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MMMiiinnniiisssttteeerrriiinnnggg   tttooo   ooollldddeeerrr   mmmeeemmmbbbeeerrrsss   
People often say after seeing and hearing a presentation on the Pastoral Care Nurse 

ministry: ‘That would be great here in our congregation.  We’ve got so many old people.’  

Unfortunately they don’t follow up on it!  However, my wife used to always say that 

Pastoral Care Nursing is a ministry to people ‘from the cradle to the grave’. 

 However, having said this, it is a fact that many of our congregations comprise mainly older mem-

bers, and ministering to them is a significant part of Pastoral Care Nursing.   

In a recent on-line discussion, several Parish Nurses in the United States indicated that much of their 

ministry is to older people. Some excerpts from their comments follow. 

When I started parish nur-

sing, I wanted to do great 

things in my church because I 

thought that is what you were 

supposed to do.  But none of 

my things worked, and I 

finally let God take over, 

which is what I should have 

done at the beginning.  After all it’s not my 

Parish Nursing but God’s work through me.  I 

found that in my church, people felt comfortable 

that they could call on me at any time, and I do a 

lot of life planning with the older members. 

Lana Wingate 

When I first began parish 

nursing 30+ years ago, I tried 

to serve all ages equally, but 

this has never happened.  I used 

to think I was doing something 

wrong, but I finally came to 

understand that this was pro-

bably how God was directing 

my ministry. 

My monthly report usually has close to 100 con-

tacts, but perhaps 10 are to people under 65 years 

of age.  I realise that more older adults than 

younger people make routine visits to their health-

care provider.   

I have also noted that many congregations have 

specific education and social programs for 

childrenand youth -- but fewer have active educa-

tion and social programs specific to the older 

adult.  Over the years, my parish nursing and older 

adult ministry have blurred in many ways providing  

many opportunities for informal health education 

and counselling, as well as a way to notice subtle 

changes that may suggest that the older adult may 

have an issue that should be checked out with their 

primary health provider. 

Statistically, in the USA, the 80+ senior is the 

fastest growing segment of our population.  More 

people live to over 100. More people retire from 

their regular job and seek another paid or unpaid 

position because they do not want to ‘retire to do 

nothing’.  

It has been said there are at least three 

generations within the aged population, so the 

senior ministry must recognise the diverse needs 

and accommodate to a ministry to, by, and with the 

older adult.  Some are ‘intergeneration’ ministries 

within the older adult population.  

Dr Marcia Schnorr 

I minister overwhelmingly to 

the retired (and above in our 

congregation.  Because I also 

am in the ‘and above’ group, I 

find myself not only educa-

tionally, but also experientially, 

able to minister to our older 

members!  I think that is called finding the silver 

lining in the cloud! 

Sue Neff 

Recently, a son (out-of-state) contacted me with 

concerns about his ageing parents who needed 

help. I created a list which I also posted in our 

church newsletter and on our Parish Nurse 

bulletin board.  It included things to think about, 

and my name as a resource.   

 

 

 

 



Included were matters such as: 

 Medical and financial Power of Attorney; 

 Memory testing; 

 Local Alzheimer’s Association contact and 

phone number; 

 Meals on Wheels phone number; 

 Local Home Health Care contact; 

 Free legal aid phone  number. 

Jennie Johnson 

My parish nursing is more specific to the 

‘chronologically gifted’. I do provide educational 

info for all age groups on the bulletin board, but 

the elderly participate more in blood pressure 

checks, flu shots, etc.   

And of course, hospital visits are almost always 

to elderly. So it makes sense that, as we age, we 

have more needs in body, mind, and spirit. 

Dianne Weber 

 

WWWhhhaaattt’’’sss   hhhaaappppppeeennniiinnnggg   
Newcastle, NSW 

Maureen Macpherson served as Parish Nurse at 

Epping in Sydney before moving to Newcastle.   

 
 

 

 

While not officially  appointed as a Pastoral Care 

Nurse in Newcastle, Maureen recently wrote: ‘I  

don’t have a defined role here, a sort of pastoral 

carer and sprinkling of Parish Nurse.  It is hard to 

have a definite role as a new pastor settles in, but 

God guides and provides.   

‘In last six months I have walked beside families 

of two very loved members as God was calling 

them on their final journey home. This was a very 

privileged and beautiful journey.’ 

At Newcastle, Maureen has also served as both 

parish and congregational chairperson. 

Graduate Pastor, Matthew von Stanke, was in-

stalled by Bishop Robert Bartholomaeus on 3 

February. 

                                             

                                    First enrollee for US course 

The first nurse to enrol in the US version of the LNAA’s Introduction to Parish 

Nursing course is Lynn Batchelder, of Yorke Beach in Maine.  Parish Nursing 

was the focus of her Master’s thesis, and she is the New England District Parish 

Nursing representative for the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod. 

Lynn has been a nurse for 45 years and a nurse practitioner for 20.  She says:  ‘I 

see the significant connection between mind, body and spirit all the time.   Educa-

ting people about health and prevention has always been an integral part of my 

practice.  Parish Nursing is a good fit for me at this time.  Since I live in Maine, 

the distance learning model is the best way for me to accomplish this goal.’           

  

  Lutheran Parish Nurses International Study Tours 

Regisgtrations are coming in for the 2020 study tour to Alice Springs, scheduled for 8-14 July.  The 

program includes a visit to the Royal Flying Doctor base, the Lutheran Mission site at Hermannsburg, and 

to tourist attractions such as Simpson’s Gap, with Uluru an ‘add-on’ extra.  There will be a seminar with 

the opportunity to learn about health matters among Australia’s Aboriginal people, and a visit to Yirara, a 

unique Lutheran secondary boarding college for Aboriginal children from remote outback communities. 

For more information or a registration form, contact: robert.wiebusch@lca.org.au.  The number of places 

available for this tour is limited, and already a third of them have been taken. 

Registrations have closed for the 2019 LPNI tour to Singapore, on 3-9 October, with 18 people from 

three countries (the United States, Australia and Papua New Guinea) registered.   
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