Prayer of the Church – Pentecost 17C (Proper 19)

Like a Shepherd, God guides his people. Let us pray for all who have lost their way, that they may find their way home.

Almighty Father, thank you for sending your Son to seek and save the lost.  Keep on finding us and all your people through daily repentance and renewal in Jesus' name.  Send us gladly out in search of the lost and straying in our congregation and community, our families and neighbourhoods, our city and country.

For all who are lost:
hear our prayer, O Lord.
Almighty God, send out your word of truth in search of those who blaspheme your name and who persecute the flock of Christ. Protect and comfort those who have suffered loss in your name, and build our faith in your triumph over every evil.  

For all who are lost:
hear our prayer, O Lord.
Thank you, Lord, for the Lutheran Church of Australia.  Whatever is true and right among us, strengthen and confirm.  And whatever is corrupt and in error, purify and reform.  Send us pastors to search for us with proper preaching of your word and administration of your sacraments. 

For all who are lost:
hear our prayer, O Lord.
Give grace and wisdom to Bishop (insert name), District Bishop (insert name), and to all our national church councils, boards and commissions.  Uphold all the staff that serve in our national and district offices.  Send us your Spirit to seek and save the lost through the work we do together as a synod.

For all who are lost:
hear our prayer, O Lord.
Have mercy, Lord, on those who are lost to healthy life - the homeless, the addicted, the unemployed, the illiterate, the rejected and the sick.  Send out ministering servants to search for them and to help them back. And send the healing and peace of Christ to those we know personally to be in want and whom we now name silently in our hearts...(brief silence)

For all who are lost:
hear our prayer, O Lord.
Have mercy too, Lord, on the earth which sustains us and the homes which shelter us.  Bless the earth with stable weather and fruitful productivity.  And bless every home with sufficient income and loving, loyal companionship.  Send out skilled workers and caring homemakers to serve you in their daily lives.

For all who are lost:
hear our prayer, O Lord.
Heavenly Father, the angels in heaven rejoice when even one person ceases to stray from your will and returns to your way. Hear our prayers, and bring all your people to their heavenly home, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
