Prayer of the Church – Proper 21, Year C
Our Lord provides all we need for both body and soul, so let's bring our needs and the needs of all people to him in prayer.

Dear heavenly Father, thank you for your generosity in the wonders of your creation, giving us life and supplying all we truly need day by day.  Touch the hearts of all who have been blessed with many gifts to give thanks every day and to avoid faithless hoarding and worry about the future.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Thank you, dear Father, for the gifts of salvation through Jesus Christ.  Thank you for his faithfulness to you, and for telling us of him in the scriptures.  Help us to study and know the scriptures well, and to entrust our whole lives to what you tell us in them.  Touch the hearts of all who have been blessed with the riches of your grace to tell of your forgiveness and redemption.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Lord, open our eyes to see poverty and human need, and then to respond as you would have us.  Move us and all people to be rich in good works, in response to what we have received from you.  Touch the hearts of all who have been blessed with material riches to share them generously.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Remove injustices perpetrated by the rich and powerful on the poor and weak.  Bring relief to refugees displaced from their homes.  Thank you for the financial support given to those in need through government and taxation here in Australia, and move all in authority to ensure the best and fairest possible assistance.  Touch the hearts of all who have been blessed with supportive community to reach out in love and friendship.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Give rest and refreshment to children and teachers now on holidays, and keep all travellers safe and secure.  Bless the pastoral ministry students completing their studies at Australian Lutheran College and help them make the transition to vicarage when the time comes.  Touch the hearts of all who have been blessed with learning and education to lead by good example.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Watch over the sick, the elderly, and those who are struggling in their personal lives.  Touch the hearts of all who have been blessed with health and happiness to share the burdens of those who suffer.  And support those known to us personally in need and whom we now name in our hearts… (brief silence)
Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
King of kings and Lord of lords, you dwell in unapproachable light, but you have graciously given us access to your love and mercy through your Son Jesus Christ. Hear the prayers we offer in his name, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
