KING OF KINGS
(Written by Rob Handreck and first performed by the kids of St Paul’s Lutheran Church, Box Hill). 
Summary: This play traces the Old Testament story of God’s interaction with His people through a selection of kings (these can be varied), finishing with the King of kings. 
Staging consists of ten ‘thrones’ (or however many kings are featured), with the central one being the most elaborate. 

Cast: 
Kings

Narrator 1

Narrator 2

Mary and Joseph

Heralds with trumpets

Rest of Children: they are divided into groups corresponding to the number of kings, each wearing a crown they have made with the name of ‘their’ king on the front.
Music: You need a recorded trumpet fanfare, and a recording of Handel’s ‘Hallelujah Chorus’
…..
Music: Hallelujah Chorus from Handel’s Messiah. Children at the rear door.

(HERALDS MARCH IN WITH TRUMPETS)

NARRATOR 1: Welcome to the children’s presentation of ‘KING OF KINGS’. We would like to share some of the incredible story of God’s love. We will concentrate on the kings that God used to shape the nation of Israel.

NARRATOR 2: About 4,000 years ago God told Abraham to leave his home in Ur and go to a land that God would show him. Abraham did as God said. He led his flocks and family all the long way to Canaan. There God said to Abraham, ‘Someday all of this land will belong to you and your children’s, children’s, children.’ 
NARRATOR 1: Abraham, and then his son Isaac, and then his grandson Jacob, lived in Canaan as shepherds. God gave Jacob the new name of ‘Israel’ which means ‘the man who fights with God’. Jacob had 12 sons whose descendants became the 12 tribes of Israel.
NARRATOR 2: After many years in Canaan there was a famine and Jacob’s family moved to Egypt. His descendants lived there for 400 years- first as shepherds and then as slaves. During this time God made them into a nation- the people of Israel. They had no king but were ruled by the Egyptian kings called Pharoahs.

(Instruction for kids: As each King is introduced, if the King matches the name on the crown you made, stand up, wave your crown and cheer loudly, and follow your King down the aisle. The King then takes a place on their throne at the front.)

TRUMPET FANFARE

NARRATOR: Hail Pharoah! (Ramesses 2)
CROWD/Congregation: Hail Pharoah! 
PHAROAH: The Pharoah before me made Joseph his Chief Minister when Joseph explained his dreams. I made slaves of the Israelites. I was forced to let them go from Egypt when their God sent ten bad plagues to ruin us.

NARRATOR 1: God brought his nation back into Canaan, the land he promised to Abraham. God used many faithful leaders like Moses, Joshua, Gideon, Samuel and Sampson to guide His people. The Israelites didn’t just want a leader- they wanted a king. God eventually gave them one.

TRUMPET FANFARE

NARRATOR: Hail King Saul! 

CROWD: Hail King Saul! 
SAUL: I was anointed by Samuel to become Israel’s first king. At first I loved God, but later I didn’t want to listen to him and obey him. I was angry and jealous when God chose David to be next king. 

TRUMPET FANFARE

NARRATOR: Hail King David! 

CROWD: Hail King David! 
DAVID: I was a shepherd boy before I was king. I killed Goliath with my sling. I was a good King, a brave soldier and I loved writing psalms of praise to God. I did some wrong things, but I always turned back to God.

TRUMPET FANFARE

NARRATOR: Hail King Solomon! 

CROWD: Hail King Solomon!

SOLOMON: I inherited a peaceful Kingdom from King David, my father. Israel became rich under my wise rule. The Queen of Sheba visited me (Queen may process in). I wrote many proverbs and songs. But my many wives from other countries made me worship their gods and not the true God.

TRUMPET FANFARE

NARRATOR: Hail King Ahab! 

CROWD: Hail King Ahab!  (Queen Jezebel may follow Ahab)

AHAB: I was one of the Kings of Israel (the Northern Kingdom). I married Jezebel and began worshipping Baal, her idol god. We had most of God’s followers and prophets killed. I killed Naboth for his vineyard. I was a wicked king.

TRUMPET FANFARE

NARRATOR: Hail King Josiah! 

CROWD: Hail King Josiah! 

JOSIAH: I was one of the kings of Judah (the Southern Kingdom). I became king when I was only eight years old. I was a good King and led the people back to God. I destroyed the idols and restored the Temple in Jerusalem. I found a scroll on which was written the Laws that God gave to Moses many years ago.

NARRATOR 1: God blessed his people with many good things as he had promised, but over the years many people forgot God and didn’t want to listen to him. So God allowed his people to be taken captive by their enemies and taken to foreign lands. The people of Israel went to Assyria. The people of Judah went to Babylon. Maybe the people would listen to God then!

TRUMPET FANFARE

NARRATOR: Hail King Nebuchadnezzar! 

CROWD: Hail King Nebuchadnezzar! 

NEBUCHADNEZZAR: I was the King of Babylon. I attacked and destroyed Jerusalem and took the people captive to my great city of Babylon. I was a powerful King with a large empire. Daniel interpreted my dreams. I later came to love and praise God.

TRUMPET FANFARE

NARRATOR: Hail King Cyrus! 

CROWD: Hail King Cyrus! 

CYRUS: I was a powerful king of the great Persian Empire. I captured Babylon and allowed the Jews- God’s people-to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple. I also gave them money and all of the Temple treasures that had been stolen by King Nebuchadnezzar.

NARRATOR 2: The prophet Isaiah said that Cyrus was chosen by God to be king and to free the Jewish captives. God brought some of the Jews back again to the land he promised them. The people promised to obey God from then on. The Greeks eventually defeated the Persians. The Romans eventually defeated the Greeks and set up a very large Empire. 
TRUMPET FANFARE

NARRATOR: Hail King Herod the Great! 

CROWD: Hail King Herod the Great! 

HEROD: I was the first Governor of Galilee in the great Roman Empire. The Romans called me ‘King of the Jews’. The Jews hated me even though I spent a lot of money on their Temple. I murdered some Jewish people and many young children. I was a strong ruler but I was cruel to the Jews. 
NARRATOR: And the people waited…and waited. They were waiting for the great king promised to them by God who would rescue them from all the invaders and the wickedness around them.

MARY, JOSEPH AND BABY JESUS PROCESS IN (You may use a real baby here. All children point to Jesus as he comes in. Mary places the baby on the throne at the centre of the other Kings, or holds the baby as she sits on the throne.)
SONG: ‘MARY’S CHILD’

NARRATOR 1: Here He is! Here is the King everyone was waiting for! Let’s all clap and cheer!

CROWD/Congregation: Welcome King Jesus! Hallelujah! 

NARRATOR 1: As a baby, Jesus came into the world. God had sent his only son to be our King. He came to give all people, both Jew and non-Jew, a new start. His Kingdom of Love sets us free from our sin and guilt. He came to turn earthly empires upside down and change the world. He is truly King of all Kings. 
SONG/S: ‘THE KING OF GLORY’ or ‘KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS’ or a selection of Christmas carols and songs.
PRAYER: Dear God, our wonderful and loving Father. Thank you for sending your only son Jesus into the world. He loved, he healed, he spoke the truth, he cared, he suffered, he died, he came back to life again. He still loves us, he still heals us, he still speaks the truth to us, he still cares for us. His death and resurrection still sets us free every day. He has conquered all and will never be defeated. He is King of all and always will be. Help us to worship his majesty with our whole being. In His glorious name we pray. Amen.
