Epiphany 4C Church@Home
We get ready to worship at home

You may prepare to worship by placing a cross, a candle and Bible near you. Light the candle.

We begin
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
Sharing

Share your highs and lows for the week.
· What do you love?

· Who do you love?
We sing LHS 373 Lord speak to me that I may speak OR Speak, O Lord - Keith and Kristyn Getty
We lay down our sins and burdens before God

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other.

We confess to you, almighty God,

before the whole company of heaven,

and to each other,

that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed,

by our own fault.

Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake,

forgive us all our sins,

and bring us to eternal life. Amen.
-Silent confession-
May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins.

Amen.

We prepare to hear God’s Word
Let us pray for the gift of love. 
Everloving God,
we thank you that you sent your own Son
to bring us life,
and that through him you give us many gifts.
Teach us to desire your greatest gift,
the gift of love,
so that we love others as you have loved us.
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen. 
Bible Readings
Open your Bibles and read:

Jeremiah 1:4-10 
(After the reading)

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God
Now read 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
(After the reading)

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God
Household Discussion

God cares about our hearts and the attitudes we have towards him and towards each other.
· What is love like, according to this passage?

· Think about how you treat others and the things you do. Do you sometimes struggle to love this way?

· Where does this perfect love come from? 

Gospel: Luke 4:21-30 Jesus is rejected by his home town
(after the gospel)

This is the Gospel of the Lord

Praise be to you O Christ
Let’s Pray
Loving God,
make us ready to tell and show others your love,
even if we are rejected.
Let your great love fill our lives,
so that we give ourselves and our possessions
in service to you and other people.
Amen. 
We sing LHS 151 Jesus Thy boundless love to me OR You Are My King (Amazing Love) - Christy Nockels 

Sermon

We confess our faith- Luther’s Explanation to the Second Article

of the Apostles’ Creed

I believe that Jesus Christ - 

true God, Son of the Father from eternity,

and also true human being, 

born of the virgin Mary - is my Lord.  

At great cost, he has saved and redeemed me, 

a lost and condemned person.  

He has freed me from sin, death, 

and the power of the devil, 

not with silver or gold, 

but with his holy and precious blood 

and his innocent suffering and death.  

All this he has done that I may be his own, 

live under him in his kingdom, 

and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence and blessedness, 

just as he is risen from the dead 

and lives and rules eternally.  

This is most certainly true.

We sing LHS 344 Our God is love and all his saints OR What Love, My God – City Alight
We pray for the church, for ourselves and the world 
Before you begin this prayer, take a moment to think of how you can pray for each other (maybe drawing on the highs and lows shared earlier) and for people who may be struggling at this time. Towards the end of this prayer, there is a time when you can pray for each of the people you’ve thought about.

In faith, hope and love, let us come before God our Father, and present our needs to him in prayer

Lord God, thank you for your holy gospel through which we have come to know your Fatherly heart. In your great mercy, preserve the light of your Word, so we can grow as children of the light. Help us to keep walking in your ways, according to your Word.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer

Lord Jesus, remember your church, deliver us from all evil. Strengthen and protect us by your Word and sacraments. Grow your church, so that your gospel may be preached to all nations, and gather the faithful from throughout the world into the kingdom which you have prepared.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer

Almighty God, you blessed the earth to make it fruitful, bringing forth in abundance whatever is needed for the support of our lives. We pray that you would graciously provide us with favourable weather in the year ahead, so that we may gather in the fruits of the earth and proclaim your goodness with thanksgiving. 

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer

Lord, eternal ruler of all, keep this nation under your care. Bless the leaders of our land that we may be a people at peace among ourselves and a blessing to the other nations of the earth. Help us provide trustworthy leaders, contribute to wise decisions for the general welfare of our people, and thus serve you faithfully in our generation to the honour of your holy name. 

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer

Almighty God, as you brought the Apostle Peter out of prison, have mercy on all who are unjustly imprisoned, and set them free from their bonds, so that they may rejoice in your deliverance. Grant to all prisoners a fair and honest trial, and grant that the prison system of our land works for restoration and rehabilitation.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer

Merciful God, since you minister to all who are afflicted, look with compassion on those who through addiction have lost their health and freedom. Restore to them the assurance of your unfailing mercy, remove the fears that attack them, strengthen them in the recovery of their self-possession and health, and give skill, patience, and understanding love to those who provide care for them. 

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer

Loving and compassionate God, have mercy on all who suffer from illness and other challenges. Comfort all who grieve the loss of loved ones. Today, we particularly pray for [insert your specific prayers for others and yourselves here].

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer
Lord, you formed us in the womb, and before we were born you predestined us to be your own. Keep us in your love, and strengthen our faith and our hope. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.
We pray the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

Your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

God blesses us

And the Lord bless us and keep us.
The Lord make his face shine on us and be gracious to us.
The Lord look upon us with favour and give us peace.
Amen.
We sing LHS 206 Stand up, stand up for Jesus OR Our God Is Love - Hillsong Worship
