The LCA provides this sermon edited for lay-reading, with thanks to the original author.
Sermon for Maundy Thursday
The Text: Exodus 12

For the people of Israel, the Passover was central to who they were and to their relationship with God. Every year they would celebrate this high festival, remembering how the Lord had rescued them out of slavery in Egypt. Celebrating His mercy and rejoicing that through the blood of the sacrificial lamb, they were saved from judgment and delivered into the Promised Land. The Passover was so important to the Jewish religion that people were expected to travel to Jerusalem at this time each year, offer the sacrifice and remember the saving work of God.
But for all of that, the first Passover was not a fancy affair. After Moses had done battle with Pharaoh and the first 9 plagues the Lord had sent on Egypt failed to soften Pharaoh’s heart so that he would let God’s people go, the 10th and final plague was announced. If Pharaoh failed to release the Israelites from slavery, the Lord would strike down every first born as judgement on the false gods of Egypt. Every first born child and animal in Egypt would die as a result of Pharaoh’s sin against the Lord. 
The Israelites would be spared this judgement if they followed the Lord’s command and trusted His promises. And His command was simple. “Sacrifice a lamb and use its blood to mark the door to your house. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you and you will not be destroyed.” The blood of the sacrifice on the door posts would be a sign that the people in the house knew the commands and promises of the Lord and trusted in them. The blood of the lamb would save them from judgement as the Lord counted that as a sign of their faith in Him and their trust in His word. The blood of the lamb was all that stood between the people and God’s judgment of them.
As a result of this event God’s people were released from slavery and freed to begin their journey to the Promised Land. As they left Egypt behind, God wanted the Israelites to remember His great love for them and to celebrate the fact that He would go to such an extent to rescue His chosen people. So God commanded the Israelites to celebrate this festival every year. This is how it became one of the major Jewish festivals to this very day.
As we remember our Lord’s journey to the cross and tomb again this year, our understanding of what He accomplished for you and me is greatly enriched as we reflect on the Passover and its profound meaning. The gospel of Luke declares to us that the great events we remember this weekend began on ‘the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed.’ As Jesus gathered His disciples in the upper room to celebrate the Last Supper, everyone was thinking about the way God rescued His people from Egypt through the blood of the lamb splashed on their door posts. The power of the sacrifice to spare them from judgment was a key theme of this festival and so as Jesus took the cup, gave thanks and said ‘Drink of it all of you. This is my blood of the new covenant, shed for you for the forgiveness of sins’ their minds must have been racing. Jesus was proclaiming that this cup of wine was His very blood, shed so that we might be forgiven. 
On this day when the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed, the One called the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world would prove Himself to be the perfect Passover Lamb—shedding His innocent blood to save many, being the sacrifice for the atonement for the sins of the world, and calling us to be covered in His blood so that God’s judgment would pass over us as well.
Many Christians talk about the blood of Jesus as some kind of abstract idea that is somehow related to His sacrifice on the cross. While that is fine, Jesus actually offers us something much more profound. Knowing our human nature the Lord has given us something we can actually to hold onto. Just as the Israelites in Egypt had the blood of the lamb to paint on their door posts, we have the blood of the true Passover Lamb – Jesus Himself – given in the holy supper of our Lord. As we take the cup and drink His true blood with the wine, our very bodies are being washed clean in the blood of Jesus. Not symbolically, but actually. We are being marked by His saving sacrifice so that judgment will not come upon us. We are being freed from slavery to sin, and rescued so that we too can look forward to life in the Promised Land of heaven.
The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world has shed His blood for you. The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, has been sacrificed and His blood now marks you so that you will have the forgiveness of sins. The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world invites you to receive the blood of the new covenant so that you can be certain of your salvation, rejoice in His mercy and live as the holy people of God.
No longer do we need to sacrifice a lamb at Passover. Because the perfect Passover Lamb, Jesus Christ, has been sacrificed once and for all that we might be saved. Let His blood mark your life today and every day that death may have no hold over you. Remember the saving acts of our Lord and Saviour and walk in the sure and certain hope of eternal life because He has taken upon Himself our sins and marked us with His blood we will live with Him forever.
