
It was indeed a thanks giving ser-

vice. The seminary community with 

some partners from the surrounding 

Community’s and guests celebrated 

God’s goodness and faithfulness upon a life  

committed to  the proclamation of the gospel message of our Lord 

Jesus Christ and the strengthening of Christian faith and the develop-

ment of the Lutheran church in PNG. 

The service was held together with Holy communion and baptism.  

Some of the students were dressed in their traditional outfit and wel-

comed the teachers, Rev. Greg Schaller, visitors and families who 

came to wittiness this occasion and  baptism with kundu drums, danc-

ing and singing.  

 

The highlight of the thanks giving service was the message delivered 

by Rev. Greg Schiller. Towards the end of his message  he stretched 

out  the Luther Rose flag and summarized his message by saying that 

as the cross of Christ is in the center of the Luther Rose we Christians 

should make Christ the center of our Christian faith and ministry.  

 

This is a challenge to us as Lutherans because many claim to be Chris-

tian but only few made Christ  Lord of their lives and ministry.  For 

many Christ is not the ultimate  they make other THINGS to be come 

the center of their lives. 
 

In our Melanesian context we treat last words as special and are  very 

import words. Therefore  we should take that as a warning and to al-

low Christ to take his rightful place in our lives and ministry. 
 

After the sermon we had thanks giving. Student groups came in 

church districts to make their thanks giving. Followed by the teachers, 

seminary ministry groups, visitors and others.  

 

After the thanks giving we had communion and baptism and speeches 

were made by people. Among them 

was the Newly elected District Presi-

dent  Rev. Gigmai Kimbe of East Sim-

bu. He represents the former gradu-

ates and the church ELCPNG as a 

whole  and thanked Rev. Greg for his 

dedication and commitment in train-

ing men and women for pastoral and 

leadership ministry in their congrega-

tions circuits and districts of ELCPNG. 
 

The Principal, Rev. Umba Bomai in his 

speech acknowledged ELCA  for al-

lowing Rev. Greg Schiller to come to 

PNG and making it possible for him to stay with us until to date. He 

thanked the Australian Lutheran Church for their support and prayers.  

Rev. Greg Schiller’s Thanks Giving Service 

L U T H E R A N  H I G H L A N D S  S E M I N A R Y  O G E L B E N G  

 

“Jesus must be the center  
of our Christian faith and ministry” 



After the message Rev. Peandui Kumin and Rev. Jack Bangi 

(Deputy Principal) prayed and release Rev. Greg back to the 

ELCA on behalf of the seminary and the  Church.  

 

Women leaders of the Battle  Lutheran church in town attend 

the service too.  One of their leader also commended  mis-

sionaries who came to our country and impacted 

our nation with the gospel. She 

thank Rev. Greg 

and other mis-

sionaries for their 

contribution to-

wards the spir-

itual develop-

ment of this 

nation.  

Jiwaka district 

was represent-

ed by the good news  di-

rector but was not able to be at the service so 

a final year student conveyed  his message.  

 

After every 

thing was 

said and 

done, Rev 

Greg Schil-

ler acknowl-

edges the 

speech's 

and thanked  

the visitors and the 

seminary community for the 

friendship and time spent together in God’s service. He 

would really love to continue at Ogelbeng for sometime but  

due to his physical illness he accepted the decision to return 

early.  

 

It was a sad moment for the whole seminary. The Sunday 

school ministry and the women's fellowship presented items 

and farewell Rev. Greg with songs. 

 

Kids were baptized and communion was served. This was 

Rev. Greg’s last Sunday service so parents requested for 

their children's baptism and communion was also scheduled 

at the same time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After the church service we all moved to the principals 

yard and had lunch together.  

Prayer Points 
1. Strength for Rev. Greg as he is doing is final packing  

2. Strength and wisdom for teachers as they rest during 

this term break and prepare for the second term 

3. For wisdom, understanding  for the 50th Anniversary 

Committee & for its financial need 

4. Students—instead of Friday we dismiss the class on 

Wednesday 13th April 2016 due to food shortage . 

This years wet season affects the students garden 

food. Their sweet potato is not ready. It will take some 

time so we decide to let them go early so that we 

might plan on what to do next term and second semes-

ter.  

 Next week is our term break and 3rd term will com-

 mence on the 25th April 2016. 

 Pray with us for good weather 

  For finance  if we need to supply rice. It will cost us       

     almost K6500.00 to provide for all the students.  

 For understanding between student sand teachers 

 Pray for full recovery for our principal Rev. Umba  

  Bomai 

 Pray fro safety for our carpenter and helpers 

 


