Notes on the Readings

JEREMIAH 23:1-6: The term 'shepherds' here refers to the kings of Israel and other rulers. There had been a record of unbelieving and unrighteous leadership which had resulted in the people being 'scattered', 'driven away', 'not being attended to'. There could also be a reference here to a particular weak king, Zedekiah, whose name means 'The Lord is my righteousness'. Jeremiah prophesies that the Messiah whom God would one day send to restore and regather his people will be called 'the Lord is our righteousness'. Jesus Christ in his priestly and kingly roles has established his kingdom in which his own righteousness becomes ours through the shedding of his blood to cleanse from sin.

COLOSSIANS 1:11-20: Christians need strength to meet the powers of evil which threaten from the world and from Satan's kingdom of darkness. The power to endure, though, is joyfully experienced, and thanksgiving ensues from their radical rescue from the darkness of evil into the light shared by the saints. Christ's redemption and forgiveness have accomplished this. However, salvation is at stake if the gospel is set aside for an altered belief system. False teachers had been trying to lead Colossian Christians into seeking 'fullness' through a range of spiritual thrones, dominions and powers that supposedly stretch between earth and heaven. Paul therefore here directed them back to the only understanding on which true faith could rest. Because Christ was pre-eminent in the created order and active in the initial creation itself, 'all the fullness of God dwells in him'. Through him alone reconciliation and peace was freely granted through the blood of the cross.

LUKE 19:11-27: The disciples expected the kingdom of God in its fullness to come at once. The Lord saw the need for them to know he had much work for them to do before then. This parable illustrates the importance of the work entrusted to his believing followers to spread the gospel. The nobleman gave each of his summoned slaves a differing sum to 'do business' for him until his return. Christ, in leaving his earthly kingdom through crucifixion, death, resurrection and ascension, would return one day. He then would examine the results of the differing abilities of his servants to carry out his work. It is faithfulness in the use of those talents which is rewarded rather than the amount which is achieved. If the servant who does nothing needs to shift the blame elsewhere, let not the choice be to blame God. He is gracious and merciful to whoever trusts and obeys. Those who will not permit Christ to be king will be shut out of the kingdom. An encouraging but serious note on which to end the church year.

LUKE 23:33-43: On this Last Sunday of the Church Year we receive the theme through the readings of 'Jesus the King'. This section from the death of Jesus would perhaps seem an odd choice, therefore. However, we are presented with different ways in which Jesus was seen in his death. The hostile religious leaders sneered and scoffed, 'A Messiah (the long-promised King) indeed who can't save himself!!' The pagan soldiers mockingly challenged him to save himself! Pontius Pilate wrote a contemptuously ironic yet official superscription, 'This is the King of the Jews'. One of the criminals, hardened and obdurate, derisively called for proof of his messiahship. The other thief, admitting guilt, saw the tortured, dying Jesus, in faith, as the King who could save him. Jesus saw himself as the merciful King who forgives even those killing him and grants eternal life to a repentant sinner. Do you see Jesus only as your Saviour or also as your King?

