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SEASON OF CREATION
SEASON OF CREATION
‘Seasons of Creation’ is an ecumenical response to the environmental crisis impacting the world. A coalition of Christian partners from around the globe have provided activities and worship resources for Christian communities to use. The timing of this is usually between 1st September to 4th October as an alternative to the regular time after Pentecost. Each year brings is a particular themed focus connected with an aspect to the environment, to raise awareness and inspire responsible environmental action.
The worship resources offered on the Commission on Worship site have been prepared in collaboration with Lutheran Earth Care Australia and New Zealand, endeavouring to point God’s people to the hope that we have in the midst of environmental chaos: Christ as the Redeemer of the world, who sustains all things by his powerful word, and will make all things new. 

The resources provided here are shaped for use for a single Sunday at any time on the Sundays after Pentecost, and more particularly for the month beginning September 1 and culminating in St Francis of Assisi Day on October 4. 

This suite of resources is more foundational and general in nature. Each year additional resources will be offered to correspond with the particular international theme. As future themes are developed and our resources grow, congregations might like to use multiple themes in the time after Pentecost.

LITURGY
SENTENCE
Sing to the Lord a new song;

    sing to the Lord, all the earth.

Sing to the Lord, praise his name;

    proclaim his salvation day after day. (Ps 96:1-2)

INVITATION TO CONFESSION
The following words may be used to introduce the confession of sins.
Friends in Christ:
God’s Word teaches us that all of creation is groaning 

as a result of our fall into sin

Let us bring our sins before the Creator of the world

And seek his grace and mercy:

PRAYER OF THE DAY (COLLECT)
Eternal God, maker of heaven and earth,

You are pleased to reconcile to yourself all things,

on earth and in heaven, by making peace 
through the blood of the cross.

Give us hearts and voices to join with all creation

in praising your name day after day.

We ask this through your Son,

Jesus Christ our Lord,

who lives and reigns

with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever.

Amen.
First Reading
Isaiah 11:1-9 A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse 
OR Genesis 1:24-31 God creates humanity in his image
PSALM
Psalm 65
Antiphon: Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion. (Psalm 65:1 NRSV)
OR Psalm 8
Antiphon: 
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty
OR O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth.

OR What are human beings that God is mindful of them? (Ps 8:4 NRSV alt)

SECOND READING
Colossians 1: 15-23 The firstborn over all creation
OR Romans 8: 18-26, 38-39 Our future hope
GOSPEL
Matthew 6:25 – 34 Do not worry
OR John 1:1-4, 9-14 God becomes flesh and dwells among us
OFFERING PRAYER
Lord God, we thank you for your gracious gifts to us

For your world and all creation,

For meeting our daily needs,

For your grace and forgiveness.

Help us to be good stewards of these blessings,

Caring for our planet and all living things,

Caring for our fellow humans and
Sharing the good news of your saving love with all.
Amen.

Prayer of the Church
Triune God, we join with all creation in worshipping and glorifying your name. Today we bring our worries and concerns about the world to you in grateful assurance that you hear our prayers and act with justice and mercy.

Let us pray: 

Creator God, open our ears to hear ‘the cry of the earth’. Give us a new spirit of listening and create in our hearts a desire to care for your creation. 

[brief silence]

Lord in your mercy:  Hear our prayer

Father of all, open our eyes to see your image in every person we encounter, and move us to love one another as you have loved us. Give us a new commitment to care for each other. [insert your own prayers for people who are ill, suffering or mourning the loss of loved ones here] 
[brief silence]

Lord in your mercy:  Hear our prayer

Jesus, Redeemer and Sustainer, open our mouths to call on your name as we seek to sustain the gift of creation. Grant us the courage to speak up when our environment is polluted or threatened by people’s carelessness and greed. [you may like to insert prayers for current environmental issues]
[brief silence]

Lord in your mercy:  Hear our prayer
Spirit of life, open our hearts to care for all of your creatures, great and small. Give us the passion to protect endangered species, threatened habitats and animals suffering from cruelty in all its forms.[you may like to insert prayers for current issues or situations related to animal welfare/care]
[brief silence]

Lord in your mercy:  Hear our prayer

Loving God, you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. We know that just as you spoke this world into being, one day our lives here will end, and you will bring about a new heaven and a new earth. Even as we care for this planet you have given us, help us not to lose sight of your power and might, and the plan you have for the redemption of the whole world.
[brief silence]

Lord in your mercy:  Hear our prayer

We hand over all our cares and concerns to you, confident that you will empower us with your strength, your wisdom and your love. Father, Son and Holy Spirit, hear our prayers, and continue to live and remain with us, now and forevermore.

Amen.

BLESSING
You may like to preface the common blessing with the following:
As you go into the world, may you praise God with every person you meet, with every tree, with every flower, with every creature on the earth, every bird in the sky, and with all of creation.
SUGGESTED HYMNS AND SONGS
LHS

21 
Of the Father's love begotten 
152
Fairest Lord Jesus 
379
Lord of Creation, to Thee be all praise 
394
God is love, let heaven adore him 
429
All creatures of our God and King 

433
All people that of Earth do dwell 

442
Praise to the Lord, the almighty, the king of creation 

467
For the beauty of the earth 
598
I sing the almighty power of God 

790
O Lord of light, who made the stars
808
Go out, my heart, and seek delight Pt 1

809
Go out, my heart, and seek delight Pt 2
810
Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving 
880
How shall I call you 
881
How great Thou art
903
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord
AT

2
This is the day 
400
Deep Peace 

422
Canticle of Daniel
433
You were in this place 

494
For you deep stillness 
524
Sing of the Lord’s goodness
606 
Nothing is lost on the breath of God
644
Thank God you’re here
TIS

135
All things bright and beautiful 
156
Morning has broken 

166
Creation sings a new song
690
Beauty for Brokenness

OTHER HYMNS AND SONGS

Indescribable
 (Jesse Reeves, Laura Story)
Jesus at the Centre
(Adam Ranney, Israel Houghton, Micah Massey)
The Word became Flesh (Colin Buchanan)
See also CCLI theme “Creation“
psalm 65
For musical settings of Psalm 65 from the Music Packages, see Psalm_65_p106.pdf 
PSALM 8
For musical settings of Psalm 8, see Music Packages Psalm 8 p11.pdf ; Psalm 8 p12.pdf; 
Versions of Psalm 8 may also be found in TIS, 3 Lord, our Lord, your glorious
name, and 4 O Lord, our Governor.
A paraphrased version of Psalm 8 from the Iona Community may be found in
John L Bell, Psalms of patience, protest and praise on page 8. The hymn ‘How
great Thou art’ (LH 881, TIS 155) is also based partly on Psalm 8.
The following paraphrase, by David Schütz, is sung to the tune Portland, LHS
374. If reproducing this version, please put 'Words (c) David Schütz' at the
beginning or the end of the psalm.

O Lord, our Lord, in all the earth
your glorious name is ever praised.
Even on lips of infant babes
your song is raised.
When I look at the sun and moon,
the stars and all in heav'n above,
how is it that we humans know
your saving love?
How can it be that you should care
for us poor creatures of the dust?
Yet you have made us like yourself
and honoured us.
Over all creatures great and small

NOTES ON THE READINGS
ISAIAH 11:1-9 
In the Isaiah lesson, the predicted Messiah will re-create the world in two particular ways. First, his rule will upend oppression and wickedness in the world, and he will especially bring redemption for the poor and meek.  

Secondly, he will bring reconciliation to a world of violence, death and conflict, and not just in the world of humans but to all creation. The promised saviour is not just about eternal salvation but also ushers in a new way of living in peace with each other, and with the world.  

GENESIS 1:24-31 
God alone as Creator has the authority and right to ascribe worth and purpose to the creation he made and sustains by his powerful word. This passage gives the incredible revelation that humankind is distinctly different to anything else God has made—created in God’s own image as the pinnacle of his creation, blessed by him for the purpose of exercising responsible stewardship over his creation as his representatives on earth. This is starkly different to the low and almost accidental place human beings have in the creation accounts of other religions. While God has made human beings at the height of his creation, there is no room for the thought that this could mean a disrespectful, selfish attitude towards what God has made, even less environmental exploitation and harm in the name of greed—for God has made humankind in his image, and he is not selfish but generous and self-giving for the benefit of others. Human beings are just one aspect of what God has made, who at the end of the chapter looks over what he has brought about and declares it to be very good. In the original Hebrew language, this can also mean ‘very beautiful’.
PSALM 65

In Psalm 65, we are reminded that it is God that sustains us, and that without God’s continual creating and sustaining power, the world would cease to exist. We are also reminded that despite the brokenness of the world, God’s desire is to provide a fruitful, bountiful creation with enough for all people, and indeed for all of creation.

PSALM 8 
The psalm begins and ends by praising the name of the LORD, on the basis of his creative work which spans from the heavens and far beyond what we can see, to his people below. The Psalm mirrors the reading from Genesis, with the privileged position human beings have with incredible dignity, worth and purpose as God’s representatives—created ‘a little lower than the angels’ but ‘crowned with glory and honour’ with the special responsibility of being given dominion over all the works of God’s hands. Yet this dominion is to be meek and humble. It is through the confession of praise given by from the lips of children and infants that the mighty foe and avenger are silenced. This is God’s ‘upside down’ plan of salvation at work in the world, fulfilled in Christ in whom God’s glory is most clearly seen.
COLOSSIANS 1: 15-23 

In the Colossians reading, Jesus in acknowledged as fully God. He created all things and all things hold together through him. He is not just the sustainer of the current world, but through his death and resurrection he is reconciling the whole creation. Too often our view of redemption is anthropocentric, with the rest of creation just a stage for our earthly lives that will soon pass away. So part of our mission to live in the new kingdom of heaven initiated by Christ is to love and care for all creation because Christ loves and cares for all creation.

ROMANS 8: 18-26, 38-39

Paul is real about the brokenness and suffering that is part of the human experience. In this text he speaks of judgment and redemption not just in person-centred terms, but as something in which all creation shares. Paul begins his teaching on the future glory by beginning with the whole of God’s creation, which he personifies as groaning in bondage to decay. This is a grim picture, for there comes a time when something can decay no more. Since Adam’s sin, all of creation was subjected to futility and is groaning in the pains of childbirth until now. Yet this is also a wonderful picture with great hope. That is, after the pains comes the birth. God will do a new thing, bringing his redemptive and re-creative work, and it will arrive at the appointed time. This is why Christ was crucified—to reconcile all things to God by his precious blood, and that is what the Spirit points us to. Just as the fallen and decaying creation groans in expectation to a day of restored glory, so Christians, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, eagerly await this final perfected freedom of total redemption. And so the Christian confession is that despite climate and environmental upheaval, neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
MATTHEW 6:25 – 34 

In the Gospel, we are often quick to again read this passage anthropocentrically. We take the key message as being that God will take care of us, because he even cares for relatively worthless sparrows and flowers.  A better way to read this passage is to meditate on the fact that God asks us to look at the rest of creation, to first wonder at its beauty and to learn from the examples God provides for us there. God loves and cares for all creation, even us. 

A challenge with this Gospel passage is reconcile the message that we don’t need to worry about tomorrow with the urgent need to address the ecological damage done by greedy lifestyles. We should act, not because we are afraid of our personal future, but instead because God calls us to live in his new kingdom of care for all creation, especially a suffering creation. 

Perhaps the clearest Christian distinctive in the global response to the ecological crisis is that of Christian hope. As Christians, we can act with confidence and assurance that God will continue to provide us with all that we need. Our hope for the future is not in human ingenuity and technological solutions, it is not in political promises and agreements, it is not in human wisdom to turn away from greedy and unsustainable lifestyles.  If these were our sources of hope then we certainly do have a lot to worry about! Instead, our hope is in Christ who continually calls us to follow him where he leads.

JOHN 1:1-4, 9-14
Genesis tells us of what God did ‘in the beginning.’ John tells us that in the beginning Jesus, the Word, was with God and is God, who is the source of all there is. In him is light and life. Since the first people rebelled against God and brought sin, decay and death into the world, the Word, who spoke all things into being, came into our world. He came to us in flesh and bone, to dwell among us, clothed with the same frail flesh that we have, knowing the most vulnerable of existences, as an embryo in his mother’s womb, being born in a stable with all its stench and filth. Jesus is the down to earth God, born in the midst of our ecological fragility, and the sin that caused it, ever since Adam and Eve plunged all things into bondage to decay. Jesus is with us in the midst of all our mess, chaos and brokenness, to be God with us—still the source of light and life, and the fulness of grace and truth, who will make all things new.

VISUAL
COLOUR AND DISPLAY
The colour for the day is green.
You may like to use combinations of earth and plant colours.

The Season of Creation is an ideal opportunity to bring nature into the church, through displays of native flora, images of the planet, its animals etc.
Each year, there is a different theme for the Season of Creation, so the visual elements should incorporate images related to that central theme. 
SYMBOLS
Suitable symbols for the day are:
Green shoots/stump of Jesse
The Bible with the World resting on it

A globe in Jesus’ hands
CHILDREN
CHILDREN’S ADDRESS  

Bring in an assortment of plush toy animals. Give each child a toy to hold and ask them how their creature might praise God.
Explain that all of creation praises God – animals can praise God by doing what God created them to do.
God created each one of us to love him and each other. He gave people the job of caring for everything he made.
We praise God that he made us, and that he has saved us by sending Jesus to live and die for our sins.
We love God when we enjoy and protect his creation. We praise God in Church (with songs, prayers and readings), we praise God at home (table grace, prayers), and we praise God in our daily lives (talking about God, caring for people and the earth).

Finish with a song such as the butterfly song (AT 66 If I were a butterfly) OR AT 87 Walking down the road.

LCA Worship Resources - Minor festivals and other days

