Notes on the Readings, Third Sunday of Advent, Year C
Zephaniah 3:14-20: Zephaniah lived at a time when true worship was mixed with idolatry. Spiritual arrogance prevented both king and people from relating to God in true repentance. Having previously predicted future punishments from God to recall and refine the nation, Zephaniah in this section sees past these things to a day of grace when Israel will come to sing in worship with all its heart with godly joy. God's judgment will be no more, the people will be protected, renewed in their own love, their enemies will be put down, and the socially deprived will be helped and saved. The Lord God assures them of these things, for 'he has said it'.

Philippians 4:4-7: Paul's beloved fellow Christians at Philippi also experienced member-to-member tensions (see verses 1,2). Paul's remedy is to lift their thoughts to the common joy they share together in the Lord. The Lord's impending nearness also encourages gentleness to one another. Worries vanish if faith leaves them in the Lord's hand through prayer. The resultant peace will act as God's shield to guard their hearts against turmoil.

Luke 3:7-18: As the way-preparer for the coming Messiah, John the Baptist called on people to ready themselves by straightening out their lives. To the self-righteous he preached the stern law of God's judgment. His baptism was not for them unless they repented. To the humble people who asked for direction he counselled change, not through radical political revolution, but through personal inner renewal. Genuine repentance and faith are always concerned with consequential renewal. His witness to the Messiah pointed people further than his own baptism. The Messiah would dispense the Holy Spirit and carry out final judgment in his own right. Both are in the sole province of God himself. Thus John announced the 'good news'.
