The LCA provides this sermon edited for lay-reading, with thanks to the original author.
Sermon for Season of Creation 2023

The Text:  Genesis 1: 24-31, 2:4b-22
Welcome to the very beginning of ‘The Season of Creation’ which we’ll be celebrating throughout September!  It is true that we remember Jesus’ birth whenever we join the angel chorus in saying or singing: ‘Glory to God in the highest. And on earth peace, among those with whom He is pleased.’  It is also true that we celebrate God as Creator whenever we confess the first article of the Apostles’ Creed which states: ‘I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth’.  Or, as the Nicene Creed puts it: ‘I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.’

And what better way to start this season than with the way Martin Luther explains the very first article or part of the Apostles’ Creed: ‘I believe that God has created me and all that exists.  He has given me and still preserves my body and soul with all their powers.  He provides me with food and clothing, home and family, daily work, and all I need from day to day.  God also protects me in time of danger and guards me from every evil.  All this He does out of fatherly and divine goodness and mercy, though I do not deserve it.  Therefore I surely ought to thank and praise, serve and obey Him.  This is most certainly true.’

As Christians, we believe in a God who not only saves us from our sin, and makes us more and more like Jesus, but One who also created us and all things – visible and invisible.  It is God as our Creator who we want to acknowledge during this Season of Creation.

And so we go back to the second chapter of Genesis which presents to us an account of our creation.  The first two chapters of Genesis are among the most interesting chapters of the Bible as they speak of the very beginning or origin of the human race.  They are foundational to our understanding of who we are, because to really understand who we are now we need to understand where we have come from.

Now some misguided theologians would have us think that the two creation accounts in Genesis contradict each other.  To any serious student of Scripture however there is no conflict.  The first creation account in Genesis 1 gives to us an overall perspective of God’s six-day creation work.  The second creation account (which is our text for today) hones in on the sixth day when God created the first human beings.

It’s a bit like taking a flight from Melbourne to Brisbane.  Genesis 1 is like the overall flight.  Most of the time, you are cruising at a very high altitude and, if it’s a clear and cloudless day, you get a good overall view of the countryside below you.  Genesis 2 is a bit like when you are coming towards the end of the flight.  The aeroplane is descending and you begin to have a very good view of Brisbane.

Our text today tells us that we human beings were literally formed out of the dust of the earth.  That means that we are related or connected to the earth in a very special way.  That’s why, at the committal of a deceased person’s funeral, we commit their body to the earth with the words: ‘Dust you are and to dust you will return.’  We say the same words at the very beginning of the Lenten season on Ash Wednesday as a reminder to us of our own mortality.

God placed the first human beings in a garden – the Garden of Eden – which was located in the East.  We were designed by our Creator to live in a close relationship not only with God, but also with other human beings, as well as the creation around us.  Sad to say, human sin has corrupted our fundamental relationships, with God, our neighbour and creation. The parents of the human race knew nothing of this separation, and I’ve often wondered how long they enjoyed this harmonious existence for.

The first two human beings were placed in the Garden of Eden not only to enjoy it, but also to work or cultivate it – to take good care of it.  This is part of our stewardship.  Christian stewardship is so much more than just the way we handle our money and possessions.  Christian stewardship has to do with the way we manage the animal and plant life around us.  God is very clear about this charter in the first creation account when He says: ‘Let Us make mankind in Our image, in Our likeness, and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground…God blessed them and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it.’  God is not talking here about a ruthless and selfish domination of the earth and all its resources.  Rather, He’s speaking here of a careful management of the earth and its resources so that the various cycles and weather patterns will remain intact – and so that there will be sufficient for future generations.

Now just as there is a strong connection with the earth and with other forms of life, so there is also a distinct difference.  God gives to Adam the task of naming all the animals.  He gives this task to Adam partly so that he would realize that there was no suitable helper found for him among them.  What Adam needs is one who is flesh of his flesh and bone of his bone.  That is why God held off on the creation of Eve until this point in time.

God forms Eve from Adam’s rib or side to be a companion and a helper.  God does not form another Adam for him but an Eve.  Both male and female comprise the image of God as Genesis 1 puts it: ‘So God created mankind in His own image, in the image of God He created them; male and female He created them.’
This then is our origin.  This is where we come from.  Of all living beings – of all life forms – we alone were created in the image of God.  However, it’s this image that is tarnished and distorted when we live for ourselves with no consideration for the God who has created us, for our fellow human beings, and for other life forms that share this planet with us.  Sin alienates and separates us from God, each other, and the world of which we are a part.  Sin changes us from loving caretakers of the earth and its resources to selfish dominators, manipulators and users who don’t think of the next generation and who don’t care how our planet is affected.

Because of sin, God sent a second Adam in the person of His Son.  This second Adam experienced no fall into sin, and therefore had no sin nature.  His relationship with God His Father, with His fellow human beings, and the creation around Him was not affected by sin on his part.  It’s this second Adam who brings about the new creation.  He is the One who restores our relationship with God, each other and the creation that surrounds us.  He is the One who enables us to become loving caretakers of the earth and its resources.  Praise be to His Name.  Amen.

