Notes on the readings, Pentecost, Year A
Numbers 11:24-30: General dissatisfaction had arisen in the Israelite camps over current privations in the desert compared to their enhanced memories of Egypt. Moses' outraged plea to the Lord for relief evoked the command from the Lord to assemble the seventy elders so that the responsibility could be shared. God caused some of the spirit he had given to Moses to rest on the elders, as their prophesying showed. This 'prophesying' at this time was no doubt an ecstatic experience inducting them into office.

Acts 2:1-21: This is the 'baptism with the Holy Spirit' predicted by John the Baptist concerning Jesus, and referred to by Jesus after his resurrection (Acts 1:5). It marks the culmination of his earthly ministry and the beginning of his continuing ministry by the Holy Spirit through his church into all the world. The miracle of tongues lay not only in the rational and powerful use by the disciples of languages never learnt, but also in the hearing of Jewish people from all around the Mediterranean world. Tongues of fire and the sound of rushing wind both figure in Old Testament imagery when the presence of God was involved. Peter's reversal from his former fearful denial to brave confession of Christ, occasioned by the Spirit, proclaimed the long-planned purpose accomplished now in this sign. This prophesying and proclamation in tongues was mentioned by the prophet Joel among the cataclysmic signs of the end, thus demonstrating that this era has now been entered. Most importantly in all of this, 'Whoever calls on the name of the Lord will be saved'.

1 Corinthians 12:3b-13: The background to this reading needs to be born in mind. The Corinth congregation was beset by rivalry, division, envy and dissension despite its prominent gifts. A veiled reference in the previous verses to Father, Son and Spirit implies the purpose of unity behind these gifts. The primary and essential gift, of course, is common to all Christians, that is, personal saving faith in Jesus as Lord and Saviour. This attestation or manifestation of the Son's headship in the body of believers is accompanied by God's production of differing and divergent spiritual abilities in individual believers. These, though, are not for personal aggrandisement, but to achieve a shared benefit and blessing one to the other, according to the Spirit's plan and purpose, apportioned as he wills. Christ's body is to be built up with a unity of purpose which serves his headship.

John 20:19-31: The peace between God and his foremost creature, established and pronounced by God in Jesus' resurrection, is now declared by Jesus to the assembled disciples. They are commissioned and given the Holy Spirit. They are directed to pass on God's peace in declaring forgiveness in the absolution. Any who refuse that forgiveness still live under condemnation.

John 7:37-39: Jesus invited people at the Festival of Tabernacles at Jerusalem to come to him to drink. The scriptural reference here quoted by Jesus could well be a summary of many Old Testament prophesies depicting the pouring out of God's Spirit in the messianic age as flowing water which may be drunk. John points in this section to the prediction 

