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INTRO
In 2017, many Christian churches are commemorating the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation.  
Did you notice the use of the word ‘commemorating’? The 500th anniversary of the Reformation is not something to 
celebrate. Too many tears were shed, and lives were lost, for a celebration!

Here’s how one history commentator views the impact of the Reformation:

The Protestant Reformation was the 16th-century religious, political, intellectual and cultural upheaval that 
splintered Catholic Europe, setting in place the structures and beliefs that would define the continent in 
the modern era. In northern and central Europe, reformers like Martin Luther, John Calvin and Henry VIII 
challenged papal authority and questioned the Catholic Church’s ability to define Christian practice. They 
argued for a religious and political redistribution of power into the hands of Bible- and pamphlet-reading 
pastors and princes. The disruption triggered wars, persecutions and the so-called Counter-Reformation,  
the Catholic Church’s delayed but forceful response to the Protestants. 

Retrieved May 2017 from http://www.history.com/topics/reformation

The Protestant Reformation is considered to have begun when Dr Martin Luther posted 95 statements (theses) on 
the Castle Church door in Wittenberg. Luther posted these statements on the day before All Hallows (or All Saints) 
Day, and we now know the day as Halloween (Hallow Eve). The date was 31 October 1517.

Here we are 500 years later and it’s a fascinating exercise to think about the influence that nailing a few statements 
in a public place could have on Europe and the world – statements that were theological opinions still being 
developed in the mind of the author. 

So 2017 is a great time to consider the impact of Luther and the reformers and ponder the extent to which society 
has been influenced by such the simple act of calling for a debate on 95 points of contention.

HOW CAN I BE INVOLVED?
As a community engagement project, and supported by the Lutheran Church of Australia’s (LCA) 50.500 initiative, 
the LCA has negotiated distribution rights for Australia and New Zealand to make the Luther movie (2003) available 
for single-use public screenings, provided these are free to the public. 

That means for $55, your congregation, parish, aged care facility or community service agency receives a non–
theatrical screening right. You will also receive a copy of the DVD, access to posters and promotional images, and 
this guide for using the DVD to connect with your local community. 

By the way, please note that due to copyright laws, it is illegal to purchase a Luther DVD from a retailer and show it 
in a worship service or at other public events, without buying the licence for a non-theatrical screening right.

Now this right means that you can’t charge an entrance fee when you show the DVD in public, but you can ask  
for donations for the supper provided, or charge for popcorn and soft drink, or sell Jaffas and choc-top ice-creams, 
or… 
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HOW CAN I ENGAGE MY COMMUNITY?
Well the sky’s the limit really. 

You could invite the community to
• Your church hall
• The town hall
• An outdoor theatre space 
• The local school’s gymnasium or hall
• The community space in the aged care facility
• The local community drop-in centre
• Wherever the locals meet

Of course, you’ll need the appropriate permissions if you’re not using your own venue.

What about partnering with a local business (is the local coffee shop big enough?!) and ask whether they’d be 
prepared to ‘host’ the screening for you. The local business could benefit from any sales.

Now, consider food. Watching a movie with some munchies helps with the atmosphere. I’m partial to potato chips, 
others to popcorn or lollies, but you can’t go past a decent supper of jam and scones or cream-filled butterfly cakes. 
Yum!

Then what about ‘creature comfort’. Is it a BYO beanbag kind of event? Should there be a space for picnic rugs? 
What about arranging tables and chairs cabaret style? Or simply a theatre (in rows) arrangement?

Finally, and perhaps most importantly, consider the question of ‘What’s next’ in your planning. Will this be a  
once-off show the movie and go straight home event? Or will you create an opportunity for:

• Small group discussion
• A presentation from someone 
• Follow up resources
• Informal discussion
• Prayer

HOW DO I GET STARTED?
1. Talk to the Church Council or governance board of your congregation/parish or facility/agency. 

2. When you’ve got the official ‘nod of approval’, purchase the screening right from the 50 500 webpage (See 
http://50500.lca.org.au/). You’ll be asked, on registering, to provide:
a. Contact details – name, address, phone
b. Date of screening
c. Location of screening
d. Anticipated number of attendees at the screening (make your best guess)
e. Credit card payment

3. Your DVD will be posted to you soon after registration (from July 1 2017).

4. Form a planning team and work your way through the engagement questions above.  
Check out the planning tool that is an appendix to this guide. Don’t forget to do a risk assessment.
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5. Keep the Church Council or governance board informed of your plans along the way.

6. Advertise! Use Facebook, posters, word of mouth, an ad in the local newspaper, a notice on the community 
notice board, and the church bulletin. Produce postcards or flyers and letterbox drop. Most importantly 
encourage members of your congregation to personally invite friends and neighbours and anyone in the broader 
community. The posters and advertising is important to keep the event before people’s eyes, but it is the personal 
invitation that’s most effective.

7. Welcome the community to your screening event

8. Engage in post-screening connections

9. Provide follow up resources to any who are interested

10. Debrief. What worked well? What didn’t work so well? What can I learn for the future?

HOW DO I PROMOTE THE MOVIE LUTHER?
Please note that Luther is rated M – Recommended for mature audiences

Films classified M (Mature) contain content of a moderate impact and are recommended for teenagers aged 
15 years and over.

Children under 15 may legally access this material because it is an advisory category. However, M classified 
films may include classifiable elements such as violence and nudity of moderate impact that are not 
recommended for children under 15 years.

Parents and guardians may need to find out more about the film’s specific content, before deciding whether 
the material is suitable for their child.

 Adapted from http://www.classification.gov.au/guidelines/pages/m.aspx

As far as getting the message out there is concerned, you cannot over communicate, so
• Print the posters supplied on the 50 500 website, adding your local details
• Use the images supplied on the 50 500 website and advertise on social media, via your church bulletin, and 

every other way you can think of
• Tell your friends and neighbours about the event and follow up with them with an advertising postcard or flyer

WHAT TECHNICAL OR PHYSICAL SUPPORT DO I NEED?
You’ll need a computer or DVD player, a data projector, speaker system for the movie’s sound and a large screen or 
wall that is suitable to view the movie in the available space. 

Consider: 
• the lighting – will the space be dark enough for good viewing while still allowing attendees to be able to access 

the toilets safely?
• the sound – will all be able to hear clearly – are the speakers adequate?
• comfort – how can I make the space comfortable?

Note that the DVD supplied is of a high quality so you’ll have no difficulty in projecting a large image of the movie.
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WHERE CAN I FIND SOME FOLLOW UP RESOURCES?
Go to www.lutheranmedia.org.au/luther to view some short videos or to purchase Part 1 and Part 2 of ‘A Man 
Named Martin.’ By the way, Part 3 will be available from August 2017. These are must-have resources!

There is also a booklet, produced by Lutheran Hour Ministries, available from http://www.lutheranmedia.org.
au/a-treasure-revealed-martin-luther-and-the-events-of-the-reformation.html

Also, check out this webpage http://www.lutheran.edu.au/publications-and-policies/publications-online/
luther-the-movie/ to view the resources that Lutheran Education Australia developed when Luther was first 
released. Yes, the study resources were written with Lutheran education staff in mind, but they are such a valuable 
resource so we are keen to share them with you.

Out of love for the truth
and from a desire to elucidate it,

the Reverend Father Martin Luther, 
Master of Arts and Sacred 

Theology, and ordinary 
lecturer therein at Wittenberg,
intends to defend the following

statements and to dispute on them 
in that place.

Therefore, he asks that
those who cannot be present and 

dispute with him orally shall do so in
their absence by letter.

In the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ,

Amen.
Translated from the preface to Martin Luther’s 95 theses (1517)
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APPENDIX A

EVENT PLANNING TEMPLATE

Name of event and theme:

Date of event

Time of event

Location of event

Event coordinator/contact person

Target audience – WHO
Who is this promotion targeted at?
What does the audience need to know?
What will hold their interest?
Why will people attend? Spend money?

Message – WHAT
What do you want to say to the target audience?
What do you want them to know/do?

Objectives – WHY
Be clear about what you hope to achieve with 
this event.

Description of event – WHAT

Risk assessment – WHAT
Identify possible risks and develop strategies to 
minimise risks.

Evaluation criteria established
What were our aims/objectives?
Did we achieve what we set out to do?
Did it come in on budget?
What were the intended/unintended outcomes?
How do we measure effectiveness?
What tools do we use to measure our success?

Checklist
• Who will be involved in the event
• Date/s of event determined
• Location/venue for event booked
• Target audience determined
• Message determined
• Objectives set
• Risk assessment completed
• Evaluation criteria established
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EARLY EVENT PLANNING TEMPLATE

EARLY EVENT PLANNING PERSON
RESPONSIBLE ACTION DATE TO BE  

COMPLETED

Budget
• Sources identified: donations, sales
• Sponsorship
• Break-even point established

Protocol
• Any official clearances or invites to 

consider / permits

Invitations
• Mailing list generated/updated
• Invitation composed
• Invitation checked
• Printer
• RSVPs (responsible person briefed)
• Invitation list compiled
• Names on list and titles/addresses 

checked for accuracy
• Special guests/speakers alerted to make 

time in diaries 
• Invitations sent

Catering
• Cost per head or upfront
• Upmarket or casual
• Beverages – list types
• Food – list types
• Self-service/requires staffing
• Equipment required
• Tables, tablecloths, cups and saucers
• Plates, napkins, knives and forks 

(disposable/non-disposable)
• Can the theme of the event be followed 

through in catering?
• Special dietary requirements of guests

Advertising
• Newspaper, radio
• Social media - Facebook
• Printed advertising - posters, flyers, 

bulletins, newsletters
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EARLY EVENT PLANNING TEMPLATE

EARLY EVENT PLANNING PERSON
RESPONSIBLE ACTION DATE TO BE  

COMPLETED

Signage
• Organise direction signage if required
• Welcome signage produced

Program/running sheet/speeches
• Program finalised
• Running sheet written
• Program/running sheet sent to …
• Speakers fully briefed
• Speeches written
• Let caterers know program -  

when to serve drinks/food

Value adding for guests
• Copy of resources
• Tracts/ministry brochures
• Other

Risk
• Occupational health, welfare and safety 

concerns addressed
• Provision of first aid

Audio/visual requirements
• PA system
• DVD player or computer
• Lapel or handheld microphone
• Lighting
• Extra electrical requirements
• Lectern

Staffing
• Extra required
• Welcomers to meet and greet guests

Ambience
• Can the theme of the event be extended 

through to…
• Background music
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EARLY EVENT PLANNING TEMPLATE

EARLY EVENT PLANNING PERSON
RESPONSIBLE ACTION DATE TO BE  

COMPLETED

Guest comfort
• Wheelchair access
• Toilet facilities

Hospitality
• Welcome signage at entrance
• Ushers briefed
• Red carpet

Housekeeping
• Cleaning before and after
• On standby during the event

On the day
• Time for set up by whom
• Time for dismantle by whom
• Tables, chairs layout
• Floor plan
• Name tags
• Clear location directions

After the event
• Person responsible
• Debrief
• Comments on all aspects  

(negative and positive)
• Guest feedback
• Guidelines for improvement next time
• Evaluation against criteria
• Celebration
• Thankyous

Adapted from an event planning template retrieved in May 2017 from  
https://www.sampletemplates.com/business-templates/sample-event-planning.html
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