Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost, Year A (Proper 25) Church@Home

As you prepare

Set up a small cross and candle in your home worship space.
We begin

Light your candle

Start your time of church@home discussing the following questions:

What is love? 

What does love look like? 

God loves us. God has shown us how much he loves us by sending Jesus into this world. God has given us his Spirit that we may live with God in his love now and forever.  As we worship in this moment we declare our love for God because he first loved us … 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Opening Song LHB 164 Love divine all loves excelling OR 
Your love defends me
Psalm 1

Psalm 1 shows us how someone who loves God will delight in the law of the Lord.  Read the Psalm in sections as a household. Then take a moment to ask Holy Spirit to continue to align your life to be like the blessed one. 

Blessed is the one
    who does not walk in step with the wicked
or stand in the way that sinners take
    or sit in the company of mockers,
but whose delight is in the law of the 
LORD, 

and who meditates on his law day and night.
That person is like a tree planted by streams of water,
    which yields its fruit in season
and whose leaf does not wither –
    whatever they do prospers.
Not so the wicked!
    They are like chaff
    that the wind blows away.
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 
nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous.
For the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, 
but the way of the wicked leads to destruction.

We pray 

Thank you, everliving God, 

for giving us your only Son. 

Move us to love you with all our heart, 

soul, mind, and strength, 

and to love our neighbour as we love ourselves. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.
Bible Readings
Open your Bible and read 
Leviticus 19:1-2,15-18 Be holy as the Lord is holy
After the reading

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God
Personal Reflection:  
According to this reading, what are some examples of loving your neighbour as you love yourself? 
Open your Bible and read:  

1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 Paul does not speak to please people
After the reading

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God
According to verse 8, when a Christian loves another person what two key things will they share with them? 

Which of the two aspects of loving others do your find more comfortable: sharing the Gospel of God or sharing your lives as well? What would it take for us to focus on both?
Gospel Reading

Open your Bible and read:  

Matthew 22:34-46 The great commandment
or watch this Gospel presentation video https://video.link/w/sjsjb or at https://youtu.be/-sH95-xJOS8
After the gospel: 

This is the gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ.
Household Discussion 
How can you love God with all your heart?  With all your mind? With all your soul? 

What does it mean to ‘love others as much as you love yourself?’ 

Thank you, Jesus, for coming as Lord 

and showing us God's love. 

Teach us to love God and our neighbour. Amen.
Confession

Jesus said: ‘You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart,
and with all your soul, and with all your mind.
And you shall love your neighbour as yourself.’
But no matter how hard we try we unable to perfectly fulfil this commandment,
so let us come before our Father in heaven
to confess our sin
and to ask him to forgive us
for the sake of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we confess to you that by nature we are sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against you by thought, word and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to your infinite mercy and plead for your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Most merciful God, you have given your only Son to die for us: Have mercy on us, and for his sake grant us forgiveness of all our sins. By your Holy Spirit increase our knowledge of you and your will, and make us obedient to your word, so that by your grace we may come to eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy on us, and has given his only Son to die for us, and for his sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in his name he has given the right to become children of God, and has given them his Holy Spirit. Whoever believes and is baptised will be saved. Grant this, Lord, to us all.

Amen.

We sing   LHB 239 Son of God, Eternal Saviour OR You are my King
Sermon

The Apostles Creed 

Let’s speak our common faith out loud. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, 

from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic* church,
the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen.

We Sing  LHB 359 Thee will I love Or Whole Heart
We Pray for Ourselves and the World

Before you begin ask one another: ‘How can I be praying for you?’ Include your prayers for one another in this time of prayer. 
Thank you, Lord, for sending your Son Jesus to us and for all that he has brought us.
As you have loved us so much, help us to love you more than anything else and our neighbour as ourselves. 
Thank you that you are our Lord, the God of love, and that because of your love for us we have significance and purpose, as well as forgiveness through Jesus.  We pray for all Christians, that we may be guided by the Spirit to fulfil the law of love, and that we may enjoy the blessings of a loving relationship with you and with others.

Father, raise up faithful people to speak your word with truth and clarity.  Preserve us from confusing the law with the gospel, and help us depend on Christ and not on our own performance.

Bring the gospel of your love through Jesus to those who live in hatred of you and of their neighbours.  Protect victims of abuse and violence, and bring peace to homes, cities, and nations.

Feed the starving, dear Lord.  Have mercy on those who are disadvantaged, and give success to groups that serve those in need, and in particular we name our own Australian Lutheran World Service.

Father, bless the life we share together.  Bring renewed health, faith and strength to (insert names of those you know who are experiencing difficulty). Our life is short, and we soon return to dust.  Give us confidence in the final resurrection of the dead, and of the return and rule of Christ.  

(Add your extra prayers one another here)
Lord, only you can satisfy our needs and the needs of all people. We commit ourselves and our neighbours into your loving care, trusting that you will continue to provide everything we need from day to day. 
In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.
Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen. 
Blessing 

Let us go in peace and Love the Lord our God above all things, and love our neighbour as ourselves.  And the blessing of Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be with us now and always. Amen 

Final songs LHB 344 Our God is Love  OR You say
Conclusion

Don’t forget to blow out your candle
