LENTEN DEVOTIONAL SERVICE

(Week 2, Year C)

Opening Verses (Isaiah 53:1-3a)
Who would have believed what we now report? Who would have seen the Lord's hand in this?

It was the will of the Lord that his servant should grow like a plant taking root in dry ground.

He had no dignity or beauty to make us take notice of him. There was nothing attractive about him, nothing that would draw us to him.

We despised him and rejected him; he endured suffering and pain. 

Prayer

Let us pray for forgiveness.

(Silent prayer)
Lord and Father, to you alone those in great debt can come with hope of mercy. Have mercy on us, Lord, for we have nothing with which to repay you. Forgive us all our debt, forgive us all our sins, and make us merciful to others;  for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.
Hymn/Song

First reading of the Passion according to St Luke

Luke 22: 39-46     Jesus' prayer in Gethsemane

(silent meditation)

Response to the reading

On the Mount of Olives, Jesus prayed to his Father: 'My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me'. 

The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak. 

'Stay awake and pray that you may not come into temptation.' 

The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak. 

Psalm 42 
The Psalm may be read responsively or musical settings of this Psalm can be found in LHS 688, LHS 869 or TIS 25

Second reading of the Passion

Luke 22:47-54a    Jesus is betrayed and arrested

(silent meditation)

Response to the reading

Judas, the traitor, betrayed the Lord with a kiss. 

Our Lord was like an innocent lamb. 

For thirty silver coins, Judas delivered Christ to those who wanted to kill him. 

Our Lord was like an innocent lamb. 

Hymn/Song

Address

Hymn/Song

Prayers

Let my prayer be counted as incense before you,

and the lifting up of my hands as an evening sacrifice.

Then, one of the following:

Most merciful Lord, 
bless the preaching and hearing of your word 
among the people of your household. 
Give courage to those who struggle, 
wisdom to the perplexed, 
endurance to sufferers, 
fresh vigour and interest in life to those who have lost heart, 
and a sense of your presence to the lonely; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.
OR
Lord, when we are tempted, 
help us to resist the devil; 
when we are worried, 
help us to cast all our care on you; 
when we are weary, 
help us to seek our rest in you; 
so that in all things 
we may live our days to your glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

OR
Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
you chose the costliest way 
of following your Father's will: 
by suffering the pain and agony of the cross. 
Set your word plainly in our hearts, 
so that we may be led to live it in our lives; 
for the sake of your holy name. 
Amen.
Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever.  Amen.

 
Blessing

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you (us)all.

Amen.
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