Proper 18C Sunday Morning Worship
We gather

The Lord has set before you life and death, blessings and curses.
Choose life so that you may live.  (Deut 30:19 NRSV alt)
We begin in God’s name

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

We sing – LHS 129 Breathe on me, breath of God OR Breath of God - Emu Music
We lay down our sins and burdens before God

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other.

We confess to you, almighty God,

before the whole company of heaven,

and to each other,

that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed,

by our own fault.

Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake,

forgive us all our sins,

and bring us to eternal life. Amen.
-Silent confession-
May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins.

Amen.

Restore us again, O God our Saviour.

Do not be angry with us any longer.

We pray Psalm 1
 Blessed is the one
    who does not walk in step with the wicked
or stand in the way that sinners take
    or sit in the company of mockers,
but whose delight is in the law of the Lord,
    and who meditates on his law day and night.
That person is like a tree planted by streams of water,
    which yields its fruit in season
and whose leaf does not wither—
    whatever they do prospers.

The Lord watches over the way of the righteous 
but the way of the wicked will perish.   (Ps 1:6 NRSV)

Not so the wicked!
    They are like chaff
    that the wind blows away.
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,
    nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous.
The Lord watches over the way of the righteous 
but the way of the wicked will perish.   
We sing a song of praise – LHS 349 Jesus I my cross have taken OR All My Ways are Known to You - CityAlight 
We pray the prayer of the day
The Lord be with you

And also with you
Let us pray;

Guide and rule your church forever, Lord,
so that we may walk warily in times of quiet
and boldly in times of trouble.
We ask this through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
God speaks to us

Old Testament Reading: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Epistle Reading: Philemon 1-21 
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Gospel: Luke 14:25-33 
This is the Gospel of the Lord

Praise be to you O Christ

We confess our faith- The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day he rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven,

and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty,

from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic* church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen
*or: Christian; 'catholic' here means 'universal'

We dwell in the word
[Sermon]
We sing an offering song - LHS 344 Our God is love, and all His saints OR We Are One - Emu Music  
We thank God for his gifts
Help us, Lord,
to commit our lives to you,
and willingly to offer ourselves and our possessions
for your purposes.
Amen.
We pray for the church, for ourselves and the world
In the power of the Holy Spirit, and in the name of Jesus, let us pray to God our Father in heaven for the church, the world and all in need.

Dear heavenly Father, thank you for setting us free from slavery to sin through Jesus. Thank you that he paid the full price for the sins of the whole world on the cross.  Thank you for forgiving us in his name, and for adopting us as your own sons and daughters for Jesus' sake.

Lord, we look to you for help:

Hear us in the name of Jesus.
Help us Lord to forgive one another, even when that costs a great deal. Guide us on the path of reconciliation, as Paul encouraged Philemon and Onesimus. Help us to be bold enough to seek the forgiveness of others when we wrong them, even when it costs us our pride and puts us at risk of rejection. 
Lord, we look to you for help:

Hear us in the name of Jesus.
Free those who are unjustly imprisoned, Lord.  Release people enslaved by drugs and destructive habits.  And give a new home to all refugees.  Move us to stand up for the weak and vulnerable, and turn us away from apathy over the suffering of others.
Lord, we look to you for help:

Hear us in the name of Jesus.
We pray for the earth and for all its creatures.  Protect it from damage and sustain its productivity so that the world may be fed.  Help us take good care of the earth's treasures, and turn us away from greed and waste.
Lord, we look to you for help:

Hear us in the name of Jesus.
We pray for the Lutheran Church of Australia.  Build the church strong for future generations, and grow our mission to all nations.  Help us not to count the cost of following you, but instead to support your church with the money and services it needs. Turn us away from faltering commitment and selfishness.
Lord, we look to you for help:

Hear us in the name of Jesus.
Bless all fathers, so that their love may be tender and strong, and so they may lead their children to know and do what is good, living not for themselves, but for God and for others. Move in the hearts of fathers who do not treat their children with love and kindness, and lead them to repentance, and heal the wounds of children who have been abused or mistreated. 
Lord, we look to you for help:

Hear us in the name of Jesus.
Lord, have mercy on all who are sick, facing surgery, or in any other need. Move us to care for everyone who needs love and support, and turn us away from despair when trouble comes to us. We pray for those personally known to us in challenging situations and whom we now name silently in our hearts… (brief silence)
Lord, we look to you for help:

Hear us in the name of Jesus.
Father, give strength to all who turn to you. Help us not to look back once we have set our hands to the plough, but enable us faithfully to carry out the great commission you have given us. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
We pray the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

Your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

God blesses us

Go in peace. Love and obey the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 
And the Lord bless us and keep us.
The Lord make his face shine on us and be gracious to us.
The Lord look upon us with favour and give us peace.
Amen.
We sing the closing song - LHS 371 O Jesus I have promised OR I Will Follow - Chris Tomlin 
