LH 387
The Lord's my shepherd, I'll not want


Tune: Crimond (or another suitable  6868 tune)


(See also TIS 10, same as in LH)

Below are 2 modernisations of the paraphrase of Psalm 23 generally sung to Crimond: 

a)
a conservative modernisation, preserving phrases of the original and of the Authorised Version of the Bible; 

b)
a new paraphrase to the same metre

Version A

1
The Lord's my shepherd, I'll not want;


He makes me lie at ease


in pastures green, and he leads me


beside the quiet streams.

2
The Lord restores my soul again,


and makes me walk his way


along the paths of righteousness,


all for his own name's sake.

3
And though I walk through death's dark vale,


no evil will I fear,


for with your staff you comfort me,


and you are always near.

4
A table you prepare for me,


in presence of my foes,


and you anoint my head with oil,


and my cup overflows.

5
Goodness and mercy all my life


shall surely follow me;


and in God's house forevermore,


my dwelling-place shall be.

'Scottish Psalter' 1650, rev. David Schütz (2000)

LH 387
Version B

1
The Lord's my shepherd, kind and good,


he gives me all I need.


In pastures green, near quiet pools,


he lets me rest and feed.

2
He gives new life and strength to me,


and leads me on his ways.


As he has promised, he is true,


my guide throughout my days.

3
And when I walk through death's deep night,


then I will have no fear,


for with your staff you comfort me,


and you are always near.

4
Lord, you prepare a feast for me,


while enemies look on.


And you anoint my head with oil,


and fill my cup with wine.

5
Your goodness and your faithful love


will always be with me.


And in your house then I will live


with you eternally.

New metrical paraphrase of Psalm 23, David Schubert (2000)

