR Take My Life and Let It Be - Chris Tomlin  as our offering is received 

We pray an offering prayer 

Lord God,

help us not to hoard our wealth and possessions,

but gladly serve you, our only Master,

by giving of ourselves and what we have.

Amen.

We pray for ourselves and the world 

St Paul urges us to offer prayers, supplications, intercessions and thanksgiving for everyone, from the highest to the lowest. So let us come to God, who desires everyone to be saved, and pray to him in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Dear heavenly Father, thank you for having mercy on us by bringing us to baptism so that we are saved through the blood of Jesus.  Keep us close to you in the church so that we don't squander this wonderful gift but rather grow to enjoy its benefits more and more every day.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
We give you thanks, King of Kings, for the life of Queen Elizabeth II. We remember with both joy and sadness her many years of faithful Christian leadership in the Commonwealth and throughout the world. Comfort and strengthen her family as they mourn her passing. We pray especially for King Charles III as he begins his reign in the midst of grieving for his mother. 

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Bring solace to the many people around the world who mourn the death of the Queen, as they grieve her loss and are reminded of the loss of others they hold dear. Remind us, Lord, that you are close to the broken-hearted and that you save those who are crushed in spirit. Help us to bring your comfort to a grieving world. Hear the cries of your people, O God, and enrich us with true faith in you.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
We pray for the leaders of nations - for our King and all our parliaments, for our Prime Minister Anthony Albanese and Premier (insert name), and for the leaders of countries overseas.  Bring them together to curb all evil, and give them sound judgment so they exercise their authority for the good of all.  Hear the cries of your people, O God, and enrich us with your wisdom.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
We pray for all for parents.  Help them use their authority to bring up their children well, and especially to fear, love and trust in you.  Cast out all the false gods we make for ourselves and for our children, including the love of money.  Hear the cries of your people, O God, and enrich us with true faith in you.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
We pray for the leaders of the church throughout the world, and for our Bishop Paul Smith, and District Bishop (insert name).  Sanctify the intentions and actions of all councils and committees, and grow your rule of grace and forgiveness to all nations.  Hear the cries of your people, O God, and enrich us with your holiness.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
And finally we pray, Lord, for all who suffer from authority which has been abused.  Forgive the world its many sins of power wrongly used, and purge us of oppressive and manipulative behaviour.  Hear the cries of your people, O God, and enrich us with your righteousness and healing.  Be especially with (insert names) and meet the needs of those who we now name silently in our hearts...(brief silence)

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Almighty God, you are the Lord and Master of all who hold authority in this world. Lead all people to accept you as master of their lives, that everyone may be saved. We ask this in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.

We pray the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth 

as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever.  Amen. 

GOD BLESSES US

We go with God

Go in peace to serve the Lord, your only Master.

Thanks be to God.  

We sing – LHS 377 Take my life, and let it be OR Love of The Father - CityAlight
