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Reflections from Pastor Tim Koch 
 
Over the last thirty years it seems to me that as a church community we have been 
discussing, or should I say debating whether to ordain women or not. At times it has 
felt to me like a political battle, with opposing parties, lobby groups, seminars for 
and against. I was happy to jump in and attack those I didn’t agree with. 

So I’d like to say thank you to our leaders who have sought to break down the 
dividing lines and get us talking with each other, seeking to find a way forward 
together. 

You might call me a slow learner, but when I was reflecting on this I found it rather 
amusing that one of the key passages for discussion is found in first Corinthians. Paul 
was writing to a divided community, some followed Peter, some Paul, some 
women’s ordination, some only men, some felt superior. 

This got me to look at first Corinthians through slightly different eyes. Was I creating 
division within the Body of Christ? What was Paul’s way forward? That was the 
question that came to my mind. 

I’m also grateful to our leader for putting the whole of 1 Corinthians 14 in the 
resource pack, because my first reaction had been to go to the text in question and 
probe them to see how they might apply to this discussion. (Apologies to those who 
tried to teach me exegesis.) 

I’m grateful because it allowed the obvious to jump out at me; before chapter 14 is 
chapter 13. And 1 Corinthians 13 is that wonderful high point where Paul shows the 
most excellent way; the way of love (agape). 

The very quality our leaders are helping us to live out to each other through this 
discussion. Again, I’m thankful to our leaders for couching this whole discussion in 
respect and love for each other. 

In the past I was just interested in working out what the text said, and if I’m honest I 
was also keen to be right. And then I read Paul’s words again; “If I speak in human or 
angelic tongues, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging 
cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries (even on 
ordination), and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am 
nothing.” (1 Cor. 13:1,2) 

I found this to be a refreshing change in my mind set, and in my approach to this 
discussion. Now I’m seeking a discussion and not a debate; winner takes all. I’m 
talking to people loved by God in Jesus, people, in Jesus, whom I seek to show love 
and respect to. I’m no longer out to win an argument, or to be proven right. 

“And now these three remain; faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love 
(agape – God’s sacrificial love, the love that motivated the cross, that is, the very 
nature of God, for God IS love.) 

So stepping into what we call chapter 14 it flows out of a desire to love. A divided, 
arguing community isn’t all that expressive of God’s love in Christ Jesus. So Paul 
writes; “Follow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially the gift of 
prophecy.” (1 Cor. 14:1) 
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How does love express itself, not trying to be elite as some of them were, but by 
building each other up. As I read through this chapter that is one theme that comes 
through; seek to build each other up. When you get together seek to build each 
other up. 

Some thought that speaking in tongues showed how spiritual they were, but when 
the church community gathers it wasn’t to be an opportunity to show off, but there I 
have the wonderful opportunity to love my brothers and sisters. I can build them up 
according to their need that they benefit, at my expense. 

People aren’t built up when there is chaos, when people seek to meet their own 
agenda, when people just want to be heard and have their own way. That’s not good 
order, which Paul calls for. Good order is an expression of love; people are 
respected, I put their needs ahead of my wants, I seek to build them up in their 
relationship with Jesus. 

Chaos and lording it over others just has no place. Which reminded me of Jesus 
words on leadership; the leader is to be the servant of all. Jesus said not to follow 
the world in seeking dominance, getting people to obey you, getting part of the 
power so you can wield it yourself. “Jesus said to them, ‘The kings of the Gentiles 
lord it over them; and those who exercise authority over them call themselves 
Benefactors. But you are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest among you should 
be like the youngest and the one who rules like the one who serves.” (Luke 22:25-26) 

That reminds me of Ephesians; “Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.” 
(Eph. 5:21) I voluntarily do my best for the other person that they benefit according 
to their need at my expense. 

I know Jesus never wants me to get others to submit to me, but for me to put 
another before myself, to serve them, to minister to them that they might grow and 
live in him. This putting other people first that they grow in Jesus, strikes me as a 
strong emphasis in first Corinthians 14. Seek the gifts that build people up, that 
encourage. 

This emphasis is reflected in Paul’s summary statement; “Therefore, my brothers 
and sisters, be eager to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in tongues. But 
everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way.” (1 Cor. 14:39,40) 

Paul made this point earlier; “For God is not a God of disorder but of peace – as in all 
the congregations of the Lord’s people.” (1 Cor. 14:33) 

Chaos, lording it over other people, speaking over others, using the meeting as a 
time to impress others so you can feel good about yourself, or win, have never built 
healthy, loving relationships. Nor has it ever been a living expression of Jesus love 
through his community. 

Our God is a God of peace; which I like to see as fullness of life in Jesus. Peace surely 
is much more than an absence of conflict, that could just be boring, which is far 
removed from fullness of life. And Jesus is alive, so that we might be alive in him. 
Could we find a more richer, fuller life, than sharing life with Jesus, growing in him as 
Father’s children. Discovering in him the joy of the new nature he has created in us; 
his very nature of love (agape). 
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Straight after Paul’s summary statement he then reminds us of the gospel; which is 
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he 
was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures. (1 Cor. 15:1-4) 

Our new life is in Christ Jesus, the person. 

After looking at this text I was amazed that I wasn’t led in any way to be for or 
against ordaining, women or men. Paul was seeking a healthy environment, created 
through our life with Jesus where people could love one another and grow in their 
relationship with God through Jesus in the Spirit. 

Paul pointed me to living loved, and then highlighted what would help and what 
would be counterproductive. To my surprise I didn’t find a text that spoke clearly 
and forcefully about ordination, more specifically about women being ordained. 

I definitely was convicted about my attitude which led me to create sides, to seek to 
win the debate, to dislike those on the other side. 

Talking with a couple preparing for marriage I made the passing comment that in 
marriage you don’t have winners or losers, you’re a team, so if one loses you both 
lose. 

Ask Garry Ablett snr if he felt like a winner when he was voted best on field in a 
losing grand final? The team lost, which means he lost too. 

So Paul has reminded me that winning the debate, having winners and losers, means 
the team has been divided. We all lose. Thank God in Jesus we’re all loved, not 
perfect. 

Paul calls for love (agape), for building each other up, for good order. Is it possible to 
do this with an all-male ministry? Would this be possible with all female ministry? 
Would this be possible with a male and female ministry? Loving each other according 
to the other person’s needs that they benefit at my expense. When we meet seeking 
to build each other up in our life together with Jesus, providing good order so that is 
possible. In what environment would you see this being possible? 

I find my zeal for the debate has waned significantly, and my passion to live in a 
community that expresses Jesus love to one another, building each other up, in a 
safe orderly way is growing. On reading these texts again, that’s what I believe Paul 
was saying was the norm for all congregations. 

Paul was the one who also pointed out that it was Eve who was the pioneer of sin. 
She listened to the serpent, took the fruit and ate it, then offered it to Adam. 

As I reflected on this I didn’t see Paul attacking women, but this is a reminder of 
what happens when we fail to live as a team, as a body, and go off doing our own 
thing and not talking and sharing with each other openly and honestly. 

Eve acts independent of Adam. What would have happened if Even had taken what 
the serpent had said and discussed it with Adam. That is a loving action; sharing your 
life with the other person. They could have decided to ask God about it and talk with 
him. Making time to talk with God is good order, and the best way to build up our 
faith, to encourage each other in this precious relationship which Jesus has created. 
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Adam and Eve were created to be a team; from the rib, walking side by side. After 
sin entered the picture how would God heal this horrid fracture? Invite women to 
continue to act independent of men, domineering them, verballing them? Hardly. 
Would he invite men to domineer women using their physical strength to keep 
women in their place? Hardly. 

He might lead us; men and women, to discover how to love one another, voluntarily 
putting the other person ahead of ourselves, seeking what is best for them in Christ 
Jesus, being willing to sacrifice ourselves that the other could grow and develop to 
be all that God dreams possible. 

How does God heal the rift between men and women? How does he get his team to 
play as a team, and not seek individual awards? How does Jesus build body health? 

As I reflect on all these things I feel the need to repent of seeking to win, of seeking 
to be right at the expense of love (agape). 

The letter of 1 Corinthians was written to a fractured community; there where 
winners and losers. Love for one another wasn’t the guiding influence, getting your 
way and expressing yourself was the way. 

Paul is clearly calling the community to exhibit good order, the order that reflects 
God’s love for us in Jesus. 

I pray that as we wrestle with this discussion that Jesus would open our eyes, hearts 
and minds to a way of love (agape) that we haven’t seen yet, that we wonderfully 
reflect his personality to the world in the way we have creatively sought to be the 
children of God, the family of God that we are in Jesus. 


