Third Last Sunday of the Church Year (Proper 27B) Service Order



We Come to God in Prayer
Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many,
will appear a second time,
not to deal with sin,
but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.  (Heb 9:28 NRSV)
Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Confession and Absolution
Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we confess to you that by nature we are sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against you by thought, word and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to your infinite mercy and plead for your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Most merciful God, you have given your only Son to die for us: Have mercy on us, and for his sake grant us forgiveness of all our sins. By your Holy Spirit increase our knowledge of you and your will, and make us obedient to your word, so that by your grace we may come to eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy on us, and has given his only Son to die for us, and for his sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in his name he has given the right to become children of God, and has given them his Holy Spirit. Whoever believes and is baptised will be saved. Grant this, Lord, to us all.

Amen.

LHS 389 God his watch is keeping OR All The Way My Savior Leads Me - Simple Hymns
We Pray Psalm 146
Praise the Lord.
Praise the Lord, my soul.

I will praise the Lord all my life;
    I will sing praise to my God as long as I live.
Do not put your trust in princes,
    in human beings, who cannot save.
When their spirit departs, they return to the ground;
    on that very day their plans come to nothing.
Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob,
    whose hope is in the Lord their God.

The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down. (Ps 146:8b NRSV)

He is the Maker of heaven and earth,
    the sea, and everything in them –
    he remains faithful for ever.
He upholds the cause of the oppressed
    and gives food to the hungry.
The Lord sets prisoners free,
    the Lord gives sight to the blind,
the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down,
    the Lord loves the righteous.
The Lord watches over the foreigner
    and sustains the fatherless and the widow,
    but he frustrates the ways of the wicked.
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down.
The Lord reigns for ever,
    your God, O Zion, for all generations.
Praise the Lord.
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down.
God Speaks to Us 
Old Testament reading: 1 Kings 17:8-16
Epistle reading: Hebrews 9:24-28
Gospel reading: Mark 12:38-44
After each reading: 

Lord, plant your word in us,
that we bear much fruit to your glory.
Children’s Address (optional)

LHS 113 Crown him with many crowns OR Crown Him - Norton Hall Band
Address
We Confess Our Faith (Apostles’ Creed, or sung version)
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

*or: Christian; 'catholic' here means 'universal'

LHS 362 What shall I give to God my Saviour OR Love Of The Father – City Alight
Offering Prayer 
Thank you, God,
that through Jesus we can come to you.
Remind us that you have saved us
and you care for us,
so that we can generously give to others
as you have given to us.
Amen.
We Pray for Ourselves and the World
The Lord our God is merciful and generous. When people lack the necessities of life he hears their prayers, but those who make a show of themselves he despises. So let us pray to the Lord of all and ask his blessing on those in need.

Heavenly Father: thank you for giving us life every day, and for not holding back even your own dear Son, but giving him up for us all.  Forgive our sins of greed and idolatry.  Build our trust in you so that we may be free from trusting in money.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Thank your for the faithful service of those from whom we learned the faith.  Keep us from acting for outward show, and build up our commitment to give our time, talents and treasures generously to the church.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Bless the offerings your people make for the work of your kingdom.  Build up the church so that its administrators use your resources wisely.  To this end guide the work of all who serve in our national and district church offices.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Send out your saving word, dear Lord, so that all may hear and believe.  Build us up us as a community of your word so that your kingdom may come among us here and in the mission fields we support.  

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Bless the finances of our nation and world.  Turn people from corruption and greed, and build up governments and business leaders so that resources are used fairly and for the good of all.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Support those who struggle financially, and those whose lives are miserable.  Build up the compassion of those who have plenty so that those in need receive help and hope.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Grant good health and healing, according to your good and gracious will, to those who are unwell in our community, including (insert names).  And meet the needs of those we know personally to be in want and whom we now name silently in our hearts... (brief silence)
Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Merciful God, help us not to use our faith to gain recognition for ourselves, but to trust you with full assurance by placing our whole self before you for your glory and your service. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

We Pray the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

God Blesses Us
Go in peace, for Christ has brought you to God.
Thanks be to God.  
And the blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be

with us always.

Amen.
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