Notes on the Readings, Fifth Sunday after Epiphany, Year C
ISAIAH 6:1-13: In his vision of the Lord, Isaiah sees seraphs (fiery beings among the angels) filling the temple with their overwhelming presence and voices which praise and emphasise the holiness of God. Isaiah’s despairing sense of sin in the presence of God is set aside by the cleansing of his lips to speak the Lord’s word. Even so, this awesome vision stands in stark contrast to the rejection which Isaiah is warned must follow. Israel will be confirmed in growing spiritual barrenness and wilful spurning of the Lord’s word during the prophet’s whole lifetime. This does not mean that God’s word will be any less effective. Isaiah must know, though he may seem to experience failure only, that from what seems a burnt-out stump will come again one day the seed of life.

 

1 CORINTHIANS 15:1-11: It would seem that in some way the resurrection of Christ was being denied at Corinth. Paul makes it very clear that all the truths of the gospel rest upon and are bound together with the absolute fact of Christ’s bodily resurrection. He attests to its authenticity through citing the wide undeniable witness of those who personally saw the Lord alive after his death and resurrection. There were individuals like Peter and James, the twelve apostles as a group, not to mention also over five hundred disciples. Paul, although a persecutor of the church and an enemy of Christ, was halted by his appearance and call to apostleship on the way to Damascus. Whoever had seen him alive had no alternative but to preach the truth of salvation that it might be believed.

 

LUKE 5:1-11: Jesus had become a public figure throughout Galilee through his miracles and preaching. In this instance Luke tells us that the crowds pressed him because he taught what was clearly discerned to be the word of God rather than that of human beings. The order to put the boat out and put down the nets was a real test to Peter’s faith. From professional experience it was foolish to think of catching fish. The inexplicable success of his obedience was in terms of a miracle. Peter, like Isaiah in the first reading, considered himself a sinful man when confronted with the evident presence of deity. However, the Lord’s gracious promise of true success in catching people guaranteed that the disciples’ labours for him in the Kingdom would never be in vain.

