The LCA provides this sermon edited for lay-reading, with thanks to the original author.
Sermon for Christmas Eve –Year B 
The Text: Isaiah 9:2-7 
There is something about the chorus of Handel’s The Messiah based on Isaiah’s Christmas vision which excites listeners. The choir members swap the good news with each other. The sopranos announce with excitement, “For a child has been born to us, a Son born to us”, and then the tenors respond, followed by the altos. The good news about Jesus’ birth is tossed back and forth between the various sections of the choir as the excitement builds up, until the whispers turn into ecstatic cheers over the titles showered on Jesus: Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace!
Many people feel in need of a counsellor today, someone to whom they can safely express their hurts, their fears and their disappointments. I know of no more wonderful Counsellor than the Christ of Christmas. As we learn from Isaiah’s pre-Christmas vision, the giving of Jesus to us was no last-minute gift, but one long prepared for and looked forward to. 

The greatest benefit any counsellor can provide is a sympathetic ear. I often feel that an ear is a better symbol of love than a heart. Jesus comes to our world to hear our pleas for help and our cries for mercy.

The Christ whom we sing in adoration of at Christmas never turned anyone away who came to Him. The good news of great joy for us tonight is that the Wonderful Counsellor, who is at the centre of our Christmas celebrations, knows all about us, and yet doesn’t reject us. No one knows better what we really need this sacred season, than does Jesus Christ, our Lord. Jesus is the reason for this season. The most important part of Christmas is the first six letters of the word.

When Christ came to the earth, He made it easier for us to believe in Him by becoming one of us. Ordinary people of all kinds, those with good reputations, and those with bad reputations, come to Christ who understands the hassles and hardships of human living, and yet loves them with a love that is both human and divine. 

What a joy it is to be loved unconditionally as Jesus loves us. Love delights in listening to those whom it loves. Jesus is waiting to listen to us anytime of the day or night. He’s available 24/7. The counsel or advice He has for us is tailor-made to our unique needs. He gives Himself to us in His words of wisdom and love. In the words of this Wonderful Counsellor, we find encouragement and comfort for each new day of our life. And we will feel deeply comforted and strengthened as we pass onto others the comfort the Prince of Peace gives us.

“Peace on earth”, the angels sang, because the Christ-child gives us a peace like nothing in this world can give us, and no one can take this peace away from us. No one can take the peace of Christ from us, when the presence of His peace in us blesses those around us with a spirit of serenity and calmness. Jesus’ Christmas gift of peace is that of unbroken fellowship with God, a peace that reassures us that Jesus is our Advocate, ready at all times to champion our cause and help us keep our cool when provoked. 

Jesus’ peace remains with us as we make peace and act as an agent of reconciliation. “Blessed are the peace makers…” Jesus says (Matthew 5:9). Why are they so blessed? Because Christ, the Prince of Peace, guides all their thinking, acting and speaking. “Blessed are the peacemakers”, not just the peace lovers, but those whose aim it is to win agreements, not arguments. They have learned from Jesus that “love does not insist on its own way” (1 Corinthians 13:5), but like elastic, the love which Jesus brought into our world is full of ‘give and take’. His peace is more like a joy-filled family reunion where everyone is speaking to everyone else, rather than like the peace and quiet of a cemetery. It’s the peace that overwhelms Simeon when he at last sees His Saviour in Mary’s arms. 

When Simeon held the Christ-child in his arms and sang that serene Christmas chorus: “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your servant in peace.  For my eyes have seen your salvation… (Luke 2:29–30), Simeon now felt his life to be completely fulfilled. What greater joy can there be than seeing our Saviour? It is a joy that gives deep and abiding peace, a peace too powerful for anything to destroy. Christ’s peerless peace frees us who embrace it, from fear and anxiety. The song “I’ve got peace like a river in my soul…” sings so gratefully of this heaven-sent peace. 

As we welcome Christ, the Prince of Peace, with His transforming peace into our lives, and our hearts, souls and minds, we will feel brand new, young and re-invigorated again. 

No one loved Christmas more than St. Francis of Assisi. His prayer expresses the effect our Saviour had on him. May it be our prayer this Christmas too.

We pray with St Francis:  

Make me a channel of your peace; 

Where there is hatred, let me bring your love;



Where there is injury, your pardon, Lord,


And where there’s doubt, true faith in you.

Make me a channel of your peace,

where there’s despair in life, let me bring hope;

where there is darkness, only light,

And where there’s sadness, ever joy. 

Amen.

