
by Nigel Grivell

WINTER 2022NEWS FROM FINKE RIVER MISSION OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA

In May, members of the Lutheran Mission 
Development Board visited Lutheran 

communities in the Centre, including Areyonga 
for Sunday worship. (The writer of this story, 

Nigel Grivell, is wearing a blue golf shirt.)

BIG COUNTRY,
BIG MISSION
In May I travelled to Central 

Australia as part of a 
group of volunteer board 

members that support the 
work of Finke River Mission.

As I am a relative newbie, this 
was an invaluable opportunity 
to visit and learn more about the 
work of Finke River Mission.

 A highlight of the whirlwind tour 
was Sunday morning worship 
with the Areyonga community, 
about 220 kilometres west of Alice 
Springs. Even though the service 
was conducted mainly in the local 
language, Pitjantjatjara, the message 
was quite clear. The experience was 
made even more special with the 
amazing singing and a baptism.

I was also delighted to visit 
Yirara College, where I gained an 
appreciation of the challenges of 
education when most students 
come from very remote Indigenous 
communities. I witnessed the 
many benefits the school provides, 
including the teaching and spreading 
of the Christian message.

At the Mission Block in Alice 
Springs, we met with some 
passionate, dedicated people who 
are working to ensure the archives 
are preserved and the history of 
Lutheran mission workers in the 
region is accurately recorded.

A visit later that day to Hermannsburg 
and the Historical Precinct there 
added further relevance to what we 
are contributing to. It was fascinating 
to learn more about the history of 
the area and the important role of 
the early Lutheran missionaries 
in spreading the word while 
preserving language and culture.

The trip provided great insight 
into the work of FRM, including 
the commitment and energy of the 
dedicated pastors, support workers, 
other staff and volunteers who 
support the many people in the 
remote areas of Australia.  The visit 
highlighted how crucial this work is 
and the immediate opportunity to 
provide additional pastoral resources 
to assist with spreading God’s word.

Nigel Grivell is a member of the Lutheran 
Mission Development Fund Board.
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by Barbara Smith

HOW DO YOU FEEL WHEN YOU RECONNECT 
WITH FAMILY AFTER 40 YEARS?

FAMILY

My husband Ashley and 
I lived and worked at 
Hermannsburg in the 

1970s. Ashley did maintenance 
work and helped to build the 
newly established homelands 
(then called outstations), and 
I was the teacher at Kuprilya 
homeland. We were accepted 
into the Western Arrarnta, 
family, the Rataras. The children 
I taught were ‘my children’, 
‘my nieces’, ‘my nephews’. 

In 2019 we returned to 
Hermannsburg in order to 
reconnect with the Rataras. We 
felt overwhelmed when we were 
greeted with love and respect by 
Conrad, Fay (married to Pastor 
Rodney Malbunka), Byron and 
Voight and their families. Then, 
in August and September last 
year, we spent five weeks living at 
Hermannsburg. Ashley’s cousin 
Dave and his wife, Judith Atze, 
joined us for four weeks.

We spent time with our Ratara 
families. Conrad and his wife 
Noelene took us to their homeland, 
Palm Valley, where we spent the 
night. He is the Traditional Owner 
of Palm Valley and Palm Paddock. 
Fay and Pastor Rodney took us to 
Kuprilya homeland, where I saw my 
‘old’ school. We relived many happy 
memories at Kuprilya Springs, of the 
annual thanksgiving celebrations 
in October for the water being 
piped to Hermannsburg from 1935.

During our five weeks at 
Hermannsburg, Ashley and Dave 

did maintenance work on the 
manse and church, as well as 
the Cultural Centre (formerly 
the Carl Strehlow Memorial 
Hospital), preparing it to be used 
for meetings, research and Western 
Arrarnta language and cultural 
programs. Judith and I spent our 
days digitising and cataloguing 
photographs of people, the early 
days of Hermannsburg, and plants. 
The local people researchers and 
tourists will now be able to access 
records of Hermannsburg’s history.

We felt blessed to be so 
welcomed and accepted by 
the Western Arrarnta people, 
especially our families, David 
and Lily Roennfeldt and Pastor 
Neville and Heather Doecke. 

There were many special times of 
sharing meals and outings with 

our Ratara family. We felt humbled 
when Veronica Rubutja, who lives 
at Wallace Rockhole, showed me 
a photo of her confirmation in 
1977. She has kept this photo for 
44 years! We were so touched, 
and we thanked our Lord Jesus 
Christ for Veronica’s faith. 

It was an emotional farewell when 
we left Hermannsburg, as we were 
saying goodbye to our special and 
beautiful families who have never 
forgotten us. If it is our Lord’s will, 
we will return to do voluntary work 
and to be with our Ratara family 
and their extended families. 

Barbara and Ashley Smith are 
members of Olivet Lutheran 
Church, Penola, South Australia.

Above: 2021, a family reconnected 
(left to right): Ashley Smith, Pastor 

Rodney Malbunka, Fay Ratara, 
Barbara Smith (holding Jena)

Confirmation day, 
Hermannsburg, 1977. 

Left: (left to right): Conrad Ratara, 
Barbara Smith, Robert Rubuntja

Below: (left to right): Veronica Rubutja, 
Barbara Smith, Fay Ratara
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by Paul Traeger

by Michael Jacobsen

REMEMBERING LINDSAY CORBY

REMEMBERING PANGARTA (CASEY) NELSON

PILLAR OF CHURCH & COMMUNITY

A FAITHFUL 
LUTHERAN WITNESS

Lindsay Tjapaltjarri Corby 
was born on 1 May 1954 at 
Haast’s Bluff and ordained as 
a Lutheran pastor on 22 June 
2008. He passed away on 4 
February 2022 at Kintore. 

He was a custodian and strong 
upholder of Aboriginal law, 
concerned for its continuation 
into the next generation.

He was also strong on the word 
of God and was unflinching in his 
concern for the church. So, for 
instance, confirmation teaching 
was a big thing for him. He 
appreciated the stories of Jesus and 
the New Testament epistles. It was 

in hearing these stories 

Casey Nelson was a faithful 
Lutheran. He died on 
21 December, after a 

serious heart condition. His 
funeral took place on 4 March 
at Arlparra. He was buried next 
to his older brother Ronny in 
the bush cemetery at Soakage 
Bore, where Casey had lived 
before settling in Arlparra.

Pangarta (Casey’s skin name) 
Nelson was born on 1 July 1962 at 
Ti Tree Roadhouse (Anmatyerr 
country). After attending school 
for five years, he started working 
as a stockman. He proudly told 
me about this exciting time, when 
he cared for livestock and treated 
their injuries and illnesses. 

He was ordained by LCA President 
Mike Semmler on 1 October 2000. 
For a number of years he served 
among Anmatyerr-speaking people 
at Ti Tree, some 250 kilometres 
north of Alice Springs. Then he 
moved to Alice Springs, helping 
pastors Norman Wurst and Basil 

that he had become a convinced 
believer. Overall he was a tireless 
worker and motivator of people, 
and a man of strong principles.

The last time he took holy 
communion was at his home, 
one month before his death. At 
that time the local FRM field 
worker spoke on John 1:5 (‘The 
Light shines in the darkness’), 
about how Christ has conquered 
all dark powers, even though 
we rarely see it clearly. We 
need to take God at his word.

Lindsay’s funeral was held at 
Kintore on 27 May. The booklet 
handed out at his funeral summed 
up much of his life well: ‘Kintore 
is the place it is today because of 
all his hard work and leadership. 
Kumanjayi loved and cared about 
Kintore and everyone who lived 

here and committed his life 
to building a strong and 

successful community.’

Pastor Paul Traeger is 
FRM Support Worker 

for the Pintupi–Luritja 
language area.

Schild with a team of Aboriginal 
pastors and evangelists ministering 
in the language of the people 
living in the town camps. 

Casey’s pastoral ministry ended 
in 2016. He moved to Arlparra on 
the Sandover River, 270 kilometres 
northeast of Alice Springs, where 
he served as a church worker. 

Casey always emphasised the 
Lutheran faith. He distinguished 
himself clearly from other faiths. 
With a watchful eye he made 
sure that young people who 
were about to be confirmed were 
properly trained and prepared. As 
a devoted Lutheran and faithful 
witness to his Lord, Casey’s death 
leaves a gap. The congregations 
in the Urapuntja region now 
have to find a good successor. 

We ask God that Casey may now 
see what he has always believed.

Michael Jacobsen is FRM Support 
Pastor in the Alyawarr / Eastern 
Arrernte Language Area.

Casey Nelson (closest to camera) was a faithful 
and active participant in FRM bush courses.

Extended obituaries for Pastor Casey and Pastor Lindsay are on the FRM website finkerivermission.lca.org.au

Lindsay Corby is remembered as a custodian 
of Aboriginal law and a pastor of the gospel.
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by Angela Laing

RETIRED 
FROM WORK, 
NOT FROM LIFE
My husband Duncan and 

I first visited the Red 
Centre a few years ago. 

Unknowingly, that’s when the 
seed was sown that grew into our 
current work at Hermannsburg. 

We had thought that maybe we 
could help out in some way in 
Hermannsburg in 2023 but when we 
heard that the Historical Precinct’s 
Tea Rooms could not open this 
year because of lack of staff, we 
‘put our hands up’. Our skills, we 
believe, make us a good fit for the 
position of managers. Duncan has 
a background in IT and retail, and 
I have experience in hospitality 
and administration. Earlier this 
year, I had relinquished my church 
commitments, not knowing that 
I’d be leaving. God’s timing! 

As I write this article, we have been 
open for four weeks, and we can 
see that the tourist season is yet 
to reach its peak. Our bodies have 
adjusted to the busy days and we 
have gradually implemented more 
streamlined processes. There are 
many challenges. What to do when 
stock is not delivered? How much 
food do we prepare, not knowing 
the number of customers? How 
much strudel do we make? Will the 

weather cause people not to come? 
(Even though it rained last week, we 
had a busy day.) How long are we 
able to chat to the chatty tourist? 

We are helped by Jayne Pfeiffer, 
a very competent, cheerful and 
reliable volunteer. Today we are 
providing lunch for 75 members of 
the Victorian 4WD Variety Bash.

The newly spruced precinct has a 
veggie garden, and we endeavour 
to use its produce: mini capsicums 
and tomatoes, and basil for pesto. 
Curry leaves, lemongrass, chillis and 
herbs are often picked by the locals, 
and we encourage the tourists to 
do the same. We decorate tables 
with vases of basil and rosemary.

Duncan is a keen mountain-
biker and is looking forward to 
discovering new tracks which do 
not impinge on the Indigenous 
sacred land or gas-mining company 
leases. He also hopes to increase 
the kilometres on his newish Isuzu 
MUX by exploring local tracks. 

We are not missing the wet and 
cold of the Adelaide Hills but 
are appreciating the cold, crisp 
mornings and sunny days. Great 
clothes-drying weather! The 

night silence, other than the odd 
fighting cat, does wonders for 
sleep. Sunsets and sunrises are 
spectacular sights, particularly 
when it appears that rockmelon has 
been smeared across the horizon.

I attended a funeral recently 
where the service was conducted 
in the local language of Arrarnta. 
We are gradually getting to 
know the locals and I could 
certainly do with a good pinch 
of their relaxed attitude to life.  

The Jeremiah 29:11 text has popped 
up in my social media quite a bit 
over the last months and is proving 
to be so true for us: “I know the 
plans I have for you”, declares 
the Lord, “plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to 
give you a hope and future”.

Angela Laing is a member of the 
Grace Lutheran community at 
Bridgewater, South Australia.
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by Chris Pfeiffer

I had served for a number of years on the 
FRM Board and had made many visits to 
the communities in the Centre. Now it 

was time for my wife Jayne and I to spend 
some time helping Finke River Mission in 
other ways, doing whatever was required. 
We made a three-month commitment 
to live and work at Hermannsburg.

Our fellow volunteers were Alan and Sue 
Waterson (Horsfield Bay, NSW) and Graeme 
and Jill Obst (Mackay, Queensland). Both 
couples are travelling around Australia 
in their caravans. As non-caravaners, 
Jayne and I are housed in brand new 
accommodation in the ‘Old Manse’, 
with all the modern conveniences. 

Alan and Sue stayed for a month, and Graeme 
and Jill for a week. Retired farmers, they 
could fix and make anything. Meanwhile, 
Jayne and I dug out weeds and helped 
clean up around the Historical Precinct, 
which had been closed for six months due 
to the summer heat and COVID. It was 
great to be able to meet other Lutherans 
and offer our services, while enjoying the 
scenery and meeting some of the locals.

Jayne volunteers in the Tea Rooms five days 
a week, serving the famous streudel and 
scones that people talk about from Perth to 
Cairns. I have resumed my old ‘retail hat’ 
and am helping long-term FRM employee 
Rod Matuschka as he sells artwork by the 

local Indigenous people and receives entry 
fees. Every day we spend time talking with 
the artists who sell their work and we 
meet the visitors (up to 140 a day). Once 
I have learnt the complexity of the cash 
register, I will relieve Rod on his days off 
and over lunch. The remainder of my day 
will be gardening and maintenance.

Sundays are special. We attend Bethlehem 
Church, singing in Arrarnta and listening to 
Pastor Rodney Malbunka and Pastor Marcus 
Wheeler as they read in their own language.

While here I experienced a serious medical 
issue and was pleased that the local clinic 
was able to offer professional care before 
sending me down to Adelaide for surgery. 
Three days later I was back, thanks to the 
care of the medical staff at the clinic, only 
100 metres from the Historical Precinct.

Being out here with no television has 
brought us closer together, at the same time 
providing us with a valuable experience. We 
absolutely recommend to retirees like us to 
take the plunge and volunteer for a week or 
for some months. As for Jayne and me, we’ll 
be back for another three months next year!

Chris Pfeiffer spent most of his working 
life with Lutheran Publishing House / 
Openbook Publishers, retiring as General 
Manager in 2016. He was a member 
of the FRM Board for eight years.

THE JOY OF 
VOLUNTEERING

Left: Angela and Jayne baking another 
famous Tea Rooms strudel

Above: Hungry guests arrive at the 
Historical Precinct Tea Rooms

Right: Retirees serving God and his people at 
Hermannsburg (left to right): Angela Laing, 
Chris Pfeiffer, Duncan Laing, Jayne Pfeiffer
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by Michael Jacobsen

NEW CHURCH 
OPENS AT 
INGKWELAY

Three years ago, a new bush 
church was dedicated 
at the small community 

of Engawala, 150 kilometres 
northeast of Alice Springs. Now, 
on 29 May, another bush church 
was opened, at a family outstation 
on Utopia freehold lease Ngkwelay 
(Ingkwelay), also known as 
Kurrajong Bore. 

Kurrajong Bore belongs to one of 
the 16 outstations of Urapuntja 
Council Aboriginal Corporation. 
This is the administrative body 
responsible for service delivery 
to the Anmatyerre- and Alyawarr-
speaking people who live on this 
land. To reach Ngkwelay one has 
to drive 10 kilometres north from 
Arlparra and cross the riverbed 
of the Sandover on dirt road. 
In dry conditions the trip from 
Alice Springs to Ngkwelay (270 
kilometres) takes approximately 3.5 
hours. 

In the small community of 
Ngkwelay, Aboriginal families 
live in nine houses provided and 
maintained by the government. The 
residents speak mostly Alyawarr and 
Anmatyerr. They are deeply rooted 
in Christian faith and the Lutheran 
church. 

With financial support and building 
materials from the Regional 

Council, the residents built their 
new bush church by themselves. 
Children, along with young adult 
men and women worked together 
to complete the simple place of 
worship within a few months. Only 
the side of the altar is protected 
from the wind with corrugated iron; 
otherwise the bush church is open 
on the sides. 

The celebrations on the opening day 
started off well. Fully loaded cars, 
which had travelled to the church 
opening from surrounding areas, 
drove into the community one 
after another. In quiet reverence 
we marched three times around 
the area. Then the church plaque, 
covered with a bright blue cloth, 
was unveiled. The text Acts 2:42 
is written on the signboard in 
Alyawarr, and the sermon was based 
on this verse. 

Clayton Hunter, who seeks to 
become a Christian leader and 
eventually a minister, assisted me 
with readings and holy communion. 
Since Clayton speaks both Alyawarr 
and Anmatyerr, he translated 
with David Moore, who travelled 
from Alice Springs for the special 
occasion. 

In the way that Alyawarr Aboriginal 
people do, Clayton introduced two 
committed men who are willing to 
lead their community spiritually 
from now on and continue their 
training. 

This day was a blessing to everyone 
who was able to attend.

Michael Jacobsen is FRM Support 
Pastor in the Alyawarr / Eastern 
Arrernte Language Area.

An exciting day: FRM Support 
Pastor Michael Jacobsen and 
Clayton Hunter after the 
unveiling of the plaque.
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COMMEMORATING 
STREHLOW

Finke River Mission is 
arranging commemorative 
activities in Central 

Australia this year to mark 
the centenary of the death 
of Lutheran missionary 
Carl Strehlow.

Pastor Strehlow, who died on 
20 October 1922 at Horseshoe 
Bend Station on the Finke River, 
aged 50, is best remembered for his 
28-year service among the Western 
Arrarnta people at Hermannsburg 
(Ntaria). His legacy includes 
extensive Bible translation work and 
research, as well as writings on First 
Nations languages and cultures.

Most of the 100th-anniversary 
events will be held from 24 to 31 July 
at Hermannsburg, 125 kilometres 
southwest of Alice Springs.

FRM Ministry Support Worker 
Pastor Neville Doecke says the key 
focus of the events will be on ‘giving 
praise and thanks to God’ for Carl 
Strehlow’s outstanding service, 
as well as that of his wife Frieda. 
‘In addition, nothing could have 
been achieved without the support 
of the many Western Arrarnta 
Aboriginal people who dearly loved 

Carl Strehlow 
was born on 
23 December 

1871 in Fredersdorf, in 
northern Germany. His 
early education was 
at his schoolteacher 
father’s Lutheran 
school. He entered the 
Lutheran seminary 
at Neuendettelsau in 
Germany’s south in 1888. 

Pastor Strehlow graduated 
in 1891 and the following 
year was sent to Australia. 
His first posting was to the 
Bethesda Mission at South 
Australia’s Lake Eyre, 
where he learnt to speak 
the local Diyari language 
within six months.By 
the end of 1894, with the 
assistance of Rev J G 
Reuther, he had translated 

WHO WAS STREHLOW?

and worked tirelessly with Carl 
and Frieda’, Pastor Neville says.

More details are available at http://
finkerivermission.lca.org.au/events/

the New Testament into Diyari.

In October 1894, Missionary 
Strehlow was transferred to 
Hermannsburg. He ran the mission 
also as a cattle and sheep station 
and provided pastoral care for 
more than 100 Aboriginal people. 
His soon-to-be wife Frieda Keysser 
joined Carl from Germany in 
1895. They had six children and 
her service among the community 
members at Hermannsburg is 
fondly remembered by their 
descendants and recounted in the 
book, The Tale of Frieda Keysser. 
Carl began the translation of the 
New Testament into Arrarnta 
with Moses Tjalkabota, Nathaniel 
Rauwirarka and Jacobus in 
1913, completing it in 1919.

For more information, see 
https://hermannsburg.com.
au/stories/carl-strehlow

Photo: The selfless service of Carl and 
Frieda Strehlow among the Western 

Arrarnta people is fondly remembered to 
this day (P02615 05034A_U, Photographic 

collection, Lutheran Archives)

COMMEMORATIVE 
PROGRAM OF EVENTS

Anniversary100th

SUN 24 JULY, 11AM 
Worship service at Hermannsburg; 
followed by lunch.

MON 25 TO FRI 29 JULY 
Walk down Finke Gorge to Running 
Waters. The full walk is 70 kilometres, 
but shorter walks are possible. 

SUN 31 JULY, 11AM 
Memorial service at Strehlow’s 
grave at Horseshoe Bend Station.

For more information and to register, 
contact Pastor Neville Doecke 
(0498 583 808 or doecke.nh@gmail.com) 
or David Hewitt (0439 803 685 or 
dmhewitt@ozemail.com.au).
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In November 2021, the Ntaria Choir set off for 
the Barossa Valley to showcase their multilingual 
choral artistry beyond the doors of Central 

Australia for the first time since the pandemic 
began. The performance was held at the Tanunda 
Soldiers Memorial Hall to a sold-out audience.

The Ntaria Choir is one of six Pitjantjatjara 
community choirs that have come together to form 
the Central Australian Aboriginal Women’s Choir. 
The choir has made headlines before, notably with 
the 2018 Song Keepers documentary. The choir has 
gone from singing in Lutheran churches at Ntaria 
(Hermannsburg), Utju (Areyonga) and Kaltukatjara 
(Docker River) in the Northern Territory to concert 
halls and churches in Europe and a tour to the US 
(pre-pandemic) and has won multiple awards.

Ntaria, where the eight-member choir comes from, 
was named Hermannsburg by early German Lutheran 
missionaries Kempe and Schwarz in 1877 after they 
travelled there from Bethany in South Australia. 
They taught the people their hymns, which were 
translated from German to Western Arrarnta.

Just as early German missionaries travelled north 
from Bethany to Ntaria, so the Ntaria Choir set 
off, this time, southward-bound to the Barossa 
Valley to share their gifts of music and language.

Tax-deductible donations of $2 or above  
can be made as follows:

Online: finkerivermission.lca.org.au

  Mail Cheque  Credit Card details:   Visa   Mastercard 
Card number______________________________________________ Expiry _____ / _____ CCV _______

Name _________________________________ Name on card ___________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________________

Email address ___________________________________________________________________________

Phone____________________________________ Mobile ________________________________________

Signed _________________________________________________________ Amount $_______________

Send your donations to: FRM, PO Box 2129 Alice Springs NT 0871. For regular donations please phone FRM 
on 08 8952 4666 (Alice Springs) or send an email to admin@finkerivermission.org.au

Christ in the Centre team

Wayne Beven 
Story collation 
wayne.b@finkerivermission.org.au

Linda Macqueen 
Editing  
linda.macqueen@lca.org.au 

Casey Heinzel 
Design 
casey.heinzel@gmail.com

They are asking for more Christian teaching and training, resources in their own language, equipment to run 
singalongs, and personal support than we have the capacity to give. We need your help!

Our Indigenous leaders in Central Australia desire the skills, resources, 
support and opportunities to serve their growing congregations.

All information is kept strictly confidential in accordance with the LCA Privacy Policy and is used only to inform you of the work of Finke River Mission.

PLEASE NOTE: 
Your donation 

cannot be 
processed without 

these numbers

WINTER 2022NEWS FROM FINKE RIVER MISSION OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA

FOR YOUR PRAYERS

WE NEED 
YOUR HELP

Pray for
• capable young men 

and women to become 
strong, responsible and 
trained Christian leaders

• those working on the 
Alyawarr songbook, 
which is being extended 
with parts of the liturgy

• a pastor for the 
Alice Springs 
Lutheran Church 

• someone to hear the call 
to minister in the Town 
Camps of Alice Springs

• someone to take up 
the role as Aboriginal 
Women support worker

Praise God for 
• Nungalinya College 

and the training it is 
providing for our church 
leaders and other 
Aboriginal Christians

• Paul and Anne Eckert, 
ITECA and SIL for 
running another 
introduction to Bible 
translation workshop 
in Alice Springs

• safety for Aboriginal 
people, pastors and 
pastoral support 
workers who regularly 
travel great distances

• the 100-year 
commemoration 
of Missionary 
Strehlow’s death at 
Horseshoe Bend   

• God’s guidance and 
protection of remote 
communities from 
the curse of alcohol 
once restrictions are 
lifted in the Northern 
Territory from 1 July.

• Past mission pastors, 
including Carl Strehlow, 
and the example of love 
and devoted service 
they provide for us.

• Volunteers: their 
commitment, time, 
love, fellowship and 
walking together

FROM DESERT 
TO VALLEY
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