NOTES ON THE READINGS

ACTS 11:1-18: Although Jesus had clearly told the disciples before his ascension that the gospel would go out from Jerusalem to Samaria, to Judea and thence to the furthermost parts of the world, Jewish Christians had great difficulty at first with associating in any way with Gentiles. The vision received by Peter at Joppa clearly indicated that Jewish ceremonial laws were no longer binding as God's law. He was also directed to go to the home of a Roman officer in Caesarea. Here Peter experienced the response to the gospel among Gentiles in the same tongues spoken by the Holy Spirit's power on Pentecost day. Baptism of those people marked the beginnings of the first non-Jewish church. A great reason for the Jerusalem church to rejoice!

REVELATION 21:1-6: The events here described follow on the final destruction of Satan, his angels, and all evil at the end of all things. There is also a renewing or re-creation of the earth and a new heaven. Out of heaven comes the new Jerusalem, or the reconstituted and perfected church – the people of God. They live now with God immediately among them. There appears to be less difference between heaven and earth. Now all suffering and tears have disappeared with the passing of all evil. God's word and God's almighty being guarantee this.

JOHN 13:31-35: These words belong to the final discourse of Jesus with his disciples in the upper room the night before his death. Judas has just departed to do his treacherous work. The Lord refers to his suffering and death as his glorification. Note that it is expressed in the past tense. So certain is his commitment to the Father's will. The love of Jesus thus expressed is to be conveyed in the love of his redeemed people to each other.

