NOTES ON THE READINGS
JEREMIAH 32:1-3a,6-15: Jeremiah  was finally confined under arrest by the King Zedekiah for his continued prophesies of coming defeat and exile, even as Nebuchadnezzar's army was surrounding and besieging Jerusalem. It was at this time that the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, commanding him to buy some land outside of Jerusalem. Of course, this land would be of no practical use to Jeremiah. This symbolic act, emphasised in its execution by the most precise and detailed legal procedures, had a purpose. God was giving a last indication that despite the coming defeat and exile, there would still be a future day when Judah would be used by the Lord for his long-term plans and purposes of salvation.

AMOS 6:1a,4-7: This prophecy is directed at rich people in both Jerusalem and Samaria, the religious centres of Judah and Israel. Rich people vied with each other in spending both time and money in idle decadence, selfish luxury and drunken pastimes. They even compared their lamentable musical efforts to King David's music, so carried away were they with their own importance. The real tragedy was that they did not see the ruin going on around them in the land once promised to descendants of Joseph. Being first in everything, they would also be the first to be led away into exile.

1 TIMOTHY 6:6-19: Paul points to the danger of affluence. It is easy to permit money to become one's god. Money commands respect and gives power. However, the inordinate love of money leads to such sins that can rob anyone of salvation. It is much better to fight the fight of faith and to make use of the salvation God has freely offered and just as freely gives. If one promises to be faithful until death, let that promise be brought to eternal fruition at the day of Jesus Christ. Rather than store up riches in this world, it is better to store up treasures which last forever.

LUKE 16:19-31: This story of Jesus, although couched in symbolic terms, teaches some clear aspects of life after death. The rich man, who had as much access to the Scriptures as anyone else, was totally occupied with his luxurious and sumptuous life. It was obviously too important to him to see the crying needs of the poor man right at his gate. Lazarus means 'he whom God helps' and was obviously a godly man. In the next life the roles are reversed. Lazarus reclined in eternal and infinite happiness at table with Father Abraham, so to speak, while the rich man was in unremitting torment. Both men's states were actually settled by their attitudes during their lifetimes, but now were confirmed and irreversibly permanent. The rich man's plea for relief from Lazarus's simple service was not possible. No more was it possible for Lazarus to warn his brothers. Even the resurrection of Jesus at a later stage did not convince those who were hostile. There is for all a more than adequate guide to heaven in the Scriptures (Moses and the prophets, in the case of the brothers). The Lord calls for our trusting acceptance of God's word in repentance and faith, together with a life of out-flowing service in love and mercy.

