Someone’s coming.

(Quite a few parts in this play, so it’s suitable for a reasonable number of children of different ages. Songs are suggestions only.)

Children seated at back of church. Mary in her house. Sign says Nazareth.

Christmas music playing.

Narrator:
Welcome to our Christmas Eve presentation.



We’ll begin by singing one of my favourite Christmas carols……



Oh, wait a minute.  Someone’s coming.

Partygoer comes walking down aisle carrying balloons and wearing a party hat. 



Good evening.  Welcome to …..(name of church)

Partygoer:
Oh. I think I’m in the wrong place.  Is there going to be a party here tonight?

Narrator:
Well, I wouldn’t call it a party exactly, but there is certainly going to be a celebration. You’re most welcome to join us. 

PG:

Oh. OK. Thanks. I’ve got a bit of time up my sleeve. Where shall I sit?

Narrator:
Just here will be fine.  Make yourself comfortable.  

 (Needs to be seen by audience and able to see people coming down aisle)



Now, where was I?  Oh yes. We were going to sing.  Let’s sing….

SONG

DECK THE HALLS

PG:
That was great!  Now what?  Oh look. Someone’s coming!  
Angel Gabriel comes down aisle.



Who on earth are you?

Gabriel
:
I’m the angel Gabriel, and I have something very important to do.  

PG:

Oh. What’s that?

Gabriel:
I’ve come to give a girl called Mary a message from God.  
Goes to Mary.

Hello Mary. I’m the angel Gabriel. God has sent me to tell you that you will have a baby boy, and you will call him Jesus.

Mary:

But I’m not married!  What will my fiancé, Joseph, say?

Gabriel
:
It’s OK.  The baby will be God’s son. I’ll explain it all to Joseph.

Mary:

I will do whatever God asks.

Gabriel:
(Optional) Gabriel sings ‘MARY DID YOU KNOW’, firstly to Mary and then facing audience. 

Mary and Gabriel exit through vestry and return to seats.

PG:

Oh look. Someone else is coming. He looks a bit scary.

Roman soldier/s marches down aisle.

Soldier:
Hear this, people of Nazareth. The emperor Augustus has decreed that everyone must go to their home town to be registered for the census. 

Soldier/s return to back of church.

Narrator:
Joseph’s family came from Bethlehem, so that’s where he and Mary had to go, even though it was nearly time for Mary to have her baby. 

SONG

O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM  (V 1, 2 & 3)

During carol, sign changes to Bethlehem.   Animals go to stable.

PG:

Look. Look. Someone’s coming.

Mary and Joseph (and donkey?) walk down aisle.  Joseph knocks loudly on inn door. 

Inn keeper:
I’m coming! I’m coming!

Joseph:
Please sir, we need a room for the night. We’re very tired and my wife is about to have a baby. 

Inn keeper:
Sorry.  We’re all booked out. Bethlehem has never been so busy, what with the census and all.

Joseph:
But we must find a place to rest.  

Inn keeper:
Well, all I can offer you is the stable if you don’t mind the smell. 

Joseph:
Thank you. We’ll take it.

Joseph and Mary go to stable.

Animals:
Someone’s coming!

Cow:

And it looks like a baby is coming too!

Animals crowd around Mary and Joseph.  Baby is born.  Baby cries.

SONG BY CHILDREN       HAPPY HAPPY DAY

PG:
Wow – how amazing. But I guess that’s that.  I’ll be on my way.   Starts to leave.

Narrator:
No.  Wait.  Someone’s coming.

Shepherds (and sheep?) come half way down aisle.

Shepherd 1:
It sure is cold tonight.

Shepherd 2:
Yes, and very quiet.

Shepherd 3:
I hope we get a good night’s sleep tonight.

Shepherds settle down for the night.

PG:  

(to shepherds) Pssst! Someone’s coming. 

Angel comes down aisle to shepherds.   Light flashes.  Shepherds are afraid.

SONG

WHILE SHEPHERDS WATCHED THEIR FLOCKS BY NIGHT

Angel mimes as the story is told in the song. During verse 5 more angels come running down aisle.

Narrator:
The shepherds hurried off to find the baby.

Angels sit in front row at end of carol.  Shepherds go to back.

Mary:

Look Joseph.  Someone’s coming.

Shepherds run down aisle and kneel down to look at the baby, talk to Mary and then run back up aisle shouting -

Shepherds:
The Saviour is born!  The Saviour is born!

Animals sit in front row.

PG:
Someone’s coming. 

Narrator:
It’s King Herod.

Herod enters down aisle and sits on throne. Looks pompous.

Narrator:
In a country far away, some wise men were studying the stars when they saw a new star, brighter than all the rest.  They knew that this meant a mighty ruler had been born, so they decided to search for him, and take him gifts fit for a king.  The star led them to Jerusalem.

Herod:

Someone's coming.  (Stands and puts hand to eyes.)

SONG
WHEN THEY SAW THE STAR 
(Choir, congregation joins in chorus.)

Wise men follow star down aisle to where Herod is sitting.

Wise man 1:
We have followed this star for a very long way. 

Wise man 2:
We are looking for the new king.

Wise man 3:
Can you tell us where he is?

Narrator:
King Herod was angry because he was the king.  His advisors told him that many years before, the prophet Micah had said that an important leader would be born in Bethlehem.  

When Herod heard this he told the wise men to go and find the baby and then come back and tell him where it was so he could worship him too.  But secretly Herod was planning to have the new king killed.

Wise men ‘travel’ and then they kneel in front of the manger and give their gifts to Jesus. 

Narrator:
When the wise men found Jesus they knelt down in front of him and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.

SONG

WE THREE KINGS (One verse and chorus)

Narrator:
On their way back to Jerusalem God told them in a dream not to tell Herod where the baby was, so they went home a different way. 

Wise men exit.

PG:

So that’s it then?

Narrator: 
Well, that’s it for now.   Every Christmas we celebrate the birth of the Saviour of the world, but there’s much more to the story.

PG:

Oh?  So what happened to that baby?

Narrator:
Well, he grew up and Joseph taught him to be a carpenter. When he was thirty years old he left home, and chose twelve special friends to help him do the work God had sent him to do.

PG:

And what was that?

Narrator:
Well, remember he is God’ son, and his reason for coming to earth was to tell people how much God loves them, and to assure them that everyone who believes in him is welcome in heaven.  

PG:

And did the people listen to him?

Narrator:
Lots did, but others hated him.  He died a horrible death on a cross when he was only thirty three years old.

PG:

Well if he’s dead why do you still celebrate every Christmas?

Narrator:
Because he came back to life!  Now everyone who accepts him as their Saviour, and follows him, can spend eternity with him in heaven.

PG:

Wow!  He certainly was a gift from God!   (Goes to manger and kneels)

CHILDREN’S ITEM
 DAY BY DAY

Children
SOMEONE’S COMING!

Adult Jesus comes walking down aisle. Music continues softly.  Partygoer goes to Jesus and gives him a hug. Jesus turns and walks back up the aisle followed by partygoer, children and congregation. 

