The 20th Anniversary of the Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification
Twenty years ago, on Reformation Day, October 31, 1999, the Lutheran World Federation (LWF) and the Catholic Church signed the Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification in Augsburg, Germany.

The Joint Declaration was a result of extensive ecumenical dialogue. It states that the churches share "a common understanding of our justification by God's grace through faith in Christ." This essentially resolved the 500-year-old conflict over the nature of justification which was at the root of the Reformation. 
Those signing the Declaration could hardly have imagined the powerful traction this document has gained over the past twenty years. Drawn by the common urgency to present the message of God’s liberating grace and hope for this world, it brought together not only Catholics and Lutherans, but also Methodists, Anglicans and Reformed. Representatives from these five communions met in Notre Dame University (Indiana, USA) in March, 2019, and committed to strengthen their common witness in worship and service.

The General Secretary of LWF, Pastor Dr. Martin Junge, and the President of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, Cardinal Koch, stated in a recent letter:
“This is much more that unites us than divides us. Moved by the transforming power of the Holy Spirit, we are invited to give witness to God’s action in this world, who in Christ came to offer salvation as a gift of grace to humankind. We cannot think of a better time boldly and jointly to offer this message.”
