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FRONT COVER PHOTO

Chairperson Alan Lines (left), Pastor Matthew 
Edgecomb, Bonnie Edgecomb and Tanya Mikhail 
at Pastor Matthew’s installation at Strathalbyn in 
February. Photo: supplied.
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MEET THE NEW 
TOGETHER EDITOR

Hello and welcome 
to the first edition of 
Together for 2019!
This edition also happens to be my 
final magazine as editor and what a 
blessing it has been to serve in this 
role for the last three years. 

When I began working at the SA-NT 
District Office, I had no idea what 
lay ahead of me. But it has been a 
fantastic experience and one that has 
brought me closer to the Church and 
to God. 

God is making plans for us long 
before we know it. When I saw this job 
advertised three years ago, it stood 
out in lights. There was a voice telling 
me it was something I could do and 
enjoy. There are many aspects that I 
will certainly miss.  

But like ‘they’ say, nothing lasts 
forever. At the end of last year, I 
was presented with an opportunity 

to increase my responsibilities at 
Lutheran Community Care, where I 
have also been working the last few 
years. 

In a nutshell, I am now working at 
LCC four days a week, but have been 
able to continue working on the 
District’s online communications one 
day a week. I’m glad. There’s some 
wonderful people working in the 
District Office. 

I am confident that our new editor 
Bethany, who you will meet on page 
10, will continue to keep the magazine 
fresh and contemporary, and provide 
you with some great stories.

Finally, I hope you enjoy reading the 
magazine on this new print. This was 
something I’d been working on last 
year and we have been able to cut 
costs by mailing and printing with the 
same company. 

Blessings to you all and I hope I 
continue to hear from many of you in 
the years to come.

EDITORIAL
Amelia Dawkins 
Together Editor & SA-NT 
Communications Officer

Basket Range sandstone has been 
used extensively throughout South 
Australia for over 100 years and our 
quarry continues to produce a wide 
range of traditional finishes, in both 
solid block and veneer/cladding. 
Whether you require sandstone to restore your church 
or property to its former glory, or would like an addition  
to match your building or garden, please contact us. 

For more photos and information, please visit our website.

 262 Basket Range Road, Basket Range SA

 (08) 8390 3420

 sales@basketrangesandstone.com.au 

 www.basketrangesandstone.com.au
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A WORD 
FROM YOUR 
BISHOP…

TRUST
By Pastor David Altus 
Bishop, SA-NT District, Lutheran Church of Australia

So much of life in the world involves trust. 

Sometimes we give it automatically, sometimes warily, 
sometimes never in a million years and sometimes we get 
burnt.  

Trust isn’t easily given or regained. Someone who has 
studied ‘trust’ for three decades wrote recently that not 
only in Australia, but also worldwide, trust is at a low ebb. 
We could probably have worked that out for ourselves…

Not only are we suspicious of whether we can trust people 
standing in front of us, online we can’t be sure that what we 
are reading and seeing is real either. 

Today I was offered money if I take an earlier flight next 
week. I was going to ‘bin it’, but discovered it was legitimate. 
On the other hand the prize I thought I had won the other 
day from someone presenting as Woolies was not real. Who 
and what can I trust in my inbox each day?

We have steadily lost trust in entire institutions - politics, 
banks, churches (including our own) and more recently the 
hospital system, some aged care providers and even our 
national cricket team. In marriage many are not sure if they 
can trust their partner for all sorts of reasons. 

At the same time that we look to our institutions and their 
leadership to step up and save us in some way, we also trust 
them less and less. We will soon be asked again to trust 
someone with running the country.

Life in the Church is built on trust. It involves trusting God 
individually and together. God comes to us in the person of 
Jesus Christ, risking and giving us his everything. He makes 
himself vulnerable to us, he promises and gives us himself, 
forgiveness, and heaven itself, and he trusts that we will 
respond to him with thanks and the trust in him that we call 
faith.  

Our life together as his church is based on our common 
trust in Christ. As we express that life together, we also need 
to trust each other in all sorts of ways too, and sooner or 
later, we are going to be let down, because unlike God, we 
default to self-centredness. 

That can lead to mistrust, distrust and distance. It can lead 
to guessing and second guessing each other’s motives and 
those of our leaders. It can lead to disconnect between us 
and tragically even a distrust of and disbelief in God himself. 
“If that’s what his church is like…”

All the institutions listed above are trying to regain and 
rebuild trust. As for the Church, we are not interested in 
being trusted as an institution for our own sake, but trusted 
so that we don’t discredit the faith we give witness to, 
trusted so the Gospel gets a hearing rather than automatic 
rejection. 

So I encourage you to think about and discover in the New 
Testament the things that flesh out and give witness to the 
God who can be trusted. 

I encourage you to attend to misunderstandings and 
offence between you quickly and in godly ways, so that 
it doesn’t lead to disconnect.  I encourage you to work 
together to ensure your congregations are a safe place for 
all as a witness to the community of the God, whose word 
can be trusted and whose presence is a safe place to be. 
Work at responsibly building and regaining trust where it 
has been betrayed. 

Above all, I encourage you to trust God together – with the 
future of his church, for your life together in it, with what 
goes wrong between you, with your families, with our 
nation and his world, and with your ultimate salvation. 

I encourage you not to live in fear and mistrust, but to 
trust Christ’s unfailing love together and to demonstrate to 
each other that the Church is a safe place where we can be 
honest and vulnerable to each other. 

It seems to me that we are going to need to trust God more 
than ever in the way ahead for the LCA and to trust each 
other as well. 

May God help us to give each other good reason to do just 
that.

‘I trust in God’s unfailing love forever and ever’  
– Psalm 52:8 

From the Bishop’s notebook…

DISTRICT ANNOUNCEMENTS

Welcome

We welcome Pastor Damien Martin, 
his wife Tamara and their family, 
Pastor Tony Traeger and Pastor 
Matthew Edgecombe, Bonnie and Isla 
to the SA-NT District. We pray that you 
will feel at home on the life of God’s 
church here and in the communities 
where he has called you to serve.

Retirements

Thank God for the service of Pastor 
David Buck (Barmera) who retired 
on February 3 and Pastor Wing Tso 
(St Stephens Chinese) who will retire 
in April. We also thank God for the 
witness and support of Veronica and 
Sau. God bless you all in the next 
phase of life.

Sympathy

We extend our sympathy to the 
families of Pastor Les Auricht, Pastor 
John Mattiske and Reta Henschke 
who died recently. The Lord be with 
you and comfort you as only he can.

Ministry workers 

Pray regularly for God to provide the 
ministry workers needed in the life 
of his church. We especially need 
pastors where the opportunity for 
ministry among Aboriginal people 
exists at Ceduna, Central Australia 
and Ferryden Park. 

Aged care and community care 
ministries

Leaders of our aged care and 
community care ministries will be 
meeting with others around the LCA 

in Brisbane in early April. We have 
been intentionally following up the 
governance review over the past 18 
months, making good early progress. 
This year’s gathering will in part focus 
on ministry and chaplains and they 
have been invited. 

Since last year’s gathering, many 
steps have been taken by the 
LCA, including the development 
of resources for staff to introduce 
them to the faith that motivates 
our ministries in these areas. The 
longer-term best governance for our 
ministries and facilities in SA will be 
an ongoing conversation. Our aged 
care providers have been preparing 
diligently for the Royal Commission.

Growing Young Conference

I was heartened by the presence of 
around 200 people at the Growing 
Young event. It said to me that many 
have a heart for engaging with young 
people in the life of the church and 
want to take active steps to listen, 
learn and work with them. 

Cross-cultural ministry

I attended a cross-cultural ministry 
conference of the LCA in Melbourne 
in March. Aboriginal, Asian, African, 
Indonesian, deaf community and 
other ministries were represented 
from our District. It was a wonderful 
opportunity to learn from each other 
and grow together.

Janine Lenigas

Janine Lenigas, who was CEO of 
Lutheran Disability Services, has 
resigned to take up a role with Baptist 

Care SA. Janine served for 11 years in 
this role with a heart for people with 
disabilities and their families. 

At her farewell were many clients and 
their families, a sign of her connection 
with them and the esteem in which 
she has been held. Janine had a 
passion for ensuring LDS maintained 
its commitment to providing Christian 
care and ministry through the 
residential service provided.

Changes to legislation 

LCA Bishop John Henderson and 
I wrote to members of parliament 
in SA with respect to the proposed 
changes to the abortion legislation 
in our state, as I am sure many of you 
did. Leaders of Christian churches in 
SA are beginning a different kind of 
engagement with state politicians 
with focussed conversation by a 
small group on upcoming legislation. 
Please pray for that emerging 
opportunity.

Pastors Conference

I look forward to seeing pastors at 
the conference in Gawler and others 
at the one-day Synod in Salisbury in 
May.

Sponsors welcome!

Some of us in the District Office, 
including Pastor Stephen Schultz, 
Michelle Storie, Amelia Dawkins and 
myself will be walking the 26km as 
part of Australian Lutheran World 
Service’s Walk My Way on April 13. 
Sponsors to help us over the line are 
welcome! www.walkmyway.org.au/
fundraisers

PASTOR INSTALLATIONS
Jason Sander at Loxton on January 20

Peter Ziersch at Keyneton-Eden Valley-Springton on 
January 20

Matthew Edgecombe at Strathalbyn on February 3

Damien Martin in the Barossa North Parish on February 24

Tony Traeger in the Mallee Parish on March 10

PASTORAL VACANCIES 
Alice Springs Congregation, Ceduna, Central Eyre Peninsula, 
Good Shepherd College Darwin, Light  (Freeling-Kapunda), 
Ferryden Park, Finke River Mission Support Worker Central 
Australia, Goolwa, Hampstead, Endeavour College Mawson 
Lakes, Mid North Ministries, Unity College Murray Bridge, 
Holy Cross Murray Bridge, Renmark-Paringa, Riverview 
Loxton, Underdale-Glandore, Whyalla
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DISTRICT NEWSDISTRICT NEWS

CAFÉ 
CONNECT: 
A Golden 
Opportunity
By Bethany Slaughter

The next time you’re in Golden Grove and in need of a 
morning cuppa, think about swinging by Café Connect.

Golden Grove Lutheran Church’s new ministry café, which 
opened in January, is already filling its light, glassy interior 
with fellowship, and brimming with conversation, keeping 
Pastor Greg Fowler and the team of volunteers busy behind 
the coffee machine.

“I thought there would be a bit of momentum time, maybe 
a month, maybe a term, before we really got some energy. 
What we’re finding is that people from the school in 
particular, and others, are using this space. They’re adopting 
it already as their own,” Pastor Greg said.

“The surprise is not that they’ve adopted it, it’s the speed at 
which they’ve adopted it,” Chairperson Jon Schutz agreed. 
“On our first day, we couldn’t get everybody in.”

Café Connect was funded through the SA-NT District’s 
Mission Stimulus Grant, of which GGLC were awarded the 
full $25,000 in 2017. 

With Golden Grove Lutheran School located next door, 
the ability to genuinely connect with the school families 
and local foot traffic is something Pastor Greg aptly calls a 
“golden opportunity”. 

“We can always try and wave them down on the street after 
they’ve dropped their kids…we tried that. That was quite 
inauthentic and people felt a little uncomfortable,” he said.

Like any major church renovation project, the support from 
congregation members, both practical and financial, was 
critical. Church member Ivan Schmocker (Ivan Schmocker 
Constructions) was the main contractor, while several 
members volunteered their time and money. 

INVESTING IN COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
By Bethany Slaughter

‘Connect Events’ have allowed Our Saviour Lutheran 
Church to meaningfully engage with the local community in 
Aberfoyle Park for over seven years.

These events form the first part of OSLC’s Connect, 
Celebrate and Commit cycle, and are designed to reach out 
in a way that “Jesus’ name isn’t mentioned, but we act in 
such a sacrificial way that people will think they’ve been 
our friends for years,” OSLC Pastor Andy Kowald said.

With the help of the SA-NT District’s Mission Resources 
Grant, OSLC received $6100 in 2018 to invest in a three-
phase cable, deep fryer, gazebos, speakers and face 
painting resources to help stage its biannual Connect 
Events.

“It was just a fantastic thing to have the injection that we 
got, to…establish a resource that can now be relied upon, 
and we’re building on that all the time,” Pastor Andy said.

These items will enable OSLC to fundraise more effectively 
and then put those funds towards other necessary costs, 
rather than re-hiring the same equipment every year.

“It helps us out time-wise, it helps us out financially and 
it establishes a bridge with the (local Lutheran) school,” 
Pastor Andy said.

The purchase of a three-phase cable allows OSLC to link 
the school buildings to the oval and power its sound desk. 
Meanwhile, purchasing a deep fryer means that the church 
can both cater events and fundraise required costs back in 
the future.

These investments also benefit the on-site school, Our 
Saviour Lutheran Primary (who chipped in $3000 to help 
with integrating the cable), who will use the cable to run 
its own events, such as using the deep fryer during winter 
soccer matches.

The first event, held at the beginning of each year on a 
Friday night, is called ‘Eat, Drink and Be Merry’.

“It’s a little bit out there for a Christian church to use a 
title like that, but you know, Jesus was a bit out there 
too,” Pastor Andy said. “There’s professional musicians 
all the way through the evening, often finishing with an 
opportunity for people to dance.”

Their second event, held in the fourth school term, is called 
‘Community Fun Day’ and takes the form of a Sunday 
afternoon barbecue, with music, community-run gazebos 
and stalls.

Further information about Mission Resources Grants and 
an application form is available at www.sant.lca.org.au/
departments/mission/mission-grants/. 

The Mission Stimulus Grant also enabled GGLC to lay down 
new carpeting in the worship centre, build a storeroom and 
new toilets, install signage and create office spaces adjacent 
to the café, ensuring the church doors are always open.

An outdoor play area with a deck and shade sails is yet to be 
completed.

Amidst the buzz of the café opening, Jon imagines the 
congregation would be in a vastly different position had 
they not received the critical funding to make ends meet.

“We’d have an ageing congregation, which ultimately 
means we have no congregation,” he said.

“We need to have those transitions in place, so that, at 
every level, someone’s got the next place to go in their 
spiritual life. I think the café is just a component of that, 
because it’s the constant that works for all ages.”

Applications for 2019 Mission Stimulus 
Grants close on the 9 April 2019. Further 
information and an application form 
is available at www.sant.lca.org.au/
departments/mission/mission-grants/. 

The new Café 
Connect at 
Golden Grove 
Lutheran Church.

The new café has attracted many from Golden Grove Lutheran School and 
in the local community. 

Volunteers have been 
busy making plenty 
of coffees since 
opening in January.

Below: Golden Grove Lutheran Church Chairperson Jon Schutz (left) and 
Pastor Greg Fowler. All photos: Bethany Slaughter.
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DISTRICT NEWS DISTRICT NEWS

The SA-NT District welcomes Graduate Pastor Matthew 
Edgecomb, who was installed at Strathalbyn Lutheran Parish 
on Sunday, February 3. Bethany Slaughter spoke with Pastor 
Matthew to learn a little more about him as he begins his first 
assignment. 

About why he chose to enter ministry…
“I was leading the youth group at my church at the time, 
and my pastor there, he encouraged me to consider 
studying for the ministry. Through those experiences and his 
encouragement, I eventually listened to God and found my 
way to ALC (Australian Lutheran College).”

About receiving the call to Strathalbyn…
“After long discussions with the Bishop and my wife (Bonnie), 
I felt that they’d done a good job of placing us somewhere 
which would work for us and work for the people here 
(Strathalbyn Parish). We felt like God really had his hand on 
this call and we were excited to come here.”

What he’s enjoying most about the Strathalbyn 
Parish…
“I’m enjoying getting to know the people here and getting to 
know how the congregation ticks. I’m also enjoying learning 
about their history and what’s happened here in the past. I’m 
also just enjoying all of the meals and the lovely hospitality, 
and warm welcome that we’ve received.” 

What excites him about the Church…
“I guess it might sound a bit strange, but I’m excited about 
the challenges that we have before us. It gets all doom and 
gloom with the dwindling numbers, ageing church and the 
young adults gap in the church, but there’s still challenges 
there that I think God wants us to meet. I’m also excited about 
the church planting that’s happening and about what God has 
planned for us for the future, and what that might look like.”

About his hobbies outside of the Church…
“I love playing or watching sport. Also, I love getting outdoors 
and travelling. I’m a bit of a superhero movie fan as well…I 
love those Marvel movies.”

And on the subject of sport, Adelaide Crows or 
Port Adelaide?
“Definitely Crows…I love my footy and the people of 
Strathalbyn seem to be mainly Crows supporters too, which 
has been good!”

Above: SA-NT Bishop David Altus led Pastor Matthew’s installation at 
Strathalbyn. 

By Angela Rogers 
District Administrator

CONTRIBUTIONS
God is good! We are blessed. Once again, the SA-NT District 
has been blessed by all of you and the generous contributions 
from congregations and parishes throughout the District. 
We know that some areas have struggled through difficult 
seasons this year, but you continue to give generously to the 
work of the Church. Thank you. Words cannot express our 
appreciation and we give thanks to God for you and your 
generous hearts.

AGMS
As we begin a new calendar and financial year, there are a 
number of tasks that congregational leaders are reminded of. 
Annual General Meetings must be held within five months of 
the end of your financial year, or earlier if your constitution 
stipulates. Please check the constitution for who can vote 
at the meeting, how many voters must attend to achieve a 
quorum and what elections need to take place (particularly 
with regard to standing committees).
After the AGM, the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits 
Commission portal must be updated (www.acnc.gov.au) and, 
if the public officer has changed, Consumer and Business 
Services need to be advised (www.cbs.sa.gov.au). If you have 
any questions about this please contact the District Office.

CONSTITUTIONS
Speaking of constitutions, do you remember when your 
congregation and parish last updated their constitution? 
There have been a number of law changes that must be 
reflected in your constitution. The District Constitution 
Committee has an easy to read model constitution and 
people to help you through this process. It really is not 
difficult. 
If your constitution is over ten years old, it must be 
updated. Please contact the District Office for the model 
constitution.

LAMP 2
As you might be aware, the LCA is transferring to a new LAMP 
database. If you have received a request for information, 
please do complete this form and return it to the Churchwide 
office as soon as possible. In the meantime, the old LAMP 
is still open and is able to accept the statistics for your 
congregation and parish.

MAINTENANCE GRANTS
Late last year, the District Church Council approved over 
$100,000 worth of Building Maintenance Grants. If your 
congregation received a grant, please be reminded that you 
are required to provide feedback on this to the District before 
1 April 2019.

STAFF CHANGES
Lastly, but certainly not the least, the District Office extends 
a warm welcome to Bethany Slaughter, who is our new 
Together magazine editor. Amelia Dawkins is now working 
four days per week with Lutheran Community Care, but is 
continuing to work with the District Office one day a week, 
focusing on electronic communication. If you have a story to 
tell, or an event to advertise, please contact either Amelia or 
Bethany.

BLESSINGS
As we move into Lent, I pray that God will open our eyes to 
our blessings, our ears to hear his word and our hearts to 
share his love with our wider community.

WORK HEALTH AND SAFETY
We can expect more heatwaves and dry conditions. Does your 
congregation have any plans in place for when it is extremely 
hot? Have you thought about the heat when travelling to and 
from meetings, or the heat when you get back in the car, for 
not only the very young, but also our elder members? 
Is the meeting place air conditioned? Is there a severe fire 
danger warning in place?
Ask yourselves, should we really be meeting today? Is it safe 
for us to be meeting? Can we defer our meeting? Can we meet 
early in the morning when it is not so hot? Can we meet via 
telephone?
Ask your church council for some guidelines on this.  
Schools and sporting teams have policies in place; use  
these as an example.
Do not fear, the cooler weather will come and soon we will 
be complaining about the cold. Before this happens, have 
someone check the heating in your building. Is the building 
fire safe? Does the heater need repair or service? Is the heater 
efficient? Do the doors and windows seal?
Please do not forget to check the manse, because we need to 
care for our pastors in their homes.

Q&A 

WITH PASTOR  

MATTHEW EDGECOMB

ADMINISTRATION UPDATE

Pastor Matthew 
Edgecomb with 
his wife Bonnie 
and daughter Isla.
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DISTRICT NEWS

Hello there! My name is 
Bethany and I am excited to 
be your new Together editor.
Over the coming months, I look forward to meeting many new 
faces and hearing about all of the wonderful goings-on within 
the Lutheran Church in SA and NT. 

I grew up in Adelaide and I was fortunate to be part of 
Christian communities through my church and school.

My love for writing and reading was always clear. I developed 
a habit of writing or scribbling on any scrap of paper I could 
get my hands on, and the weekly church newsletter was no 
exception. It’s a habit I have never quite shaken, so I often 
leave a service on Sunday morning with some florals or 
patterns illustrating my sermon notes.

At university, I studied Creative Writing and Media and 
Communications, and have since written short stories, 

worked as a freelance editor, and, most recently, written 
match reports and assumed the position of social media 
coordinator for Netball Scoop, a non-for-profit netball news 
website.

Every time I have moved locations and had the chance to 
attend and experience a new church, the linking thread has 
been the hope these communities share.

That hope stems from hardworking, passionate members and 
volunteers with a heart for serving, who each use their given 
skills to bring new, creative ideas to the table. 

As the new editor, I hope to let the wider community know 
how these ideas are impacting your congregation, group or 
school. Whether you connect with Together from your local 
congregation or from afar, I welcome members of the wider 
Lutheran community to approach me if you know of or are 
organising anything of interest. 

Every church has so many different stories to be told at any 
given time and I am excited to start telling all of yours. 

About 200 people from across the Church 
attended the Growing Young Conference, 
which featured US author Jake Mulder as guest 
speaker. The conference was held at Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church, Para Vista, last 
month. It focused on how churches can become 
more effective in their ministry to young people.

Meet 
Bethany 
New Together 
Editor

Top right: Tea Tree Gully Pastor Eugene Minge (left) and 
Growing Young Author Jake Mulder. Pastor Eugene was part 
of the team who helped get Jake to Adelaide.
Bottom right: Attendees at the Growing Young Conference 
in February. 
Far left: Jake Mulder shared a number of interesting strategies 
‘to help young people discover and love your church’.

Growing Young 
Conference

Bethany Slaughter 
is the new 
Together Editor.

Farewell 
from Fiona
At the end of 2018, the SA-NT District 
Office farewelled Blueprint Ministries 
Director Fiona Weckert.

The District expresses our gratitude 
to Fiona once again for her service 
and commitment to this ministry  
for eight years.

Here is a farewell note from Fiona. 

As I move on from my role as Director of 
the Child, Family, Youth and Young Adult 
Ministry Department, I want to firstly 
thank my governing council and all of 
the amazing young people I’ve worked 
with, both in the office and in church 
and camp communities. 

I’ve enjoyed conversations with young 
and old at synods, conferences, church 
gatherings and functions. 

I’ve been part of creating and shaping 
ministries and I love being part of the 
discipleship journey of young people. 
I’ve also made some wonderful friends 

and I’m very thankful for them. I’ve 
learnt a lot. 

Recently I’ve been attending Messy 
Churches around the place and one of 
the leaders asked the children to finish 
this sentence, ‘God is…’ My five-year-old 
stuck his hand up. His word was ‘big’. 

God is big. He’s bigger than us and he’s 
bigger than our vision of ministry in our 
little patch. And his love for us is bigger 
than we could ever imagine. God is big. 

So finally, a big thank you to the SA-NT 
District. I’m honoured to have served 
you and our big God.

Campers 
connect 
at SPIN
In January, 55 young people and 30 leaders 
gathered at Camp Kedron, Barmera, to 
explore what it means to be connected to 
God and connected to each other. 

Throughout the week, campers built a stronger 
relationship with God and discovered that, 
ultimately, it comes down to the greatest 
commandment of all: love God and love others. 

Campers played various team games, shared meals and 
participated in worship and prayers. They started each 
day by worshipping with songs, prayers and teaching, and 
ended each day with a song, blessing and prayer. They were 
excited to go through these routines together and we pray 
that these young people take this home to their families. 

The camp was blessed with beautiful weather, which meant 
campers spent each afternoon outside playing games, 
running from (inflatable) crocodiles, dodging leaders with 
water pistols and swimming. They spent evenings both 
inside and outside with a ‘round the world’ quiz, photo 
hunt and ‘fruits of the spirit’ activities.

Campers 
enjoyed SPIN 
Camp at 
Camp Kedron, 
Barmera, in 
January.

Renew Camp
Dozens of young people from across 
South Australia gathered at Renew 
Camp from February 8 to 11. Held on 
the banks of the Murray River at Walker 
Flat, it was an event filled with worship, 
electives and plenty of activities.

Some highlights from campers:
“The food – Thursday night schnitzels were the best!”

“Swimming and getting outside”

“Worship – new favourite song is Running” 
“Chatting with leaders and hanging out”

The leadership team had an amazing time with this 
group of young people and can’t wait to do it again 
for SPIN Camp 2020.

BLUEPRINT MINISTRIES
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LDS expands 
to the Barossa
By Bethany Slaughter

Lutheran Disability Services has expanded into the Barossa 
region, placing their first three tenants in a house in Barossa 
Village.

Community Engagement Manager James Doecke said 
Lutheran Disability Services had been exploring a Barossa 
expansion for about ten years, citing the traditionally 
Lutheran area and a perceived need for disability support 
within the region.

Through discussions with Barossa Village CEO Simon 
Newbold, Newbold suggested the former Leisure Options 
building as a suitable location. He agreed to renovate and 
redevelop the space into two separate houses for LDS to rent. 

James said the initial responses from the three female clients 
had been encouraging when he visited them one week after 
they had moved into their new home.

“They were beaming and they just said ‘we’re loving this’,” 
James said. “Two support staff were coming on duty for their 
next shift and as soon as they walked through the door, the 
two (clients) ran up to them and gave them a big hug and said 
‘it’s so nice to see you’.”

LDS’s supported independent living allows adults living with 
a disability to live in shared houses, where LDS then provides 
24/7 care, depending on each client’s needs.

The expansion has already allowed LDS to employ ten new 
staff members from the Barossa area. 

Although all shared living comes with its challenges and 

“complexities”, James is encouraged by what he has seen so 
far from the staff and clients.

“We’re hoping that they enjoy this environment…that 
they will stay there as long as they like. That is already 
showing in the first two weeks, how they have settled into 
an environment, which is completely different to living with 
mum and dad,” he said. 

LDS are waiting on final National Disability Insurance Scheme 
approval before three male clients can move into a second 
house at Barossa Village.

Casey McNeil (left) with her pet snake Niall, Jenni Gerhardy (LDS Support 
Worker), Rachel Porter (House Supervisor Client Services Assistant) and Breanna 
Daniel. Casey and Breanna both live in the LDS house at Barossa Village. 

COMMUNITY CARECOMMUNITY CARE

Lutheran Disability Services 
FAREWELLS CEO
Lutheran Disability Services farewelled 
its Chief Executive Janine Lenigas in 
January, who served the organisation 
for more than 11 years. 

Janine was appointed in June 2007 
as the Managing Director of Amandus 
Lutheran Association with Disabled 
Persons SA Inc. This association later 
became Lutheran Disability Services 
and Janine’s position was reclassified 
as CEO.

The organisation grew under Janine and 
services are now delivered in Adelaide, 
the Barossa Valley and the Adelaide 
Hills. There are 69 clients supported by 
over 130 staff members, working with 
the values of faith, empowerment and 
excellence. 

Janine assisted many families to find 
support solutions for their loved ones, 
enabling them to move out of the 
family home with LDS accommodation 
support.

Janine has also been 
an important part 
of the disability 
sector in South 
Australia, 
serving on 
numerous 
industry 
boards and 
committees. 
She increased 
the profile of 
LDS and raised 
awareness for small 

service providers at state and federal 
levels, which enabled LDS to be 
positively prepared for the rollout of the 
National Disability Insurance Scheme. 

The LDS Board placed on record 
its thanks for Janine’s 

outstanding service and 
noted that the success 

and stability of the 
organisation has 
been largely due to 
Janine’s leadership.

LDS Chairperson Kym 
Wallent, former Chief 

Executive Janine Lenigas 
(centre) and acting LDS CEO 

Sandy Harrison. 

Merger update
Lutheran Community Care and 
Lutheran Disability Services 
are continuing to work towards 
becoming a merged organisation. 

Both organisations believe that working 
together will strengthen capacity 

for future service delivery and bring 
long-term benefits to the clients and 
communities each organisation serves. 

As has been the case since merger 
discussions began, there is no 
objective to achieve cost efficiencies 
through staff reductions. Retaining 
and developing current staff skill 
base will be critical to the ongoing 
success of the merged organisation. 

A steering committee has been 
established and it has requested a 
merger plan be implemented. The 
first priority of this plan is to decide 
on the legal entity of the merged 
organisation and then develop 
a suitable draft constitution.

This is an exciting new era for both 
LCC and LDS and more updates will 
be provided in the coming months.  

Lutheran Community 
Care’s Outer Southern 
Generic Homelessness 
Service supported more 
than 1150 people who 
were homeless or at risk 
of homelessness last 
year. We have received 
permission to publish 
this letter from a woman 
who LCC recently helped 
through its supportive 
housing program. 

The supportive housing 
program assists people 
as they address life 
circumstances that 
have contributed to 
their homelessness. 
The program provides 
accommodation, but 
the focus is on gaining 
long-term sustainable 
housing. It also 
encourages people 
to seek employment, 
education and training 
opportunities to help 
break the cycle of 
homelessness. 

I would like to start by saying a big thank you to Lutheran Community Care for all the help I have received. My family was homeless without support from family and friends. I didn’t know what the next day was going to bring or even if there was going to be a next day.
I was given information about LCC and after a phone call I met with a support worker. It was very hard for me at first. I hadn’t been in this situation before and felt very anxious about not being able to provide a home for my family. The support worker was sensitive to my needs and took time with me. They weren’t too invasive and gave me the advice and encouragement that I needed to help me through each day.

The support that was given to my son with school and other activities, when I wasn’t able to provide this for him at the time, gave him something to look forward to in his life while we were in this situation. It changed him so much to see that someone cared about him.

Our family has come from being homeless with no direction, to feeling safe and in long-term housing. We are all looking forward to making plans for ourselves again. I am much stronger in myself thanks to the amazing support and encouragement given to me by LCC at the worst of times. I will be looking at studying very soon and am definitely in a much better place than 18 months ago.
Even though I was encouraged that I could do this myself, I know that I would have been lost without the support of LCC. I really can’t thank the staff enough. I know it is a big thing, but they saved my life, truly. I was so lost and didn’t know where to turn and thinking I was a day away from getting into my car and driving away.

We have so much to look forward to now. I know there will still be ups and downs, but I know we will get through them.
**Name and some details have been withheld to protect identity.

Thank You

Giving the 
HOMELESS HOPE 
FOR THE FUTURE
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Added incentive to 
Walk My Way
Assistant Bishop for Mission Pastor Stephen Schultz is offering 
a bottle of wine to any pastor who can beat him to the finish 
line of the Australian Lutheran World Service Walk My Way 
challenge this April. 

Encounter College Principal Kelvin Grivell is bargaining a 
similar challenge to his fellow principals and directors, with a 
prize of free dinner and drinks on offer.

After finishing in the Top 10 in 2017, Schultz is fairly confident 
he can beat most of the pastorate. “Pastors are pretty soft…
and pretty slack as well,” he joked. 

Grivell, who is planning on running the course, is looking 
forward to participating after missing out on the 2017 event, 
which raised over $133,000. 

“I’ll promote it through that group (Lutheran Education SA, 
NT & WA) and hopefully those principals and directors will 
either give to the cause or they’ll get on board themselves,” 
he said. 

However, both have conceded that if Pastor Dean Zweck is 
running again, he will be the one to beat. Zweck ran the 2017 
course in three hours and 12 minutes. 

“If Dean is running…I’ll give him his bottle before he even 
starts,” Schultz said.

More details about Walk My Way can be found on the back 
page of this magazine.

Members and friends of the Adelaide Lutheran Sports 
Club are celebrating 50 years of football during the 2019 
season, with celebrations planned for April 27 and 28. 

The anniversary weekend will begin with a triple-header 
home game at Bulldog Park and a dinner with a book 
launch on the Saturday night. A celebration service will 
be held at Bulldog Park on Sunday morning, followed 
by a family day and lunch.

For further information, contact  
irwilliams07@hotmail.com or 
wagladigau@tpg.com.au.

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS  
OF ADELAIDE LUTHERAN 
FOOTBALL

‘Women of the Bible’
A stunning handcrafted display featuring women of the Bible, 

how God used them as part of his great rescue plan and 
what we can learn from them.

April 24, 26 & 27 – 10am to 4pm 
April 25 & 28 - 12pm to 4pm 

Entry $5 at the door 
Zion Lutheran Church Hall 
85 Murray Street, Angaston

Enjoy a free pipe organ recital by renowned local pipe 
organist Kym Habermann at 2.30pm on Friday, April 26.

Ecumenical 
corner
By Pastor Ian Lutze 
South Australian Council of Churches Lutheran Representative

It’s my privilege to take you on a journey of Receptive 
Ecumenism – to attune the hearts and minds of anybody who 
is interested to the promises inherent in this relatively recent 
worldwide movement (since 2006).

Take 30 seconds to name three of the biggest problems 
which you believe are seriously hurting the Lutheran 
Church of Australia. Or three problems that are seriously 
affecting your local congregation. You love your church and 
your congregation, but you see your church as being a bit 
powerless to solve these problems. Where do you turn?  

After you’ve done your fair share of praying, and doing what 
you can within the structures of the Lutheran Church, it would 
seem wise to turn to a church that has found a way to solve 
one or more of our problems. To get to know how somebody 
encountered just what we are encountering, and got through.  

Now this is no grass-is-greener exercise, because every church 
has problems. But every church, including your own, has gifts. 

Relationship building across churches that promises a way 
forward on a problem or two, or to fill something that is 
lacking in our church, requires careful discernment. The fruit 
won’t always be sweeter, but sometimes it certainly will be.

By Pastor Stephen Schultz 
SA-NT Assistant Bishop for Mission

The Lutheran Church of Australia has been embarking on a 
church planting venture, aiming to plant 30 new churches 
in 10 years. 

This target might seem ambitious. However, the ‘New and 
Renewing Churches’ group have revised that target. The 
desire now is to plant in excess of 200 churches in the next 
10 years!

How absurd! How can a declining, ageing church with 
diminishing finances and a growing number of pastoral 
vacancies possibly hope to do that? The wiser course of 
action would be to consolidate and preserve what we have 
to ensure we can survive a little longer.

Try telling that to Jesus, the head of our church, who sends 
us out to proclaim the good news to the ends of the earth. 
God has never been too worried about what we don’t have 
in order to accomplish his mission. So why should we?

As we have embarked on this church planting initiative, 
we have discovered that God is providing people who 
are willing to be trained as church planters. We started 
with none. We now have 30! What we need from our LCA 
members is to surround this initiative with prayer. 

We also need seed money to launch church planting 
ventures. We don’t lack the harvest and we don’t lack some 
willing workers who desire to enter the harvest field. What 
we need is access to funds so that we can support church 
planters in the harvest field. 

If you have access to funds that could be a blessing to this 
initiative, we would love to hear from you. 

If you would like more information about how to donate or 
about what the money would be used for, please contact 
Dean Eaton (8267 7300 or dean.eaton@lca.org.au) or myself 
(8267 5211 or stephen.schultz@lca.org.au).

As part of this year’s Barossa Vintage Festival, 
Angaston Lutheran Church presents

Supporting 
church 
planting

Walk My Walk brings together all sorts 
of people, young and old, from our 

congregations and schools, to share in 
the joy of doing something for others. It 
is also a much-needed witness to our 

communities, especially at a time when 
many people are sceptical or cynical 
about churches. I encourage you all 

to dust off your walking boots, gather 
together a family, church or community 

group, and sign up for Walk My Way 2019. 
 LCA Bishop John Henderson

Bishop John Henderson with Executive Assistant Larissa Helbig at the 
2017 Walk My Way.
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Through ALWS, our Lutheran 
Church works to welcome refugees 
as they reach safety in UNHCR 
camps in Kenya and Djibouti.

What:  Walk in the steps of Lutheran Pioneer Women 
through the beautiful autumn Adelaide Hills 
and have people sponsor you to help others. 

When:  Saturday, 13 April 2019 –  
8am to when you finish!

Where:  St Michael’s Lutheran Church, Hahndorf 
(German Farmhouse Breakfast), via 
Stirling (Sausage Sizzle), to Beaumont 
for ‘Made It Munchies’!

Why:  Each $26 you raise can help a refugee 
child in Africa go to school through 
ALWS GRACE Project.

Too far?   Walk My Way is 26 kilometres – but you can do 
less. Or do your own walk where you are. We 
also plan a wheelchair-friendly guided history 
walk of Hahndorf. Or just sponsor a walker.

Can’t walk?
Join us at the opening and German farmhouse 
breakfast. You can even enjoy a 1.5 hour easy 
guided history walk of Hahndorf! Just register: 

walkmyway@alws.org.au

Join now: walkmyway.org.au * 1300 763 407

Why we want you to Walk My Way…
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