Christmas Lessons and Carols

Opening carol – Once in Royal David’s City (LH 632) 
1. Once in royal David’s city
stood a lowly cattle shed,
where a mother laid her baby
in a manger for his bed;
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little child.

2. He came down to earth from heaven
who is God and Lord of all,
and his shelter was a stable,
and his cradle was a stall;
with the poor, and meek, and lowly
lived on earth our Saviour holy.
3. And our eyes at last shall see him,
through his own redeeming love,

for that child so dear and gentle
is our Lord in heaven above;
and he leads his children on
to the place where he is gone.


4. Not in that poor lowly stable,

With the oxen standing by,

We shall see him; but in heaven,

Set at God’s right hand on high;

Where like stars his children crowned

All in white shall wait around.

Public Domain: Cecil Frances Alexander (1823-1895)
Greeting and Prayer

Friends in Christ: 

Let us hear again the message of the angels, and in heart and mind go to Bethlehem and see the loving-kindness of our God, and the baby lying in a manger. 

Let us hear in holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of God from the first days of our disobedience to the glorious redemption gained for us by the holy child, Jesus Christ our Lord; and let us thank him with our carols of praise. 

But first let us pray to God for the needs of the whole world. 

Heavenly Father, bring peace and goodwill among all people, so that we may learn to love one another, as your children.


Look in mercy on the poor and helpless; the homeless, the hungry, and the oppressed; the sick and those who mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged and the little children; and all those who do not know or love the Lord Jesus, or who by sin have grieved his heart.


We come before you with all those who rejoice with us in a greater light, that heavenly multitude which none of us can number, with whom, in the Lord Jesus, we are one for evermore. 
In his name we now pray:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
First Reading 
Genesis 3:8-15   God announces in the Garden of Eden that the offspring of the woman will crush the serpent's head.

Carol – Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus - Red Mountain Music
1. Come, thou long expected Jesus,

born to set thy people free;

from our fears and sins release us,

let us find our rest in thee.

2. Israel's strength and consolation,
hope of all the earth thou art;
dear desire of every nation,
joy of every longing heart.

3. Born thy people to deliver,

born a child and yet a King,

born to reign in us forever,

now thy gracious kingdom bring.

4. By thine own eternal spirit

rule in all our hearts alone;

by thine all sufficient merit,

raise us to thy glorious throne.
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Second Reading
Isaiah 9:2,6,7    The prophet Isaiah foretells Christ's birth and kingdom. 

Carol – Hark the Glad Sound (LH 9) OR Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes - Koine
1. Hark, the glad sound! The Saviour comes, 
the Saviour promised long! 
Let every heart prepare a throne, 
and every voice a song.

2. He comes the prisoners to release,

in Satan’s bondage held;

the gates of brass before Him burst,

the iron fetters yield.
3. He comes the broken heart to bind,

the bleeding soul to cure,

and with the treasures of His grace,

to enrich the humbled poor.

4. Our glad Hosannas, Prince of Peace,

Thy welcome shall proclaim;

and heaven’s eternal arches ring,

with Thy beloved Name.
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Third Reading 
Micah 5:2-5a   The prophet announces the birth-place of the Saviour.

Carol - O Little Town of Bethlehem (LH 633)

1. O little town of Bethlehem,


how still we see you lie!


Above your deep and dreamless sleep


the silent stars go by;


yet in your dark streets shining


the everlasting Light;


the hopes and fears of all the years


are met in you tonight.

2. For Christ is born of Mary: 

and, gathered all above,

while mortals sleep, the angels keep

their watch of wondering love

morning stars, together

proclaim the holy birth,

and praises sing to God the king,

and peace to all on earth.

3. How silently, how silently,

the wondrous gift is given!

So God imparts to human hearts

the blessings of his heaven.

No ear may hear his coming;

but in this world of sin,

where meek souls will receive him, still

the dear Christ enters in.
4. O holy child of Bethlehem,

descend to us we pray;

cast out our sin, and enter in:

be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels

The great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us,

our Lord Immanuel!
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Fourth Reading 
Matthew 1:18-25    St Matthew tells of the birth of Jesus.

Hymn – O Come, O Come Emmanuel - Sovereign Grace


1. O come, O come, Immanuel, 

    
and ransom captive Israel,


that mourns in lonely exile here, 

   
until the Son of God appear.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel 

    
shall come to you, O Israel.

2. O come, Thou rod of Jesse, free

    
Thine own from Satan’s tyranny;


from depth of hell Thy people save,

    
and give them victory o’er the grave.

3. O come, Thou dayspring, come and cheer

    
our spirits by Thine advent here;


disperse the gloomy clouds of night,

    
and death’s dark shadows put to flight.

4. O come, Thou key of David, come

    
and open wide our heavenly home.


Make safe the path that leads on high,

    
and close the path to misery.


Public Domain: From the Great O Antiphons 12th-13th century, 

Tr. John Mason Neale 1851/1859
Fifth Reading
Luke 2:1-7 Luke tells of the birth of the Christ child.

Hymn – From heaven above to earth I come (LH 23) 

1. From heaven above to earth I come,

To bear good news to every home;

Glad tidings of great joy I bring,

Whereof I now will say and sing.

2. To you, this night, is born a Child

Of Mary, chosen virgin mild;

This little child of lowly birth,

Shall be the joy of all your earth.

3. This is the Christ our God and Lord,

who in all need shall aid afford;

He will himself your Saviour be,

From all your sins to set you free.

4. He brings those blessings long ago

Prepared by God for all below;

That in His kingdom bright and fair

You may with us his glory share

5. These are the tokens ye shall mark,

The swaddling clothes and manger dark;

There shall ye find the young child laid,

By whom the heavens and earth were made.

6. Now let us all, with gladsome cheer,

Follow the shepherds, and draw near

To see this wondrous gift of God,

Who hath His own dear Son bestowed.

7. Give heed, my heart, lift up thine eyes!

Who is it in yon manger lies?

Who is this child, so young and fair?

The blessèd Christ-child lieth there!

Public Domain: Martin Luther (1483-1546), Tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1855, alt. St 3 Arthur Tozer Russell

Sixth Reading
Luke 2:8-12   The shepherds are told of the birth of Jesus.

Carol – Silent night (LH 629)
1. Silent night, holy night!


All is calm, all is bright


round yon virgin mother and child.


Holy infant, so tender and mild,


sleep in heavenly peace,

sleep in heavenly peace.
2. Silent night, holy night!


Shepherds quake at the sight,


glory streams from heaven afar,


heavenly hosts sing: Hallelujah!


Christ the Saviour is born,

Christ the Saviour is born.

3. Silent night, holy night!


Son of God, love’s pure light


radiant beams from thy holy face,


with the dawn of redeeming grace,


Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.
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Seventh Reading 
Luke 2:13-20    The angels proclaim peace, and the shepherds go to Bethlehem.

Hymn – Hark! the herald angels sing (LH 33) OR Hark the herald angels sing – Chris Tomlin
1. Hark! The herald angels sing
glory to the new-born King;
peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled.
Joyful, all you nations, rise,
join the triumph of the skies;
with the angelic host proclaim:


Christ is born in Bethlehem.


Hark! the herald angels sing

glory to the new-born King.

2. Christ, by highest heaven adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
late in time behold him come,
offspring of a virgin’s womb.


Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;


Hail, the incarnate Deity,

pleased as man with us to dwell,

Jesus, our Immanuel:

3. Hail, the heaven-born Prince of peace!
Hail, the sun of righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by, 
born that we no more may die,
born to raise the sons of earth,
born to give them second birth:

Public Domain: Charles Wesley (1707-1788), 

revised by George Whitfield (1714-1770), 

Martin Madan (1726-1790) and others
Eighth Reading 
Matthew 2:1-11   The wise men are led by the star to Jesus.

Hymn – As with gladness men of old (LH 40) 
1. As with gladness, men of old

    Did the guiding star behold

    As with joy they hailed its light

    Leading onward, beaming bright

    So, most glorious Lord, may we

    Evermore be led to Thee.

2. As with joyful steps they sped

    To that lowly manger bed

    There to bend the knee before

    Him Whom Heaven and earth adore;

    So may we with willing feet

    Ever seek Thy mercy seat.
3. As they offered gifts most rare

    At that manger rude and bare;

    So may we with holy joy,

    Pure and free from sin’s alloy,

    All our costliest treasures bring,

    Christ, to Thee, our heavenly King.

Ninth Reading 
John 1:1-4, 14    St John describes the mystery of the incarnation.

Carol –Joy To The World (LH 627)
1. Joy to the world! The Lord has come;


let earth receive her king;


let every heart prepare him room,


and heaven and nature sing.

2. Joy to the world! The Saviour reigns;
let all their songs employ;
while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains
repeat the sounding joy.



3. No more let sins and sorrows grow,


nor thorns infest the ground;


He comes to make his blessings flow


far as the curse is found. 

4. He rules the world with truth and grace,


and makes the nations prove


the glories of his righteousness,


and wonders of his love.

Public Domain: Isaac Watts (1674-1748)
Collect
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray for true Christmas joy. 
Lord God, 

we thank you for making this holy night shine 

with the true light of your Son. 

As we celebrate his birth as a human child, 

fill us with the joy of heaven. 

For he lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen.

Blessing
Christ the Son of God give you joy and peace by his presence with you; and the blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with you always.
Amen.

Carol - O come, all ye faithful (LH 34) 

1. O come, all ye faithful,
Joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him,


Born the King of angels:


O come, let us adore Him,


O come, let us adore Him,


O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!

2. God of God,


Light of light,


Lo, he abhors not the virgin’s womb;


Very God, 


Begotten, nor created:

3. Sing, choirs of angels,
Sing in exultation,


Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;


Glory to God


In the highest:
Public Domain: Latin Hymn, before 18th century, Tr. Frederick Oakley, 1852, alt.
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