Australia Day 

Service of the word

Opening Responses
Come, let us worship the Lord.
He is our maker.
The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it,
the world, and all who live in it.
Australia is the Lord’s, and everything in it.
He cares for each one of us.
The Lord is a great God,
a great King above all gods.
Glory to the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

We sing Advance Australia Fair OR The Great Southland ~ Geoff Bullock 
Confession and Absolution
Friends in Christ: 

God says, 

'If my people who are called by my name 

humble themselves, 

pray, seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways, 

then I will hear from heaven, 

and will forgive their sin and heal their land'.

As citizens of Australia, 

we share in its blessings and achievements. 

But as Australians, 

we also share in its sin and guilt. 

So let us come before God our Father 

in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, 

and ask him to forgive our sins 

and the sins of our fellow Australians.

For all the sins that stain our history;

for all evil deeds that have afflicted pain on others;

and for all that cries out for reconciliation in our country:

pardon and forgive us, merciful Father.

For divisions and hurt caused by hatred and fear, prejudice and intolerance;

for the misuse of power to crush the helpless;

and for failure to defend the oppressed:

pardon and forgive us, merciful Father.

For the destruction and pollution of your creation;

for self-gratification without consideration of the cost;

and for failure to fear, love and trust in you above all else:

pardon and forgive us, merciful Father.

Lord God, our heavenly Father,

we confess to you that we are sinful.

We have sinned against you in many ways,

in our thoughts and in our words,

in what we have done

and in what we have failed to do.

Have mercy and forgive us,

and help us to live as your people,

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy on us, and has given his only Son to die for us, and for his sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in his name he has given the right to become children of God, and has given them his Holy Spirit. Whoever believes and is baptised will be saved. Grant this, Lord, to us all.
Amen.

Luther’s Explanation to the First Article of the Apostles’ Creed

As God’s people through our baptism into Christ, let us confess our faith.

I believe that God has created me and 

everything that exists.  

God has given me 

my body and soul, 

my mind and sense 

and all of my abilities, 

and still takes care of them.

God also gives me everything 

I need from day to day - 

things like food, clothes, 

home and family, work, and money.

God protects me from danger 

and keeps me safe when I am in trouble.

God does all this only because 

he is my kind and loving Father; 

I certainly do not deserve it.  

All I can do is thank, praise, 

serve, and obey God.

This is most certainly true.
We sing Thy hand O God has guided LHS 194 OR We Are One - Emu Music
Prayer of the Day (Collect)

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Let us pray.

Gracious God, the ruler of all nations,
you have richly blessed this land and its people.
Lead all Australians
to acknowledge your goodness,
give thanks for your favour,
and obey you by serving each other.
We ask this through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Readings 
First Reading: Deuteronomy 28:1-9 The Lord will bless the land
Second Reading: Romans 13:1-8 Respect for governing authorities
Gospel: Mark 12:13-17 Give God what belongs to God

Sermon

Offering
Jesus said:
‘Give to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s,
and to God the things that are God’s.’
All we are and all we have come from God;
let us worship him with our offerings.
We sing Give glory AT 356 OR "For You Deep Stillness" - Julie Perrin & Robin Mann - as our offering is collected
Offering Prayer

We thank you, loving God, for our country,
the Commonwealth of Australia,
and all you have given us here.
Thank you for caring for us in our daily lives
and providing peace and protection
through our government and laws.
Help us to respect the governing authorities
and obey the laws of our country.
But above all, lead us to honour and obey you, our Lord.
Accept these offerings,
and use them to help people in need
and to build your kingdom.
Into your hands, O Lord, we commit our country.
Amen.
Prayer of the Church
As a nation of many peoples, let us pray to our God, who is the Father of every nation, saying: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord, be with your whole church on earth, and the church in this country. Keep it faithful, and let your message of forgiveness through Christ be heard and believed. 

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Bless this country, Australia, and help those in authority to strive for harmony, honesty and justice. Remember the Queen, our Prime Minister, our Premier, those in our local government, and all who maintain law and order. 

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Guide our industry, our education, our arts, culture and leisure activities, our mass media, our science and technology. Be with the unemployed and the overworked, the sick and the aged, the poor, the needy and the lonely. 

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Protect our nation from hatred and violence, from arrogance and racism, discord and confusion, and from all evil. Bring unity among the different peoples of this land: the First Australians and others; those born here and those from overseas; the rich and the poor. 

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Help us to care for the land, its waters, to protect its fragile environment, so that the blessings you give can be passed on to future generations. 

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Be with us in our journey here through this life, and finally take us to our true home with you forever. We pray through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Lord’s Prayer

Finally, let us pray for all those things which our Lord would have us ask, saying:

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done, 

   on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours

now and forever. Amen.
We sing Lord God we worship thee LHS 569 OR We Declare - Emu Music
Blessing
Go in peace, as citizens of heaven.
Thanks be to God.  

The blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with us always.

Amen.

