Notes on the Readings, Fourth Sunday after Epiphany, Year C
Jeremiah 1:4-10: The calling of a prophet. The eternal all-knowing and almighty God knows the course of events that will unfold from beginning to end. Thus Jeremiah is shaped in detail even prior to his conception to be the agent and mouthpiece of God. His words are not to be his, but God's. His doubts and objections are overcome by God's assurance that though he will not escape trial and difficulty, God will be beside him to deliver him. Nations will come under Jeremiah's prophetic office. The word of God is initially destructive as it works ultimately to restore repentant people to God-pleasing obedience and blessedness.

1 Corinthians 13:1-13: In the last two Sundays' readings from the previous chapter we have heard how the Sprit distributes gifts in a congregation for the common good. Here (vv 1-3) Paul shows clearly the futility of these gifts if used simply for empty personal vanity, without love. The description of love at work in verses 4-7 shows characteristics which are almost a miniature portrait of the way our Lord Jesus lived. Paul points out in verses 8-13 the comparative temporary nature of gifts among Christians. Their purpose in the long term will pass away. They do serve now for people to grow into eternal life. When, though, the eternal day of our final salvation dawns in its glorious splendour, love will be the element which remains forever. 

Luke 4:21-30: The first part of the account of Jesus' visit to the synagogue at Nazareth was read last Sunday. He clearly interpreted the prophecy of Isaiah concerning the freedom and restoration of God's separated people in Babylon to be referring to his own ministry. While the people thought him to be talking politically they loved his 'gracious words'. When they realised he was actually talking about their own need for freedom through forgiveness they turned to criticism. The demand for proof of a miracle to demonstrate his messiahship showed their refusal to believe in him. This invited Jesus' comment about Elijah's miracles being done amongst the heathen, implying that God would turn from them to other nations. The angry and violent reaction foreshadowed the cross, but that time was yet to come.
