Ninth Sunday after Pentecost Church@Home

As you prepare

Set up a small cross and candle in your home worship space
We begin
Light your candle.

Let’s begin

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Sharing
Talk together about your week. If you are on your own, you might like to write or draw your thoughts.
Share something you struggled with this week. 

Opening Song: Come Holy Spirit heavenly dove-LHS 116 OR How deep the Father’s love for us AT 635
We confess our sins to God and receive forgiveness in Jesus’ name 

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other.

We confess to you, almighty God,

before the whole company of heaven,

and to each other,

that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed,

by our own fault.

Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake,

forgive us all our sins,

and bring us to eternal life. Amen.

May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins.

Amen.
Song: Jesus the very thought of thee – LHS 148 OR Even Unto Death - Audrey Assad
Bible Readings
Open your Bible and read 
First Reading: 2 Kings 4:42-44
After the reading

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God
Household Discussion
In this reading, a man brought 20 barley loaves and some corn cobs to feed an army of 100 soldiers. In ancient Israel, a barley loaf was pretty small, perhaps the size of a pita bread.

Do you think this would be enough to feed 100 hungry men? 

Have you ever worried that you wouldn’t have enough food? Or enough of something you really need?

Open your Bible and read:  

Second Reading: Ephesians 3:14-21
After the reading

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God
Household Discussion

In this reading, the writer Paul prays that “you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God”. Imagine a big measuring cup, filled to overflowing with water, or a bowl filled to the brim with something you really like to eat. Paul wants you to be filled full to the top with God’s love. 
Read through this passage again, noticing what happens when we are filled with God…
Gospel Reading

Open your Bible and read:  

John 6: 1-14
OR watch Jesus Feeds the 5,000 (animated kids’ version) OR Jesus Feeds 5000 People (reenactment)
After the gospel: 

This is the gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ.
Household Discussion 

How do you think what Jesus does in this reading connects to the other readings?
We pray 

Lord Jesus, thank you for so generously caring for your people.
Strengthen our faith in you. Amen.
Sermon

Song: O Living bread from heaven- LHS 284 OR I am the bread of life – LHS 838/AT 167 
We Pray for Ourselves and the World
Before you begin ask one another: ‘How can I be praying for you?’ Include your prayers for one another in this time of prayer. 
Our compassionate God provides abundant life for his people now as he has done in the past.  So let us pray confidently, knowing that God listens to us.
Heavenly Father: thank you for this beautiful world and its ability to supply all our needs.  Feed those who are hungry and house those who have inadequate shelter.  

Lord in your mercy:
 hear our prayer.

Support each person in their proper vocation, and give us confidence in our daily work's contribution to your work in the world.  When we cannot work in our regular occupations, give us eyes to see how we may be a blessing to others. Feed your people with firm faith that the good things we do for Jesus' sake are pleasing to you.

Lord in your mercy:
 hear our prayer.

Thank you for the Bread of Life, our Lord Jesus Christ. Give us patience, Lord, especially when we are unable to gather with other members of our congregation. Please be with our brothers and sisters in Christ in this community and around the world. Feed them with your word and with the joy of their salvation. Make us generous in offering what we have to you and open us to new people who hunger for Christ.

Lord in your mercy:
 hear our prayer.

We pray for all government and welfare agencies, for volunteers and carers who work to relieve the distress of others. We pray for Lutheran Care and Australian Lutheran World Service.  Feed them with good judgment and success so that those they serve may be satisfied and thankful.

Lord in your mercy:
 hear our prayer.

We pray for all in trouble and distress - for those whose bodies ache, whose minds are confused, whose spirits are sad.  Feed them with hope and healing, comfort and consolation in Jesus Christ our Lord. We ask you to be with (insert your own prayer requests and your prayers for one another here)
Lord in your mercy:
 hear our prayer.

We pray through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen. 
Blessing 
Go in peace, filled with the abundant life that God gives us.

The blessing of Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be with us always. Amen 

Final song: Lord, keep us steadfast in Thy Word - LH 197 OR Your Word - Emu Music
Conclusion

Don’t forget to blow out your candle
