LH 55
O dearest Jesus

Tune: Herzliebster Jesu


(As in TIS, no. 337  -  vv 5, 7 below added)


(AT 347, different version, based on this hymn, same tune)

1
O dearest Jesus, why aren't you acquitted?


What crime so dreadful can you have committed?


How are you guilty? Everyone condemns you.


No-one defends you.

2
With thorns they crown you, strike your face and beat you;


they jeer, they mock you, with contempt they treat you,


drugged wine they give you, cruelly crucifying;


now you are dying.

3
What is the cause of all the pain that fills you?


It is my sin, my sin that breaks and kills you.


Yes, I am guilty; Jesus, I denied you;


I crucified you.

4
Yet by this dying such great love is offered.


See, the good Shepherd for the sheep has suffered;


the righteous master pays what servants owed him,


though they disowned him.

5
O King eternal, Lord so true and mighty,


how can I thank you, praise such kindness rightly?


No gifts are worthy, nothing could I offer,


now or forever.

6
My loving Saviour, I cannot repay you


for all your mercy; I can only pray you:


Grant me your Spirit, since you died to win me,


and reign within me.

7
When, dearest Jesus, at your throne in heaven,


the crown of glory there to me is given,


with all your people, endless praises bringing,


I will be singing.
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