Epiphany  Word & Prayer
GOD WELCOMES US
We sing …
We come to God 
Blessed are the pure in heart,

for they will see God.  (Matt 5:8 NRSV)
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.


Amen
We confess our sin and God forgives us

Lord, I call to you for help.








In the morning I pray to you. (Psalm 88:13)
I am filled with praise for you,








and proclaim your glory all day long. (Psalm 71:8)
Close your eyes to my sins,








and wipe away all my evil. 
Create a pure heart in me, O God,







and put a new and loyal spirit within me. 
Do not banish me from your presence;







do not take your Holy Spirit away from me.
Give me the joy that comes from your salvation,





and make me eager to please you. (Psalm 51:9-12)
Be gracious, Lord, this day,








and keep us free from sin. 
Have mercy on us, Lord;








have mercy on us.
Let your goodness and love be with us,






as we put our hope in you. (Psalm 33:22)
Listen to my prayer, Lord,








and hear my cry for help.  (Psalm 86:6)
No one who takes refuge in the Lord will be condemned. He hears our cry and forgives us.
Amen.

We sing … 
We pray Psalm 15
LORD, who may dwell in your sacred tent?

    Who may live on your holy mountain?
The just will live in the presence of the Lord.

The one whose walk is blameless,

    who does what is righteous,

    who speaks the truth from their heart;

whose tongue utters no slander,

    who does no wrong to a neighbour,

    and casts no slur on others;

who despises a vile person

    but honours those who fear the LORD;

who keeps an oath even when it hurts,

    and does not change their mind;

who lends money to the poor without interest;

    who does not accept a bribe against the innocent.
The just will live in the presence of the Lord.

Whoever does these things

    will never be shaken.
The just will live in the presence of the Lord.

We pray an Epiphany prayer
The Lord be with you

And also with you.

Let us pray.

Let us pray for power to say and do what is right. [silence]
In all our doubts, dangers, and confusion,

teach us, Lord, what we ought to say and do.

Give to us,

who can do nothing good without you,

the power to speak the truth and do your will.

We ask this through your Son,

Jesus Christ our Lord,

who lives and reigns

with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever.

Amen.
GOD SPEAKS TO US
We listen to God’s word
Old Testament Reading
Hear the word of God as it is written in … 
(after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord





         Thanks be to God
Epistle Reading
Hear the word of God as it is written in …
(after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord





         Thanks be to God
Gospel Reading
Hear the gospel of the Lord as it is written in …
(after the gospel)

This is the gospel of the Lord





          Praise be to you, O Christ 
Thank you, Lord Jesus, for becoming poor for our sakes.
Bless us who are poor in spirit,
and make us children of your kingdom.
Amen.
We sing …
We listen to the address
We confess our faith  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 


and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, 


from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic* church,
the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, 


and the life everlasting.  
Amen.
* ‘catholic’ here meaning 'universal'
GOD RECEIVES OUR OFFERING
We sing a hymn/song as our offering is received 
We pray an offering prayer 
Let us pray.

Wise and merciful God,
thank you for choosing us to be your people.
Teach us to yearn for what is right
and to do what you want us to do.
Use us and our possessions
for your wise and good purposes.
Amen.

We pray for ourselves and the world
St Paul reminds us that God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. We come before our Father in our weakness, acknowledging that we are totally dependent on him, seeking his strength and wisdom.

Gracious Father – praise be to your blessed name for your mercy and kindness to us. You have come to us, full of grace and truth. Before the foundation of the world you chose us as your own, to be holy and blameless in your sight. You predestined us to be adopted as your children through Jesus Christ. This was your pleasure and will, and we in turn thank and praise you. 

Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer.
How wondrous is your holy church – composed of redeemed sinners like us. Bless your church, that she may shine with your Son’s light in this world. Revive and refresh us by your Holy Spirit so that we can confess your name before others, pray fervently for our neighbour, and demonstrate your love through good works. Be with all pastors and church workers in every congregation in this land, that they can speak your word in truth and power and care for the flock entrusted to them. Be with the leaders of the LCA - in particular our Bishop (insert name) and our District Bishop (insert name). Guide them, protect them, and help them to work together in your name.

Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer.
How blessed we are to enjoy the freedoms and prosperity of this country. Bless this land, all who live in it, all who visit it, and all who lead our nations affairs, in particular our PM, our Premiers, our elected politicians, our leaders in business and society. Give us a love of truth and justice. Help all citizens to serve their neighbour through their vocation. Help those who are unemployed or whose work is difficult or dangerous or stressful. Strengthen all families and the bond of marriage. Give all children and young people a renewed respect for their parents, and guide all parents in raising their children.

Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer.
How great is your power that you guide the nations of the world. Continue to curb evil and bring oppression to an end. Show mercy and give relief to those who are suffering as a result of natural disasters. Help them to rebuild in the wake of destruction. Comfort them with the consolation of your Word. We pray for the modern state of Israel, and all who live in Palestine. You came to what was your own, but your own people did not receive you. Turn the hearts of the Jewish people to your Son, their Messiah, and help all Gentiles to bear witness to you in love.

Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer.
Almighty Father, hear our prayer. Since we can do nothing good without you, send us your Spirit so that your purposes may be fulfilled in us, through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

We pray the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours

now and forever.  Amen. 
GOD BLESSES US

We go with God
God the Father
show you the light of his glory
in the face of his Son,
so that you may be a light to the world; . . .

Go in peace, for Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God.
Thanks be to God.
We sing …
