The LCA provides this sermon edited for lay-reading, with thanks to the original author.
Sermon for the Ascension of our Lord

The Text: Ephesians 1:19b-23



         

Can you think of a time and a place where you have enjoyed a sensational view? If you have had the privilege of travelling then you might have encountered plenty of good views around the country and the world. We truly live on an amazing planet where we can view magnificent scenery in all its various forms in so many places. 
It could be that you have taken in the view from the Eiffel Tower or the London Eye, from a mountain peak or a hot air balloon. We could all come up with a favourite place of our own where we have been treated to a view we enjoy. 
Perhaps in your travels you have been to a place that is picture perfect. It could even be the view from your own back door that brings you a sense of peace and wellbeing. And the thing about scenery is that often the higher up you can get, the better the view you have. Some of the best views we encounter are from high vantage points where a panoramic vista stretches out for as far as the eye can see.  

Pause for a moment and consider the point of view that has been gained through the Ascension of Jesus. When the apostle Paul wrote to the Ephesians he endeavoured to convey to them the astonishing view now afforded to the crucified, risen and ascended Lord Jesus Christ. He said that the glorious heavenly Father had exerted His mighty strength when He … raised Christ from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come (Ephesians.1:19-21). 

Now that is quite some view! You don’t get a more comprehensive vista than the one viewed from the throne room of Heaven. In all of creation this is as high up as you can get, affording you the most complete picture of the heavens and the Earth. To be seated at the right hand side of the Father is to be in a position of all glory and honour and power. From this vantage point all of creation in every minute detail is laid out at your feet and every star in the sky is at your fingertips. 

For this reason it is absolutely essential that we do not treat the ascension of Jesus as though it is some kind of sombre farewell. Jesus was not going away from His disciples when He was taken up before their very eyes--although they could be forgiven for thinking that it was a farewell as they saw Him ascend until a cloud hid Him from their sight. 

The disciples were tempted to remain at the scene of the Ascension, looking skyward to capture a last glimpse of Jesus. But two angelic messengers moved them on, for this was not the way they were to view Jesus until His return at the end of time. Jesus had told them earlier on the night of the Lord’s Supper – ‘before long the world will not see me anymore’ (John 14:19). With Jesus’ ascension, Jesus has been lost to physical sight for a time. He is beyond the reach of those who had interrogated Him, mocked Him, beat Him and crucified Him. But He is not beyond the reach of those who believe in Him. For He said to His disciples: ‘Before long the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me.’ (John 14:19)
Our view of Jesus now involves a deeper perception of sight, one that comes through the work and presence of the Holy Spirit. Jesus might be beyond our physical sight but we are not beyond His. And we trust this to be true because the Holy Spirit within us convinces us that it is true. Being seated at the right hand side of the Father does not limit Jesus in His ability to care for us and minister to us. Quite the opposite! Jesus has assumed His rightful throne whereby He can now enact the victory that He won for us on the Cross. In heaven Jesus is not out of our reach, for in Jesus Heaven has been placed within our reach.

This is the point of view we need to grasp. For our earthly sight is often clouded by so many things. Our vision is blurred with the tears of grief and anguish, loneliness and depression. Our eyes are tempted to stray toward the temptations of this age. We are blinded by the worries and pressures of life and we can grope about helplessly in a darkness of our own making. At times we even convince ourselves that we have been abandoned by our Lord, or that, at the very least His attention is focused elsewhere. And yet, we have a Lord who promised: …I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20).
God has placed everything under the feet of Jesus and has appointed Him to be head over everything. His Ascension does not mark His absence from our world and from our lives, but it signifies His presence amongst us. For as the apostle Paul said: Jesus …fills everything in every way (Ephesians 1:23).

Jesus is in a position whereby He can view every aspect of our lives – every hurt and worry, every issue and sin. And seeing these things, Jesus acts to fill the void that they leave within us – every loss caused by the death of loved ones, every frustration caused by our struggles and every emptiness caused by our unfulfilled dreams and desires. 
We know that Jesus uses His position of authority and power to help us because we have another vantage point to think about. We can go to the Cross on Calvary’s hill and consider the view from there. On the Cross on that hill, our Lord died for us, demonstrating how much He loves us and cares about us. It is this Lord Jesus, who sacrificed Himself who is now seated in the heavenly realms at the right hand side of the Father to intercede for us.

This is the view we need to see and perceive today and every day. All authority in Heaven and on earth has been given to Jesus. He is in precisely the right place to see what is going on in our lives and to make His presence felt in our lives. He will ensure that His Kingdom comes and His will is done on earth as it is in Heaven. Jesus is in the best possible place to bless us and keep us, to make His face shine upon us and be gracious to us, to look upon us with favour and to give us His peace. Amen.         
