FUNERAL WITH COMMITTAL
NOTES


1. This rite is designed for use in a church or funeral parlour (or other suitable location), where the committal is part of the service.
2. Whereas the funeral rite in Church Rites (1994) was intended primarily for the funerals of baptised Christians, this updated rite includes options for situations where the deceased was not baptised, or had a tenuous connection with the church.

3. This rite includes an optional prayer for reconciliation.
INTRODUCTION

1 OPENING

The minister says one of the following to the congregation.
EITHER
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give you grace and peace.
Amen.

OR
In the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
OR
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. Grace and peace to you from God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.

2 WELCOME

The minister may say words of welcome to the funeral, introduce himself and briefly describe his relationship to the deceased.
3 REMINDER OF BAPTISM
The minister continues with the following or similar words.
As we come here in our grief to farewell N, St Paul comforts us with these words: Don't you know that all of us who were baptised into Christ Jesus were baptised into his death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection.
OR, in situations where the deceased has had no strong connection with the church, or has not been baptised, the minister says the following or similar words.
We have come here today to remember N, and to give thanks to God for his/her life. We are also here to grieve with his/her family and friends, share the sorrow of those who mourn his/her death, and offer them our love and support. We recognize that our grief shows how much he/she meant to us, and our sadness indicates how much he/she enriched and enhanced our lives. So we are here today to say farewell to N, and to give thanks to God for all that he has given to us through him/her.
 4 HYMN

A hymn may be sung.
5 OBITUARY

The minister may use these or other fitting words to introduce the obituary:
Our Saviour, Jesus Christ, has destroyed death and brings immortal life through the gospel. Let us remember with thanksgiving what God has done through N.
The obituary is read.

The obituary may close with:

We give thanks to God our Father through Jesus Christ our Lord for (our brother/sister) N.
LITURGY OF THE WORD

6 GREETING
The minister and the congregation greet each other.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
7 PRAYER
The minister says one or more of the following prayers.

EITHER
Let us pray.
Heavenly Father, comfort us in our time of mourning, for you are the only source of true comfort, and in your love you long to comfort us. Care for us in all our grief and remind us that you are always near; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
OR
Let us pray.
Eternal God, the Father of our Lord Jesus, as you raised your dear Son from the grave, keep us always faithful to him, so that not even death itself will snatch us out of your hand or separate us from your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
OR
Let us pray.
Heavenly Father, as you sent your Son to bear our grief and carry our sorrow, be with us in this dark time and assure us that you have not abandoned us even in the face of death, so that we may not despair but put our hope in you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
OR
Let us pray.
Eternal God, our heavenly Father: Be with us as we gather here in your presence to take leave of N, and assure us that you are close to us as we mourn. As we hear your promises, help us to trust in them and accept the comfort they offer. As we grieve for N, deepen our faith in your goodness and mercy, so that we may not be trapped in bitterness but be sustained by your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
OR the following prayer, which includes a focus on reconciliation:

Let us pray.

We thank You, eternal God, that You have sent Your Son Jesus to bear our grief and share our sorrows, in order to bring us to eternal life with You. Speak to us through Jesus and comfort us with his promises. Forgive us where we have ever hurt N and failed him/her in any way. Give us peace and healing where we have been hurt. Help us to cherish the good things that N said and did. As we face the mystery of death give us hope in the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection to eternal life with You and all Your people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
A further prayer of thanksgiving for the life of the person may be added.

8 PSALM
Psalm 130 (below) or another suitable psalm or portion of a psalm is sung or said. It may be spoken antiphonally by the minister and the congregation.
Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord; 

O Lord, hear my voice. 

Let your ears be attentive 

to my cry for mercy. 

If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, 

O Lord, who could stand?

 But with you there is forgiveness; 

therefore you are feared. 

I wait for the Lord, my soul waits,  

and in his word I put my hope. 

My soul waits for the Lord 

more than watchmen wait for the morning, 

more than watchmen wait for the morning. 

O Israel, put your hope in the Lord, 

for with the Lord is unfailing love 

and with him is full redemption. 

He himself will redeem Israel 

from all their sins. 

Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Other suitable psalms are: 13; 16:1,2,5,6,9–11; 23; 25:1–5,15–20; 27:1,7–11,13,14; 31:1–5,7,8,14–16; 39:4–13; 42:1–6; 71:1,2,5,9,12,20,21,23; 73:1,2,23–28; 77:1,2,7–13; 84:1–4,10–12; 90:1–12; 102:1,2,4,11,12,23–28; 103:1–13; 103:13–18; 116:1–5,9,10,15–19; 118:14–23; 121; 126; 139:1–3,7–18,23,24; 143:1,2,5–7,10,11; 146.
9 READINGS
One or more readings are read. The reader says:
Hear the word of the Lord as it is written in —–.
Suitable readings are listed at the end of this rite.
After each reading, the response is said:
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 
10 HYMN

A hymn is sung.
11 ADDRESS

12 APOSTLES' CREED

The minister says one of the following.
EITHER
Let us confess our faith in the Triune God, in whose name N was baptised, and say the Apostles' Creed.
OR
In the face of death, let us confess our faith in the living God, and say the Apostles' Creed.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, 

from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic* church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 


*or: Christian; 'catholic' here means 'universal'
13 HYMN

A hymn may be sung.
PRAYERS

14 LORD, HAVE MERCY

The following is said.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
15 PRAYER
The minister says the following or a suitable prayer of thanksgiving.
Let us pray. (As we pray, respond to each prayer with the words 'Hear our prayer'.)
Almighty God, our Father, in whom we live and move and have our being: We thank you for N and what we have received from him/her. Sustain us in life and death, and let perpetual light shine on us and all your faithful people.
Lord, in your mercy:
Hear our prayer.
Be with those who mourn, comfort them in their grief, and wipe away all tears from their eyes.
Lord, in your mercy:
Hear our prayer.
Remember ​​___ (N's family). Lighten their sense of loss with your presence, and support them in their loneliness.
Lord, in your mercy:
Hear our prayer.
Help those who grieve to support each other, and draw them together in their sorrow.
Lord, in your mercy:
Hear our prayer.
Give those who are bereaved courage to face the future with confidence in your goodness and with hope in the victory of Christ over death.
Lord, in your mercy:
Hear our prayer.
Help us, when we are perplexed and troubled, to believe in the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection to eternal life.
Lord, in your mercy:
Hear our prayer.
Be with us in our journey through life and teach us to live wisely, making the most of our time on earth.
Lord, in your mercy:
Hear our prayer.
As we are strangers and pilgrims on earth, prepare us all for the world to come. 
And when our last hour comes, support us by your power, and take us home to your heavenly kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
16 LORD'S PRAYER

The Lord's Prayer, spoken by the minister and the congregation, may conclude the prayers.
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen.
CONCLUSION
17 WORDS OF COMMITTAL

Facing the coffin, the minister says one of the following:
EITHER
Since almighty God, our heavenly Father, in his gracious wisdom has taken out of this life the soul of our departed brother/sister , N,/ our brother/sister, N, now fallen asleep, we commit his/her body to the ground/to the elements/to be cremated/to the deep/to its resting place: earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust; in the name + of our Lord Jesus Christ. We commend him/her to our heavenly Father. He assures us of the resurrection to eternal life; all those who have died believing in Christ are kept safe by him. (He was the first to rise from the dead, and he will raise up our mortal bodies to be like his in glory.)
Amen.
OR
Since almighty God, our heavenly Father, in his gracious wisdom has called N from this life, we commit his/her body to the ground/to the elements/to be cremated/to the deep/to its resting place: earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust. Dust we are and to dust we shall return. (But we know that as Christ was the first to rise from the dead, he will raise up our mortal bodies to be like his in glory.) We commend N to the Lord +, trusting in his infinite mercy. Thanks be to God who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ!
Amen.
OR
Heavenly Father, we now commend N into Your merciful care and protection. Give us such faith in You, that at all times and in all places, by day and by night, we may entrust ourselves and those who are dear to us to Your never-failing mercy and love, in this life and in the life to come, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.
OR
And now, as we entrust N into the gracious hands of God the Father, we commit his/her body to the ground/to the elements/to be cremated/to the deep/to its resting place: earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust; in the sure and certain hope of the resurrection from the dead, through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died, was buried, and rose again to overcome death for us.

Thanks be to God who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen.
18 GLORY TO GOD
The minister may say:

Glory to God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, who has created, redeemed, and sanctified N, body and soul.
 19 PRAYER
The minister says the following or another suitable prayer. 

Let us pray.

O Lord, support us all the day long of this troubled life, until the shadows lengthen and the evening comes, the busy world is hushed, the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then, Lord, in your mercy, grant us a safe lodging, a holy rest, and peace at last; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
20 HYMN
A hymn may be sung.
21 WORDS OF COMFORT
The minister may say the following

St Paul says: For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
22 BLESSING
The minister says one of the following.

EITHER
The Lord give you comfort and peace; and the blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit +, be with you always.
Amen.
OR
The God of peace, who brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, equip you by the blood of the eternal covenant with everything good, so that you may do his will, working in you what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ +; to whom be glory now and forever.
Amen.
OR
The God of love and peace + be with you.
Amen.
23 DISMISSAL
Christ has risen.
He has risen indeed.
Go in the peace of the Lord.
Amen.
24 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND DIRECTIONS
25 RECESSION
The Song of Simeon, or some other suitable Christian song may be sung or played as the coffin is carried out or removed. 
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